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EDITORIAL PAGE 

Robbie Elliot has served as Secretary of the Colorado Field Ornithologists 
for nine years. Her efficiency and helpfulness has steered us through many 
administrative morasses. Her experience and longevity have proved invaluable 
to presidents, editors, and treasurers, as well as to members. She wanted to 
retire this year, and the Board honored her request, though with much regret. 

We thank her, and wish her successor, Pilk Carter, success in emulating her 
predecessor . 

* * * * 
Treasurer Berniece Merry adds a second note of thanks. This one to Nancy 

Greenleaf for a generous donation to the organization, welcomed by our treasury. 

* * * * 

Records Committee Chairman Jack Reddall, reports that from 1972 to 1975, the 
Records Committee handled 465 reports, accepting 83 per cent . Each record repre
sents a minimum of 8 pieces of paper handled by him; many reports run through the 
committee two times so that he handles twice that number of papers. He has worked out 
an efficient method of processing Rare Bird Reports which enables the committee to 
respond to him with ease. The ease of the committee's work reflects the tremendous 
thought and energy which he has put into the committee's operation. 

* * * * 
NOTICES 

Dr. Rod Drewien, foster father of the Idaho Whooping Cranes, will address the 
October meeting of the Denver Field Ornithologists. He wi 11 talk about the foster 
parent Sandhill/Whooping Crane program, the imaginative and innovative project which 
has enhanced the endangered Whooping Crane's chances of survival. 

Join the D.F .O. at 7:30 p.m . , October 26, at the Denver Museum of Natural 
History. 

The Colorado Field Ornithologists elected new officers and Board members at 
the June meeting in Fort Collins (capably arranged by Dr. Ron Ryder and others at 
Colorado State University) . Ed Curry takes over as President, Mike Moulton as 
Vice President, Pilk Carter as Secretary. New Board members are Walter Graul, Van 
Truan, and Bruce Webb. 

3. 



I 

SU1111er 1976 C.F.O. ·Journal No. 27 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Editor: 

At first the Spring Bird Counts were birding for birding's sake. Now, however, 
these counts are being used for a variety of scientific studies and statements so it 
is important to keep all the counts throughout the State of Colorado consistent. 

For the past ten years, Durango has done a Spring Bird Count. From the beginning, 
we felt it was important to follow the Christmas Count P.ules. We felt by doing this , 
the information gathered each time would enhance each additional count. By keeping 
the count in the same area, the information can indicate bird diversity within that 
given area . Under these controlled conditions, statistical analysis of the information 
can be computed for any set of years or seasons. We go to the extent of keeping the 
same observers in the same areas each count . By doing this , any mistakes in iden
tification that might occur will be consistent. This method also insures the same 
areas of "favorite birding spots" will be covered in much the same manner each year . 

In our way of thinking, anything we might do to help gather information for 
the future should be done. We feel there are 363 other days a year to bird for plea
sure's sake. These other days can be carried out in any way the observer may wish, 
but for just two days a year we are willing to follow a set of rules--the Christmas 
Count Rules set up by the American Birds organization. 

Let's hear it for Christmas Count Consistency!! 

-Richard Stransky-

xxxxxxxxxx 
Editor : 

As one of the attendees at this year's Colorado Field Ornithologists - Western 
Bird Banding Association Joint Annual Meeting held June 4 through 6, 1976 at Fort Col
lins, I wish to express thanks to Dr. Ron Ryder for his superb efforts in making thi s 
year's convention one of the best ever. I am personally aware of the time and work 
put forth by Dr. Ryder in arranging for this highly successful meeting and he richly 
deserves the gratitude of both organizations. 

-Jack Reddall-

HELP ENDANG ERED SPECIES 
BUY A WILDLIFE CONSERV ATI ON STAM P 

Colora do now has a Non-game Wil dlife Section in t he Division of ~Jil d l ife, with 
one goal of enha ncement and protect ion o f endan gered species and their habitat . Ti ie 
fu ture of t hese animals depends l1e.Jvi l y on stron ~ citizen su pport and adquu te 
prog ram fun ding. Over 200 species of wi ldli fe ha ve dis ap pea re d i n t l1 e lJst 15 0 
years, nearly 50 of t hem from t he United States. 

The Division has begun a program to encoura ge' support of t h i s effort by 
non-hunters 1 non- f ishermen, through sa le o f wi l d li f e conservation s t amps . Recei pt s 
will be used exclusively to provide and develop habitat for endange red species, such 
as Black-footed Ferrets, Lesser Prairie Chicken s , and Greater Sand hill Cranes. 

To purchase a stamp, send you r name and add re ss with $5.00 to Colorado 
Division of Wildlife, 606D Broadway , Denver, Coloradio 80216. 

4. -John To-rres ... 
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CFO OFFICIAL RECORDS COMMITTEE 1975 REPORT 

Prepared by Jack Reddall, Cha.1raan 

The Colorado Field Ornithologiata - Official Records Colllllitteo has no• completed three 
and ono-half years of operations. During 1975 the Records Committee reviewed reports 
ot eleven epeciee of birds never before recorded within Colorado, re-evaluated the 
atatua of two species presently on the Official State L1at of the Birds of Colorado 
and reviewed or attempted to review a total of 160 individual reports of rare and 
unuaual apeciee reported from throughout the state. 

As a result of it• del1berationa, the Records Committee accepted four records of 
apecies now to Colorado - Hermit Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Louisiana Waterthruah and 
Scott's Oriole. Additionally, t .h• atatus or two apecies was re-evaluated and conse
quently it waa determined that they be deleted fro11 the Official State List - Yellow
billed Loon and Purple Gallinule. The result of these additions and changaa leaves 
the Official State List of the Birds of Colorado with a total of 425 species. 

Of the 160 individual reports of rare and unusual speciea, the Records Colllllittee ruled 
that 107 were acceptable with 34 being found unacceptable. In fifteen inatancea the 
observers failed to provide detail• upon request of tho Chairaan of the Record• Coa
mittee, while in four other caaea the observera involved replied that they could not 
supply factual data regarding their observations. Since its inception in May of 1972, 
the Records co .. ittee haa reviewed a total of 465 individual reports of rare and un
uaual apeciea, approving 384 for an acceptance rate of 83%. In moat caaea rejection 
wae due to the obaervera• inability to provide enough detailed docuaentation to con
vince the Records Comaittee aemberahip. Only in a few isolated ca••• was it determined 
that an out-and-out miaidentification had occurred on the part of the observer, which 
only points up the need for accurate and coaplete reporting by all field obaervera. 
The Records Comaittee continues to uphold its strong belief that it ia far better to 
turn down a "questionable" report than to take a lenient stand toward• acceptance. Thia 
can only perpetuate a high degree of credibility for Colorado records. 

A complete suamary of all reports of species recorded for the first time within Colorado 
follows, both those which were accepted as well as those which the Records CoaaittH 
tound unacceptable. In addition, a coaplate au .. ary ot all reports ot rare and unusual 
species accepted by the .Records Comaittee follows, depicting the number of bird• obaerved, 
photographed or collected, the location, the date or datea of the record along with the 
obaerver (a) who submitted documentation. No attempt ••• made to list all of the ob
aervera involffd in each report. A third auaaary also followe 11at1ng those report• 
which the Records Comaittee found unacceptable. Thie liet is identical to the preceding 
list with but one exception - the observer• eubllitting the report are not identified. 

The Recorde co .. ittee wisbee to expreae its appreciation to those Colorado field ob
servers as well as others from outside our state for their continued interest and co
operation in aaking this paet year an extre•ely intereeting and fruitful one for the 
Colorado Field Orn1tholog1ets, All in past years, the high number of reaponses for r•
queets of docuaented reports speaks for itself. 

5 . 
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Dar1ag 1975 the Colorado Jl'ield Ornithologiata - Oft1c1al Recorde Collaittee innetigated 
•l•••• report• of apeoi•• ••••r before recorded within Colorado. The conclaaiona reached 
b1 the Collaitt•• on each of th••• report• tollo•• (including re-eTaluationa of tao epe
ciu prenoaal1 acoepted and included on the Official State Liet ot the Bird• ot Colo
rado). 

YELLOW-BILLED LOO" (Gana adaaaU) 1'11• 110. 11-1-56 

Baile1 and Niedrach in their Birds of Colorado, 1965 (Volume I, page 75), listed one 
record of thie apeciu, an unffnd ;pe~IJMllll !lo. 7808) in i .. ature pluHge taken 
in Ad .. • Count1 on NoTemb•r 7, 1922 b1 Y. s. Saith (Bailey and Lincoln, 1954). They 
state that, •It ie poaeible that tbie and the following two loone (Arctic and Red
throated) recorded fro• the state on the baai• of from one to aeyeral recorde occur 
•Ore r•gularl1 than ia indicated, tor all are wary creature• and do not allow cloee 
approach, qaalified obeervera are few, and rarely are these divers taken by bunters. 
Aleo, th•1 are difficult to identity, tor birds in winter or i .. ature dress can be re
cognized only b1 co•par1son of apeci•ens. The lone Colorado record of tbia apeciea is 
a good eU11ple, tor it repoHd ill the Huaeua akin collection for thirty 1eare in the 
aeri•a of co .. on Loon akins, until ae atudied indiT1dual birda in the courae of pre,.
rat1on for thi• report". 

A thorough r•-•••luat1on of the cbaracteriatica uaed tor identification of ~ 
~. both in the field and in the band haa recentl1 been completed by Laurence c. 
Binford, California Acadeay of Sciences and J. V. Re•een, Jr., Huseu• of Vertebrate 
Zoolog1, UniTeraity of California. The reaulta of their re-evaluations are de,ailed 
in a nry enlightening diecuHion in Western Birds, Volume 5, Number 4, pagea 111 
throuch 126. During the courae of th~eatigationa, Binford and RHHn e:uained 
the atore•entioned Colorado apecimen taken in Adame County and have found it to be 
a aiaidentified co .. on Loon (Gana 1 .. er). Tbua, the Yellow-billed Loon ie being re
•Ond fro• the Official State t:i8t 'O't"'"'the Bird• of Colorado. 

Chairaan•a co .. ent: Binford and Remaen•a diacuseion of the Yelloa-billed Loon in !!!!
em Birde ie reco .. ended reading tor Colorado field obeernra. 
iiii'18"'t'i'e1d separation ot Yellow-billed Loons and co .. on Loons 1s 
tricky, it is not i•poaaible. Roaever, great care muet be exer
cised. A verified Yello•-billed Loon record in Colorado would be 
extre•ely unusual and ie not to be expected. 

PURPLE GALLINULE (Porphyrula aartin1ca) 1'1le No. 11-17-61 

The CYO Official Records Collai t tee has ruled to drop the Purple Gallinule from the 
Official State L1at of the Birds of Colorado. Thi• species waa 1ncluded on the State 
L1•t on the be•1• ot one record - a speci••n (aal•) secured by Hre. B. Hamblet at 
Ylorenoe, Fre•ont Count1 on June 17, 1911 (Cooke, 1912) which •a• mounted by taxi
deraiat Doertenbach. It waa reHd• into a akin and ie 1n the etudy collection at the 
Den••r Mue•u• ot "atural H1atory (!lo. 4749). 

The Collaitt••'• decision to delete th1a apeciee i• baaed upon the following endence 
supplied b1 Mr. J. v. Re•Hn, Jr., Huaeua of Vertebrate Zoology, UD1nrait1 ot Cali
fornia 1n a letter dated Septeaber 18, 1975: 

6. 
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"llhile v1•iting the DenTer Mueeua ot Natural B1etor7 in Septe•b•r 19?5, Allan 
R. Phillipe pointed out to .. that Colorado'• Purple Oalllnule •peoi• .. n• ob
v1oul7 a caged bird. I •Dllined the epeci••n and ooncurrd. Tbe na119 on th• 
toet are nearl7 completel7 worn ott - the bird had obrloaal7 been nllcl.ng on a 
eurtac• tor whioh 1te feet were not adapted. Tb• toH th•• .. lTH •how eign ot 
heaYJ abruion or poeaibl7 dieeaH. Th• lee color 1e notabl7 different tro• 
nor.al epeciHna. The pri•ariea are tra7ed and broken, •bowing characteriet1o 
aigna ot cage daaage; 11kew1ae, the tail i• worn and claaaged. Tb• bird ehoald 
not be conaidered a wild bird and the record •hould be di•r•garded. 

Dr. Phillipe, bHt known to birdwatcher• tor hi• !!J:.!!! .2! !!::!!2!!!.• i• a highl7 
reepected muaeu taxonoaiet and hu •Dllined 11teral17 hundred• ot thouaand• 
o t bird •p•ciHn•, and he h certain that the •peci••n apen.t ti•• in a oage. 
Anyone looking at the epeciHn woald hen to agrH that M 1e det1a1tel7 a 
nry abnormal bird~. 

BLACJC VULTtJRE ( Corar:rpe atratue) rue 110. 11-9-58 

Written documentation supporting the occurr .. ce ot a Black Vulture in Colorado hu bHa 
receind by the CFO Official Records CoJUdttee. One bird wu reported .approxi•atel)' 
tin nlee northeast ot Gannieon, O..nniaon Count7 on Jul7 21, 1975. 1ol10w1ag a renew 
ot the details submitted, the Collllittee ruled not to accept thia report due to inaut
ticient erldence. 

ChaiMlan •a co .. ent: Vague report• ot Black Vulturee occurring in Colorado continue to 
dritt in, but aa yet none ban been auitablr aubatant1ated (th• 
CoJUdttee has looked at ev1dence trom Paeblo County, the Great 
Sand Dun•• National Monu11ent and Colorado National MonuHnt in 
addition to the aboTe aighting near Gunnison). The occurrence or 
a Black Vulture would certainly be unu•ual in our state but not 
unexpected. It. should only be a •atter ot tiH until a well
documented sighting will add this specie• to the Otticial State 
List ot the Birds ot Colorado. 

HARRIS' HA11K (Parabuteo un1cinctus) Fl.le llo. 11-10-46 

The CFO Dtticial Records CollllittH has reviewed written documentation nrrounding th• 
report ot a Harri•' Hawk on the Pawnee National Grueled, Weld County on SeptHber 5, 
19?4. Following a rev1ew ot thi• report, the CoJUdttee ruled it too inconclueiT• and 
thus unacceptable tor inclusion ot the Barrie' Hawk on the Official State L1•t ot the 
Birda o t Colorado. 

Chairman's co1111ent: Thia was a ditticult decia1on tor the CoJUdttee. Apparently, fro• 
the detail• preeented, the obeernr uw a Barri•' Hawk d••pit• eo•• 
diepariti•• from normally expected plumage. HoweTer, a .. jority ot 
the CoJUdtt•• Me•b•r• felt that there was a etrong possibility ot 
this particular bird being an "Eecape". All atte•pt to ascertain 
whether an7 known "EecapH" could hue been in the area at the ti•• 
ot the obaerTation through the Colorado D1rla1on of 'f1ldl1te waa 
uneucceaatul. Tberetore, due to the high degrH ot uncertainty 
surrounding thia a1ght1ng, the co..ittH felt 1t beat to turu 1t 
down. 

7. 
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GROOVE-BILLED ANI (Crotophaga eulciroatris) FUe !lo. N-26-50 

The CFO Official Record• co .. itteo has completed its reYiew of written documentation 
aublli tted in connection with a sighting of one Groen-billed Ani one mile north of 
Golden along Colorado Highway 93 in Jefferson County. Based upon the eYidonce preeented, 
tho Committee rejected the report as being too sketchy and too brief in Yiewing time 
for inclusion of this apeciea on the Official State List of the Birds of Colorado. 

Chairman'• couent: Aa one Coaaittee Member co-•nted, "This report ie like our 
Pileated (Woodpecker) ones - believable, but lacking in con
vincing detail•"• It certainly would not be unreaeonablo to 
encounter a Groove-billed Alli in Colorado ae eome of our neigh
boring states haTe substantiated records. However, it would be 
quite unusual and certainly leas expected than some specie• that 
we have yet to aucceaatully record, such as the Pileated Wood
pecker, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Tufted Titmouse, Cactus Wren, 
to name a few. The Recorde Committee again reminds all Colorado 
field observers that carefully recorded details of all unueual 
sightings are required when presenting -reports ot rare species or 
specie• new to Colorado. 

RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD ( Archilochus colubris) File No. N-31-31 

Written documentation supporting tho occurrence of a Ruby-throated Hummingbird at 
Marehdale (about tour miles south of Evergreen), Jefferson County from May 20, 1975 
through May 22, 1975 has been ruled inconclueive by the CFO Official Records Co .. 1ttee. 
Thus, this species still remains to be recorded satisfactorily from within our state 
tor inclusion on the Official State List of the Birds of Colorado. 

Chairman's com•ent: This is yet another species that eventually will be safely recorded 
from Colorado. Observers should be on the alert tor 1t, particularly 
along our eastern borders where all huamingbirda encountered should 
be carefully studied and docuHnted. · 

PILEATED WOODPECKER (Dryocopuo pileatus) File No. N-33-49 

The CFO Official Records Committee has exallined documentation presented to substantiate 
the occurrence of a Pileated Woodpecker in the Comanche Burn above Coaanche Reeervotr 
between Fort Collin• and Laporte in Larimer County. This sighting wae made or a single 
bird in flight just prior to suneot on October 12 1 1974. Following a reYiow ot the eYi
dence subaitted, the Records Committee ruled to reject thie Sight Report on the grounds 
that the obeerver had only a brief Yi•• of the bird in question and waa unable to pro
Yide any specific identifying field mark.a other than a silhouette. The Pileated Wood
pecker ae yet romaine to be reported satiefactorily fro• Colorado. 

Chairman's comment1 Ae wae predicted tor such species ae the Caspian Torn, Blue-winged 
Warbler and Scott's Oriole, the Pileatod Woodpecker will be eatie
tactorily recorded trom within our etate in the future. It ia only 
a aatter of ti•• before a well-docuaented report will be receiTed. 
Bailey and Niedrach in their~ of~. 1965 (Volume II, 
pages 485 and 486) Hated f1 Ye preYioua record• for Pileated Wood
pecker eightinga in Colorado. The Official Records Committee, at it• 
first General Meeting in Durango, May 18, 1973, ruled not to include 
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this apeciee when Htablhhing the Official State L1et ot the 
Bird• of Colorado •inc• thH• fin record• were not conaidered 
as oonT1ncing enough •Tidence to support inclusion of th1• apeci••· 
All Colorado field oba•rT•r• are urged to be aware of the poeaibil• 
ity of coming aoroH Pileated Woodpeckers eoaewhere 'l'ith1n our state. 

lrRENTIT (Chou fuciata) Fl.le No. H-40A-54 

Written documentation to support the occurrence of a Wrentit baa been receiT•d by the 
CFO Official Records Collllll1tt••• A aingle bird wae reported obeerTed at the baee of 
Arthnr•e Rock weet of Horeetootb ReeerToir (at an eleTation of about 6000 1 ), Fort 
Colline, Lariaer County. After rerte'l'ing this report, the Records Collllitt .. ruled not 
to accept it and therefore deny ite addition to the Official State L1et of the Bird• 
of Colorado. 

Chairaan•e comaent: Th1" aedentary apeciee 1• confined to the coastal regions from 
aonthern California north to at least southern Oregon. Its occur
rence in Colorado (other than a highly improbable escape) i• not 
to be e:r:pected. 

HERMIT WARBLER (Dllndroica occidentalie) Fl. le No. N-52-52 

The CFO Official Record• Collllll1ttee has receind written documentation to support the 
occurrence ot one adult male Herait Warbler at Pueblo City Park, Pueblo, Pueblo County 
on May 8, 1975. Following consideration of the details submitted, the Records Coa
m1tt•e ruled to accept this report and add this species to the Official State Liet of 
the Birds of Colorado. Written docuaentation and a detailed sketch were prortded by the 
single obeerTer - Van A. Truan ot Pueblo. 

Mr. Truan reported ae follows: "While birding in City Park, I obserYed a warbler fly
catching in the top area of a ponderosa pine. I then •psh1ahed' and the bird c .. e down 
to about eight feet from me. The bird had a bright yellow face and crown, black throat, 
white breast except the upper part which was black, two white 'l'ingbars on gray 'l'inga, 
a dark gray back and black nape and lower halt of the back of the bead. Th• bird was 
feeding around the aale cones and new bud areae ot the pine. It then flew down to a 
lower branch directly in front ot me at about tin feet. The bird was in diract sun
light at this ti••· I then noted the dark lege, dark eye, white aides 'l'ith black 
streaks running down them, and the tail (which was •lightly forked, dark on top and 
white underneath)"• 

Mr. Truan first observed this bird troll 8:35 A.M. to 8:40 A.M. He left to 1'8trine hie 
c .. era, returning about twenty minute• later in an effort to photograph the bird. He 
succeeded in relocating it, obaerT1ng it again tor another fiTe minutes or so but he 
'l'H uneucceaatul in obtaining an:r pictures before the bird flew off. Similarly appur
ing species were satisfactorily eliainated, Ho song or call was described by the 
observer. 

Chairman's co .. ent: A Hermit Warbler in Colorado 1e long onrdue. Otljer reports are to 
be expected. 

PRAIRIE WARBLER (Dllndroica discolor) Fl.le No. N-52-51 

On May 10, 1975, Colorado recorded it• first Prairie Warbler, a aingle adult male in 
breeding pluaange along the South Platte R1nr at Waterton, Jetferaon County. Written 

9. 
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docuaentation aupporting thie Sight Report waa receiHd from Dr. Paul R. Julian of 
Boulder, Rugh 1C1nger7 of DenHr and Allen Stokea, aleo of l>ennr. Baaed upon the de
tail• proYided by these three obaerYera, the CFO Otticial Recorda Comaittee hae ruled 
to accept thia record of the Prairie Warbler and add ita naae to the Otticial State 
L1at of the Bird• ot Colorado • 

.!?£. Julian reporta fro• notea aade at tiae of observation: "Bird waa feeding in 
cottonwooda in coapany With other warblere, 8111, actiona and color all wore 
indicatiY• of warbler epeciea. All yellow underpart•, striped aides, wag1 tail. 
Double black face aarka. (At thie point I aaid 'Prairie Warbler•), All olive back. 
Rugh !Cingery ea7a to look tor Wingbare, None or very faint on second look. Later 
look included brief inatant when bird wae head down With back facing ae and the eun 
to •1 back, At that in•tant I got the iapreeeion of faint, reddish streaking, Dur
ing second aighting, 40-45 ainutee later, I looked again for theao elue1Ye marka but 
could not ••• the•. Throat, all 7ellow. Underaide ot tail, whitish entire length, 
Onl7 queationable point at the ti•• waa the lack of pronounced Wingbare. Potoreon 
and Robbin• Guide• portrAJ bird With pronounced white bare. RoweYer, Grieco• and 
Sprunt Cl!!!:!!!!!:! .!!.! !!2£!J! .!!.!.!:ll!,) and Bent both eay bare are 7el1owteh-wh1te." 

.!!J1e Yl!4!£l.1 "Bleary-7ed from many Yellow-rumped Warblers, I tiret noticed thie 
one becauao it had a 7ellow breast With black atreald.nga, At tirat I thought Mag
nolia, but it had no white; thereupon I gueeaad Prairie, Attar we bad studied it 
tor ten ainutee, another warbler flew at it and chased it out or the tr••· We loat 
it , , , • and tiftaen ainutae later eoaeona found it again, The bird wae feeding 
in aediua to ••all cottonwoods, at the top halt. It picked ott ineecte, contracting 
or puaping ite tail regularly (I wouldn't call it •wagging•). Re moved conetantly, 
not conduciYe to noting tield aarke, It had an oliYe back and cap, yellow face With 
two black horizontal etreaka (I don•t reaeaber that one went through the eye or not). 
It alao had a black epot, below theae two black linee, in the cheek, It had a yellow 
broaat With black atreaka on the eido, yellow throat, broaet, belly, undertail coverts 
and bad a white under aide of the tail. 'nlo Wings had only faint wingbara, not at all 
conapicuoua. Tho bird waa the size of a Virginia'•• eaaller than Audubon'•· . We look
ed tor the reddish etreaka in tho back, but I did not aea any. The feeding action waa 
distinctiYe - aa it picked ineecte ott the catkin• it wou l d pull the tail down -
contract or puap it - and etretch out again, Thie wae a frequent action. It almost 
aeeaod like a habit the bird bad to keep it• balance while feeding." 

Allen Stoku: "On three different occasions bird was about JO feet above ground in 
'COttOniiOOdi:" Bird ata7ed on one branch for aenral llinutea before aoYing to another 
branch, Frequently it would bend forward being upside down on a brancb, It was not 
eaaily disturbed by obaervers, Six inchee long; warbler shape; yellow underparts, 
oliTe back, yellow bead, very black streak through eye and under eye, Black streaks 
extending along sidea fro• head to tail, White under tail feathers tor complete 
length. On one of three occaaions I saw a reddish blur on the back aa it was tilting 
OTer on a branch toward ae. I don't reaeaber paying any attention to the bill. Winge 
had two taint wtngbara." 

Chairaan•s co•ent: A Hcond Prairie Warbler was reported troa Boulder May JO and 31, 
1975 coaplete With aagniticent color photographs, 
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il)UISIAJIA WATERTHRUSH (Seiurus motacilla) Filt No. N-52•55 

The CJiU Otticial Records Coaaittao baa roTiewed a written report supporting tht occnrr• 
once ot a Louisiana Watorthrueh in Cottonwood Canyon, Baca Count7 on June 1, 1975 and 
June 2, 1975. Attar eTaluating the documentation eubllitttd by the obeerTtr, Loi• E. 
We bater ot Aurora, the Coaa1 ttoe ruled to accept thie report and add tht Louieiana 
Watarthrueh to the Otticial State List ot tho Birds ot Colorado. 

The observer reported as follows: 110n June 
thrush or an Ovenbird bobbing as it walked. 
seen an Ovenbird in that same spot earlier. 
flew, I decided it must have been a Northern 

1, I saw a bird which reaeabltd a Water-
! quickly looked at ita head because I had 
Since 1t didn • t hue a ru•t1 cap and it 
Waterthrush (Seiurus noTeboraceneia)". 

From her field notes: "The warbler I beard on Juno 1 began to sing about 7:00 A.H. 
after I had been in the area about fifteen llinutos. s .. o song as I heard on Jun• 1. 
Found bird •inging about twenty feet up facing •• - a Watorthruah. Thia bird had a 
s t rong white eye-line - streaked breast. I took special note or tho white throat 
which had no apparent streaking. Was impressed by tho unlike warbler bill - atrong 
and long". 

The obsornr described the bird'• song as tallows: •• I heard a bird downstra .. 
in the trees, It wasn't the song of tho Northern Waterthrnsh. Thie song waen•t nearl1 
as explosive . I really thought it was another warbler. It kept moTing and then sing
ing. The song reaombled the eong of the Cheetnut-aidod Warbler, but did not ban as 
sharp a note preceding t he descending phrase. The nnt day I saw the Waterthrueh 
singing the same song". 

Chairman's co .. enta: Fl.old separation of the two species of Waterthruehes ia e:rt
ramely tricky, particularly in the west. Moat ot the popular 
Field Guidos tend to ovarstreee certain characteristics (throat 
spotting), incorrectly describe others (e1t•l1ne) and tail to 
mention ench diagnostic teaturH a• the flan.I< color. Howner, 
the TOCalizations of tht two epeciee are quite dietinctiT• and 
herein lay the buis tor the Coaa1ttee 1 e acceptance deepi te the 
lack of concrete details describing the bird's appearance . 
Colorado field obaernre are urged to acq11a1at theuelTH with 
Dr. Laurance c. Bintord'e treatise on "ldentificatiH ot Jorth
ern and Loaisiana Waterthruehee" u pabl1ehed in California 
~(now.!!.!!!!.!~), Volume 2, Number 1, page• 1-10. 

HOODED ORIOLE (Ictarue cucullatue) Fl.le No. 1-54-64 

The CJiU Otticial Record• Coaaittoe attempted to track down the detail• snrrouding the 
report ot an occurrence of a Hooded Oriole at Colorado Springe, El Pua Count1 on 
Hay 14, 1970 (eee .'!'.!!! ~ ~ Ornithologtet, lfuaber 8, page 23 w!Uch •uaurizea 
the reeulte or the State-wide Spring Count• tor 1970). The obeerTer wae located and 
eubeequontly contacted b7 the Chairaan. Regrettably, tho obeernr conld not recall an7 
specific details ot this sighting and kept no field notH. Thu• the Collllitt•' could 
not enluate this record and the Hooded Oriole still reaaiu to be added to the Official 
State List ot tbe Birds of Colorado. 
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SCOTT'S ORIOLE (Icterua pariaorum) File No. 1'•54•53 

On Hay 1, 19?5, John . and Joyce Cooper of Lakewood ObHrnd one sub-adult male (tirat 
year) Scott•• Oriole at Red Rocks Park, Morrison, Jefferson County. On the following 
day, May 2, 19?5, J. v. Reuen, Jr., aleo of Lakewood, saw the eaae bird at the sue 
location. Written doc1111entat1on submitted by these obaerTera has been reTiewed by 
the CFO Official Records COIUlittee. Baaed upon the detail• turniahed by Cooper and 
Remsen, the Records Collllittee baa ruled to accept these Sight Reports and to add the 
Scott'• Oriole to the Official State List of the Birds of Colorado (nuaber 425). 

John Cooper reported watching the bird from 10:00 A.H. until 10:30 A.H. as it de
liberately fed on cottonwood catkins. It did not move more than fifteen feet during 
the one-half hoar period of observation. Mr. Cooper described his bird as follows: 
"Slender black and yellow bird, slightly smaller than a Robin. !!!ll= Oriole-type -
fairly long, uniformly tapered to sharp point; black. ££2:!!! !!!,!! ~: Browniah
black; crown and nape show olive when Tiewed from rear. !!!l!!.1 Brownish-black. !!£!_: 
Brownish-black. !!!!:2!11 Brownish-black. :§Z!: Black. .!l£!!!l !!!,!! §!.!!.!!: Breast, 
brownish-black; aides, greenish-yellow. Bally !!!i !l!!!!!: Greenish-yellow. Underta11 
Coverts: Greenish-yellow. Back: Brownish-black With faint olive-green atreakll. 
ii1n§;:- Brownish-black With ~white 'l'ingbars. .l!!!!J!: Yello'l'iah-green. Uppertail 
£2.!.!!!!: Yellowish-green. !!.P.P!!:, .§.!..!!! !1..!. !!!.!= Brownish-black. .!la.!!!£ .§!i!. !/.!. !!!.!= 
Greenish-yellow. Shape !/.!. !!!.!• Rather long With rounded tip. The bird was silent." 
Similarly appearing species were satisfactorily eliminated. 

Van Remsen reported: "An obvious Icterus with predominant colors greenish-yellow and 
black. Perhaps somewhat larger an~er than Bullock•a. Bill: Typical oriole 
shape; very alight decurvature, moderate length, thick base, por;;'ted tip and dark. 
1,!.e: Dark. ££2:!!!, !2!:!.!!.!.!l! !!!i .!!21 Entire head black. !!£!_ 1 Black. :§Z! 1 Dark. 
Throat: Black. Breast and Sides: Greenish-yellow (about color of female Orchard 
~ - perhaps ao;;;;iiat""g,.;;;n;;;:). Belly, !!!!!!!!. !!!!! Undertail ~I Greeniah
yellow. ~: Greenish-yellow with dark, blackish longitudinal atreakll. 1'1nse: Dark 
with two white wingbara. !!l!!l!• Greenish-yellow. Uppertail ~: Greenish-yellow. 
!!.P.P!!:, .§!i!. !1..!. !!!.!• Blackish - some paler greenish color on outer tail feathers 
(pro:r:i .. l fl - only eeen as a tlaah in flight, Shape !/.!. !!!.!= Moderate length, 
slightly graduated • .!!!!!!!!2rl Forged Tery deliberately ·in the top (30') ot flowering 
cottonwood, probing into the flower clusters, sometime• hanging downwards. Voice: 
Gave a call note similar to that of Brewer• a Blackbird." Similarly appearingep;ciea 
were satisfactorily eliminated. 

Chairman•• co .. ente: Van Remaen took a number or color photographs or this bird. 
RoweTer, he returned to purane his atudiea in South America 
before haTing them developed. Ropetully, the Record• Com
mittee will receive cop1ee in the near future, 
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.!!E!!!1!! Q!: INVESTIGATIONS Q!: ~ ~ ~ ~ lJ! ~ 

~~ 

ARCTIC LOON (Gana arctica). One in winter plu11ago (1-75-9), Main Reaervoir, Lakewood, 
Jottoreon Count7, 11-29•1974 (SM, RW). One in winter pluaage (1-75-164), Narraguinnep 
Reservoir near Dolores, Montezuaa County, 10-30.1975 (RWS), 

LITTLE BLUE HERON (Florida caerulea), One adult (5-75-33), Denver, Denver County, 
4-12-1975 through 4-15-1975 (RA, JB, HH, TM), Photographed (HR), .!.!.i!!. ~ .!!!£Qll£. 

CATTLE EGRET ( Bubulcue ibis), Two adults ( 5-75-26), Muon 1 s Pond on Florida Mesa near 
Durango, La Plata County, 4-16-1968 (TF), Si:r adulte (5-75-150), Latham Reaervoir, 
Weld County, 8-7-1975 through 8-16-1975 (tin seen on 9-6-1975 and at least one re
•ained in tho area through 9-30-1975). Photographed (HH), 

LOUISIANA HERON (Hydranaeea tricolor), One adult ( 5·75-121), North Poudre Reeervoir 
No, 5 near Wellington, Larimer County, 6-13-1975 (ATC, MRS). Photographed (ATC), 

ill ~ .!!!£2ll£. 
LEAST BITTERN (Ixobrychua ex111o). One adult ( 5·75-35), Sawhill Ponds, Boulder, Boulder 

County, 6-3-1973 (PM), Photographed (CCh), 

TRUMPETER SWAN (Olor buccinator). One immature male (8-75-160), Bowle• Lake, Bow-Mar, 
Jotter.on Count7, 12-1-1975 (WG). Apparently the oame bird was observed and photo
graphed at Main Reaorvoir, Lakewood, Jetteroon County, 12-1 (or 12-2), 1975 (HP), 
Thia awan •••wearing a coded (18TA) yellow neck collar and wao banded on 9-9-1975 in 
tho Grand Prairie area aoae 280 aileo northweot ot Edmonton, Alberta, Canada by Dr. 
W, D, Stophona ot tho Canadian 11'1ld11fe Service, ~ ~ .!!!£Qll£. 

OLDSQUAlf (Clangula hyeulU). One iuature (8-75-162), Paetorioue ReaerYoir, Durango, 
La Plata County, 11-16-1975 (RlfS). Photographed (PR), 

SURP' SCOTER (Mllanitta porap1cillata). One i••ature (8-75-163), Paatoriouo Reaervoir, 
Durango, La Plata County, 11-12-1975 through 11-14-1975 (RWS). 

BLACK SCOTER (Molanitta n1gra). One i .. ature or teaale (8-75-146), Ba••line R11ervoir, 
Boulder, Boulder County, 10-26-1975 through 11-30-1975 (RA, JR), This bird wae joined 
by & eecond Onl Which WU prHlnt during •uch Of NOYHber, m ~ .!!!£2Jl£, Two 
iaaaturea or tomal•• (8-75-154), Cherr1 Creek Reservoir, Arapahoe County, 11•9•1975 
through 11-16-1975 (RA, JR), §1!!. §!!I! .!!!£Qll£. One eub-adult male (8-75-161), Cherry 
Creek Roaorvoir, Arapahoe County, 11·\5-1975 through 11-22-1975 (RA). ill~ .!!!£Qll£. 
Ono 1aaaturo or fHalo (8-75-155), Kendrick Lake, Laknood, Jefferson Count7, 11-15-1975 
and 11-16-1975 (HH). Photographed (HH), .!.Qll §!!I! .!!!£Qll£. 

MISSISSIPPI KITE (Ictinia a1a1a1ppiansis), Ona adult ( 10-75-54), Fort Colline, LariHr 
County, 5.19.1975 (DWS). 

RUFFED GROUSE (Bonaea u.mballue). One toule with threo young bird• (lJ-75-25), Her.oea 
Park, San Juan National Foroat, La Plata County, 7-27-1947 (OR), J£!! §!!I! .!!!£2Jl£, 

PIPING PLOVER ( Charadriua Hlodue). One adult ( 18-75-50), Rod Lion Stat"e 11'1ldl1tt Area 
eaat of Crook, Logan Count7, 5-10-1975 (SL, VR), .!m §!!I! .!!!£Qll£. Ono adult (18-75-60), 
Union Reaenoir, Weld County, 5-15-1975 through 5-17-1975 (BHC, SL). 18th STATE RECORD, 
Two adult• (18-75-59), Cherry Creek Roaervo1r, Arapaho• Count1, 5-17-i9?'5 (KW), .121!!. 
~ .!!!£2ll£. One adult (18·75-127), Juabo ReeerYoir, Logan Count7, 9·7-1975 (VRY:--~ 
~ .!!!£Qll£. Two adult• (18-75-153), I.alto Meredith, Cro•l•1 County, on• banded 
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(#1141-75871) on 9•13-1975 and one banded (#1141-75884) on 9-14-1975 (VT).~~ 

~~~. 

HUDSONIAN OODWIT (Limoea haemastica). One adult (19-75-67), C.F.&I. Lakes, Pueblo, 
Pueblo County, 5•29-1975 (VT). ill~ .!!!£Q!!l!. 

RUDDY TURNSTONE (Arenaria interpres). One adult (18-75•79), C.F.&I. Lakes, Pueblo, 
Pueblo County, 5·5-1975 through 5-7-1975 (DAG). One adult ( 18-75-103), Jumbo Reservoir, 
Logan County, 5-11-1975 (RA, 111). 

RED PHALAROPE (Phalaropus tulicariua). One adult female (21-75-64), Monte Vista National 
Wildlife R~tuga, Rio Grande County, 6-1-1975 (CB, WJ). fil ~ .!!!£Q!!J!. One adult •ale 
(21·75-1'49) collected at Barr Lake, Adau County, 9-16-1975, Denver Museua ot Natural 
History No, 36147 (RA reporting), 6th STATE RECORD. One non-breeding adult (21-75-133), 
Barr Lake, Adams County, 9-20-1975{RA, HH, JR). Photographed (HH). fil ~ .!!!£Q!!!!. 

SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER (L111nodro11ua griseus). One adult (19-75-66), Erie Lakes near 
Lafayette, Boulder County, 4-8-1975 (SL). fil .2,!!I!! .!!!£Q!!J!. 

RED KNOT (Calidrie canutus), One in winter plumage (19-75-131), Nee Grande Reservoir, 
Kiowa County, 8-30-1975 (TG). 

POl!ARINE JAEGER (Stercorariua pomartnus). One immature (22-75-147), Cherry Creek Reser
voir, Arapahoe County, 10·5·1975 (RA, WL, JR). Photographed (111) • .12!.h rn .!!!£Qfil!. 

PARASITIC JAEGER (Stercorariua parasiticua). One immature (22-75-116), Cherry Creek 
Reeenoir, Arapahoe County, 8-15-1975 (MOS). 11th STATE RECORD. One adult (22-75-152), 
Lake Meredith, Crowley County, 9-13-1975 (VT). 12th STATE RECORD. 

LAUGHING GULL (Larue atricilla). One breeding adult (23-75-41), Sloan's Lake, Denver, 
Denver County, 5•5•1975 and 5·6·1975 (JRC, VR, BrW). 8th STATE RECORD, One breeding 
adult (23-75-68), Holbrook Reaenoir, Otero County, 5:iii-i975"CVT), fil rn .!!!£Qfil!. 
One breeding adult (23•75-81), Jumbo Reservoir, Logan County, 6-8-1975 (JLB, ND), 
.12!.h rn .!!!£Q!!l!. 

FRANKLIN'S GULL (Larue pipixcan). One breeding adult (23-75-19), Leggett Owen Reaenoir, 
Boulder, Boulder County, 2-1-1975 (BK). 

BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE (Rl.aea tridactyla). One iuature (23-75-28), Boyd Lake and Horee
ahoe Lake, Loveland, Lartaer County, 3-8-1975 through 3-18-1975 (RA, DBB, SL, BrW). 
Photographed (SL, BrW) • fil rn .!!!£Qfil!, 

COMMON TERI! (Sterna birundo). One breeding adult (23-75-106), Sloan'• Lake, Denver, 
Den'Hr County, 5-31-1975 (RA). One sub-adult (23-75-110), Sloan's Lake, Denver, Denver 
County, 8-11-1975 (JR). 

CASPIAN TERll (Hydroprogne caapia). One adult (23-75-117), Fort Colline, Lariaer County, 
7-5-1975 (RB).~ §.?A!!~. 

WHITE-WillGED DOVE (Zenaida aeiatlca). Two adults with one male collected (25•75-130), 
twenty-two ail .. due eeet ot Eaton, Weld County, 9-2-1975 and 9-6-1975 (TR). Photo
graphed (RAR). ill rn .!!!£Qfil!. 

SNOWY 0111 (Nyctea ecandiaca). One adult (28-75-69), 4.6 miles weat ot Crook, Logan County, 
2-8-1975. Photographed (SL). 

SPOTTED 0111 (Strix occidental1e). One adult (28-75•57), Rocky Mountain Araenal, Adau 
County, 6-3-1975 through 6•5•1975 (RF, HB). Photographed (RF, HB), .!.fil rn .!!!QQfil!. 
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BOREAL OllL (Aegolius tunereue). One iaaature (28-75-2), about fi.ye ail•• north ot 

Chaabers Lake on Laraa:l.e Rinr Road, Larimer County, 7-U-1974 (JLIJ). l!!!!. !!!!:!:!: ~· 

BLACK PHOEBE (Sayornh nigricana). One adult 04-75-43), C.F.&I. Lakee, Pueblo, Pueblo 
County, 4-20-1975 (VT). Photographed (VT). !I!!!.~~. 

EASTERN IJOOD PEIJEE (Contopus virens). One (34-75-63). Julesburg, Sedgwick County, 
5-24-1975 (llL). 8th STATE RECORD. One (34-75-124), Prewitt ReaerToir, 1Jaeh1ngton 
County, 7-17-1975TIJB). fil S'UTE ~. 

PURPLE MARTIN (Progne eubis). Two or three (36-75-22), Jackson Gulch Du, Montezuma 
County, 7-9-1950; number observed (?), one-halt mile we•t of Paatorioue ReaerToir, 
Durango, La Plata County, 5-10-1965; number obserYed (?), at the Tho .. a J. Frizell 
Ranch, Durango, La Plata County, 4-29-1969 (OR). Three (36-75-165), Summit Lake, 
eight miles northwest of Mancos, Montezuma County, 8-14-1975 and 8-28-1975 (RIJS). 

SHORT-BILLED MARSH IJREN (Cistothorus platensia). Two adults (42-75-139), Lath .. Reser
voir, lfeld County, 5-25-1969 and 5-30-1969 (RA). 8th STAT!: RECORD. One (42-75-31), 
c.F.&I. Lakes, Pueblo, Pueblo County, 4-5-1975 (Jr;-TM, RSa). 10th ~ ~. 

BRCIJN THRASHER (Tozostoma rutua). One (43-75-48). Boulder, Boulder County, winter ot 
1974-1975 (TV). 

BENDIRE 1S THRASHER (Tozostoma bendirei). One (43-75-51), BayN.eld, La Plata County, 
8-2-1974 and 8-3-1974 (BM, PMe), Photographed (BM, !'Me), Song recorded on tape (BM, PMe), 
k!!~~. 

VARIED THRUSH (boreus naevius), One female (44-75-119), Boulder, Boulder County, 
11-19-1975 (EH), 

WOOD THRUSH (Hylocichla mustelina). One adult (44-75-7), Boulder, Boulder County, 
1-8-1975 (RV). One adult (44-'15-84), Crook, Logan County, 6-8-1975 (ND), 

GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH (Hylocichla minimal. On• (44-75-46), Bonny ReserToir, Yuma County, 
5-11-1975 (SL, VR), llt!l !!!!:!:!: ~. 

IJHITE-EYED VIREO (Vireo grieeue), One adult (51-75-92), East Carrizo Creek, Baca County, 
5-31-1975 and 6-1-1975 (LIJ). k!! !!!!:!:!: ~. 

PHILADELPHIA VIREO (Vireo ph1ladelph1cua), One adult (51-75-137), Loa Verdes Golt Course, 
Arapahoe County, 9-14-1971 (RA), ~ ~ ~· One adult (51-75-99), Barr Lake, 
Ad .. a County, 5-13-1975 (RA), ~ !!!!:!:!: .!!!!:.Q!m. Two adults (51-75-158), Barr Lake, 
Adaae County, 10-17-1975 (RA). ~ ~ ~. 

PROTHONOTARY IJARBLER (Protonotaria citrea), One pair (52-75-42), Bonny ReHrYOir, Tuma 
County, 5-11-1975 (HH). Photographed (HH), ill!!.!!!!:!:!: .!!!£2.!!!!• One tamale (52-75-61), 
Jumbo ReserToir, Sedgwick County, 5-11-1975-TiLl. j21!!. !!!I!~· 

SIJAINSON'S IJARBLER (L1mnothlyp1a awa1naon11). One adult (52-75-52), Boulder, Boulder 
County, 5-20-1975 and 5-21-1975 (SL, Jll), k!! !!!!:!:!: .!!!!l2J!!!• 

WORM-EATING IJARBLER (Helaitheros veraivorua), One adult (52-75-120), Spring Canyon near 
Fort Collins, Lari .. r Count7, 4-25-1975 ,CSMM), Photographed (SMM), 

15 . 



·-

Su11111er 1976 C. F .0 . Journal No . 27 
ClOLDEll-WINGED WARBLER (Ver11ivora chr7aoptera), One aale (52-75-47), Colorado Springe, 

El Paeo County, .5-9-1975 (EW). 16th ~ ~. One male (52-?5-132), Pueblo, Pueblo 
County, 5-10-19?5 (JL). l.Zll §.!!!! ~· One male (52-?5-62), Julesburg, Sedgwick 
County, 5-24-19?5 (WL). 18th §.!!!! ~· 

BLUE-WINGED WARBLER (Veraivora pinus). One •ale (52-?5-82), Boulder, Boulder County, 
5-3-19?5 (DBB, ND, PM). ill~~· One male (52-?5-83), Boulder, Boulder 
County, 5-10-19?5 (SR). 2i!!. ~ ~· 

NASHVILLE WARBLER (Vermivora ru!'icapilla), One male (52-?5-24), Hermosa Park, San Juan 
National Forest, La Plata Count7, 8-24-194? (OR). One in fall plumage (52-75-15), 
Boulder, Boulder County, 11-30-19?4 and 12-1-19?4 (RV, TV), 

CAPE MAY WARBLER (Dendroica tigrina). One feaale (52-?5-45), Two Buttes Reservoir, Baca 
County, 5-3-19?5 (SL, VR). fil ~ ~· 

T011!1SEND 1 S WARBLER (Dendroica townsendii). One female (52-?5-15?), Boulder, Boulder 
County, 11-16-19?5 (TV). 

BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER (Dendro1ca fusca). One female (52-?5-94), s~whill Ponds, Boulder, 
Boulder County, 5-31-1975 (SL) • .s.z!!! ~ ~· One pair (52-?5-93), Boulder, 
Boulder County, 6-1-1975 (DBB, SL).~~~. One female (52-?5-95), Boulder, 
Boulder County, 5-29-1975 through 6-1-19?5 (SL). Photographed (SL). g21J! ~ ~· 

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (Dendro1ca dominica), One adult (52-75-32), Barr Lake, Adaas County, 
4-12-19?5 (TM), .z1h ~ ~· One adult (52-?5-89), Pueblo, Pueblo County, 
5-4-19?5 (DAG). 8th~~· 

CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER (Dendroica pensylvanica), One breeding pair (52-75-1 66), Boulder, 
Boulder County, June and July 1975. Nest with young Brown-headed Cowbird photographed 
(DBB).~~~~· 

BAT-BREASTED WARBLER (Dendroica castanea), One male (52-75-30), Fort Morgan, Morgan 
Count7, 5-19-19?3 (JCR). One male (52-75-76), four miles west of Jefferson, Park 
County, 6-15-1975 (KR), 

PINE WARBLER (Dendroica pinue), One female (52-75-134), Crow Valley Park, Briggsdale, 
Weld County, 9-12-1975 (VR), 8th~~· 

PRAIRIE WARBLER (Dendroica discolor), One •ale (52-75-58), Boulder, Boulder County, 
5-30-19?5 and 5-31-1975 (BHC). Photographed (SL). 2nd STATE RECORD. One male (52-75-144), 
Andrew Orr Ranch 22 miles east of Greeley, Weld County, 6-2-1975through 6-17-1975 (AT), 
~~~. 

PALM WARBLER (Dendroica palmarum). One adult (52-75-12), Antonito, Conejos County, 
10-30-1974 through 11-1-1974 (FC). Photographed (FC). One adult (52-75-80), Durango, 
La Plata County, 5-31-1975 (Hlf). 

KENTUCKY WARBLER (Opororn1s foraoeue), Ono adult (52-75-56), Longmont, Boulder County, 
5-6-19?5 (AC), Banded (AC), Photographed (VW), ill~~· One adult (52-75-39), 
Boulder, Boulder County, 5-13-1975 (DBB, BRC, BeW), 2i!!. ~ ~· 

HOODED WARBLER (wtleonta citrina), One male (52-75-49), Boulder, Boulder County, 5-10-1975 
(BBC), One feaal• (52-75-53), Fort Morgan, Morgan County, 5-22-1975 (JCR), One aale 
(52-75-141), Boulder, Boulder County, 9-25-19?5 (PM), 

CAllADA WARBLER (W1laon1a canadeneia), One aale (52-75-135), Loa Verdes Golf Course, 
Arapahoe Count7, 10-27-19?0 (RA), ill~~· 

16 . 



I 

Summer 1976 C.F.O. Journal No. 27 
EASTERN MEADOllLARll: (Stur~ella aagna). Two (54-75-37), Red Lion State Wildlife Area, 

Logan County, 4-20-1975 (RA, SL), !!.Bfil: ~ ~· Ten (54-75-44), Red Lion State 
llildlife Area, Logan County, 5-10-1975 (VR), ~ ~ ~. 

Chairaan'• coaaent: There are "numerous" reports of Ei.etern Meadowlarks tor Colorado 
colling aoatly troa the eastern border counties. However, the 
above two reports constitute the first two factual documented 
records for the atate and the report on 4-20-1975 should be 
considered the first authenticated one for Colorado, 

SCOTT'S ORIOLE (Icterue parisorua), One male (54-75-90), Waterton, Jefferson County, 
5-3-1975 (HK, TM, RSa). ~ ~ ~· One male (54-75-91 ), Golden, Jetrerson 
County, 5-5-1975 (GS). ~ ~ ~. One male (54-75-101), McCoy, Eagle County, 
6-15-1975 thrcugh 6-17-1975 (ME), !t!J!. ~ ~· 

SUMMER TANAGER (Piranga rubra). One aale (55-75-151 ), Boulder, Boulder County, 6-8-1975 
(TV). 

PURPLE FINCH (Carpodacus purpureus). One female (56-75-21 ), Durango, Le Plata County, 
12-5-1974 through at least 3-20-1975 (EF). Photographed (EF) • .!.2!J! ~ ~· 
One fe•ale (56-75-10), Pueblo, Pueblo County, 1-1-1975 through 2-5-1975 (DAG). 
11th STATE RECORD. One female (56-75-148), Barr Lake, Adams County, 10-24-1975 and 
i"0-25:i"9'75 '('iii)."12th ~ ~. 

WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL (Loxia leucoptera). One pair (56-75-70), Echo Lake, Clear Creek 
County, 6-8-1975 (Ill.), 

RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE ( P1p1lo erythrcpthal11us), One male ( 56-75-16), Greeley, Weld County, 
1-28-1975 (MS). 

SAGE SPARROW (Amphispiza belli), One (56-75-38), Union Reservoir, Weld County, 
3-8-1975 (Brll), 

CHIPPING SPARROW (Spizella passerina), One adult (56-75-72), Grand Junction, Mesa 
County, February 1975 thrcugh most of March 1975, Photographed (DG), 

GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW (Zonotrichia atricapillal. One adult (56-75-3), llaterton, Jeffer
son County, 12-28-1974 through 1-4-1975 (JR, RR), .Lllh ~ ~· 

CONTRIBUTORS (providing written or photographic documentation for Accepted Records): 

Robert Andrews (RA), Johanna Billmeyer (JB), D, Bruce Bosley (DBB), Roger L. Boyd (RB), 
111naton llilliam Brockner (llB), Charles R, Bryant (CB), John L. Butler (JLB). Carl Chapel 
(CCh), Francis E. Christensen (FC), Bayard H, Cobb (BHC), Allegra Collister (AC), John R, 
Cooper (JRC), Dr. Alexander T, Cringan (ATC), Narca A, Delloskin (ND), Margaret Ewing {ME), 
Randall L. Fairbanks (RF), Elva Fo:r (EF), Tom Frizell (TF), David Galinat (00), Tom Gatz 
(TG), Walter D, Graul (WG), Dave A, Griffiths (DAG), Kathy Hawkins (KH), Harold R. Holt 
(HH), Eleanor Sloan Hough (EH), llilliam F. Johnson (WJ), Hugh E. Kingery (RK), Barry 
Knapp (BK), Steve Larson (SL), Jerry c. Ligon (JL), llilliam A, Lybarger (llL), Thompson 
G, Marsh (TM), Berneice Merry (BM), Paul Merry (!'Me), Shaun McEllin { SMM), Sadie 
Morriaon (SM), Peter J. Moulton (PM), Henry G. Pelan (HP), Thomas D, Ray (TR), Oppie M, 
Reaaee (OR), Jack Reddall (JR), Robert Reed {RR), Van Remsen (VR), Joseph c. R1gl1 (JCR), 
Pat Roberts (PR), Scott L. Roederer (SR), Ronald A, Ryder (RAR), Ralph Sargent (RSa), 
George R, Shier (GS), Mildred O, Snyder (MOS), Dale W, Stahlecker (DllS), Maynard Stamper 
(MS), Richard II, Stransky (RIIS), Michael R, Szymczak (MRS), Van A. Truan (VT}, Allen A, 
Tubbs (AT), Tho .. a E, VanZandt (TV), R1d1 Van Zandt (RV), John L. Wagner ( JLW), Vern Walker 
(VII), Betsy Webb (Bell), Bruce Webb (Brll), Lois E. Webster (Lii), Ruth Wheeler (Rll), 
Kathryn Whipple {KW), Elinor Wills (Ell), Dr. Howard Winkler (llW). 
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~ Q! INVESTIGATIONS Q! .!!!fili !!!]! ~ fil£!!2 l!! ~ 

UNACCEPTED~ 

MISSISSIPPI KITE (Ictinia mieiaippiensis), One adult (10-75-114), Foothills Park, Green 
Mountain, Lakewood, Jerrerson County, 7-4-1975. 

RED-SHOU LDER!D HAWK ( Buteo Uneatus). One iuature ( 10-75-20), Pueblo, Pueblo Count y , 
2·23-1975. One adult (10-75-55), Estes Park, Larimer County, 4·23-1975, 

GYRFALCON (Falco rusticollia), One very dark gray female ( 12-75-1 7), between Black 
Rollow Reservoir and Cobb Lake near Fort Collins, Larimer County, 11-10-1974, One 
light gray adult ( 12-75-118), Rocky Mountain National Park, 8-9-1975. 

Al'ERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER ( Pluvialis dominica). One non-breeding adult ( 18-75-18), Hidde n 
Lake, Weetminater, Adame County, 10-5-1974. 

RED PHALARO PE (Phalaropus tulicarius), One non-breeding adult (21-75-142), Chatfield 
Reaervoir near Littleton, J erterson County, 9.1 3.19 75, 

SHORT-BILLED OOWITCHER ( Limno<iromus griseus), One adult ( 19-75-105 ), Barr Lake, Adame 
County, 5·13-1975. One adult (19-75-129), Lake Meredith, Crowley County, 9-6-1975. 

PARASITI C JAEGER (Stercorarius parasiticus), One dark phase adult (22-75-143), Dye 
Reservoir, Rocky Ford, Otero County, 9-28-1 975. 

LAUGHI NG GULL (Larus atricilla), One rtnter adult ( 23-75-78 ), C, F, &I, Lakes, Pue blo, 
Pueblo County , 5-10-1975. 

LITTLE GU: .:, ( Laru s minutus), One in second rtnter plumage (23-75·128), Lake ¥.eredith, 
Crowle y ~ o unt ~ , 9-6-1q75 . 

SPO'l TED OIVL ( Stri x oc ci dentalis). One ( 28- 75-115 ) , five mile• aout h-southwest or Beu h h , 
Pue blo Co unt y , 7- 29-1 975, 

BLOE-THROA7oJ HOl~'rlGBIRD ( Lompornis clemenciae). One re male (31-75-88), Lake Isa bel, 
Custer County , ti -19-1 975 ; 7- 4-1975 and 7- 6-1975. 

EASTERN WCCD p;:w;: £ (Cont opus virena), One 04-75-96), Waterton, Jerterson County, 
5-24-1975 . 

CAROLI~ A WR:::~ : (Thr yothorue ludovicianus'l. One adult (42-75-113), Bonny Reservoir, Yuma 
Count y , 7- 6-1 975 . 

SHORT-BILLED :U RSH WREN ( Ciatothorua platena1a), One adult ( 42•75-87 ), Fruita, Mesa 
County, mid-November 1974. 

SPRAGUE• S PI PIT (An thus apragueii ) . One adult ( 46-75-138), southeaet Denvtr, Denur 
County, 9-1-1969 , 

PRAI NOPEPLA ( Phainopepla nitene), One male ( 48-75-8), Pueblo, Pueblo County, Noumber 
1974, 

BELL'S VIRro (Vireo bellii), One adult ( 51-75-75), Boulder, Boulder County, 5-13-1975. 

GRAY VIREO (Vireo vicinior), One adult (51.75.112), Bonny Reaervoir, Yuaa County, 
7-6-1975. 
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PHILADELPHIA VIRIXJ (Vireo philadelphicue}. One adult (51-75-23), Heraoea Park, San Juan 
National Foreet, La Plata County, 7-27-1947. One adult (51-75-27), Durango, La Plata 
County, 7-10-1969. 

BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER ( Dendroica t'nsca}, One female ( 52-75-156}, Lakewood, Jeffereon 
County, 6-1-1975. 

PINE WARBLER (Dendroica pinus}, One in fall plumage (52-75-1), Boulder, Boulder County, 
11-23-1974, 

PALM WARBLER (Dendroica palu.rum}. One (52-75-13), Boulder, Boulder County, 11-6-1974. 

KENTUCKY WARBLER (Oporornia foraosus}. One male (52-75-85), Durango, La Plata County, 
5-12-1975. 

PAINTED REDSTART (Setophaga picta}, One adult (52-75-86), Tveten Ranch near Berthoud, 
Lari•er County, 5-10-1975. 

SCOTT'S ORIOLE (Icterus pariaorum}, One pair (54-75-111), Montezu•a County, 6-4-1966. 

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK (Pheuctiaia ludov1c1anua}. One •ale (56-75-6), Boulder, Boulder 
County, 12-24-1974. 

PURPLE nNCH (Carpodacue purpureua}. One female (56-75-5), Boulder, Boulder County, 
12-31-1974. One female (56-75-11}, Boulder, Boulder County, 1-21-1975. One female 
(56-75-65), Boulder, Boulder County, 3-31-1975. 

SMITH'S LONGSPUR (Calcar1ua p1ctue}. One •ale (56-75-140), at an elevation of 13,400 1 

near Creede, Mineral County, 8-3-1974. 
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~ !IE.!! ORNITHOLOGISTS - 2!!l£ll1 ~ COMMITTEE 

INSTRUCTIONS !Q!! REPORTING .!!!fil! .!ill! !!fil!fil!!1 ~ 

No. 27 

The Colorado Field Ornithologists - Official Records Committee requests that complete 
details be submitted to aubetllllttate the sighting of all rare and unusual (and new) 
species occurring within the state, In addition, any sightings found outside of normally 
e:rpected range (for example: Ea.stern Slope vs. Western Slope or vice-versa) or time 
ot occurrence should be reported with complete documentation. The Records Collllittee 
will provide a Sight Record Report form upon request tor the purpose of providing de
tails of rare and unusual species as listed below, Otherwise, detailed descriptions may 
be subll:itted in accordance with the following format : 

1, 
2. 

SPECIES (the name of the species and the number of individuals invol.,.d), 
LOCALITY (the exact location of the observation; e,g,, "2 miles north of Fort 
Morgan, Morgan County", not "near Fort Morgan"). 

3, DATE (include the time of day and the duration of the bird'• stay as well as the 
date or dates), 

4, OBSERVERS (include the names and addresses of others seeing the bird), 
5. 
6. 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT (include the type of optical equipment as well as the power), 
HABITAT (describe the habitat in which the bird was observed), 

7, DESCRIPTION (include a detailed description of the bird's appearance with 
emphasis on the color a~rn ot plumage, size and ahape, behavior, voice 
and other pertinent diagnostic data). 

8. CONCLUSIONS (reasons for identification; how were similarly appearing species 
eliminated?). 

9, 
10. 

EXPERIENCE (familiarity with the reported speciee and those which are similar). 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (attach drawing, photographs, tape recording, etc,, if 
poBBible), 

Requests for cro Sight Record Report forms and all completed forllB and reports should be 
forwarded to Mr. Jack Reddall, Chairman, 4450 South Alton Street, Englewood, Colorado 
80110, 

The Official Records Committee requests that detailed documentation be submitted tor 
the following rare and unusual species which have been recorded twenty t1•ea or leas 
Yi thin Colorado, 

Red-throated Loon 
Red-necked Grebe 
Brown Pelican 
011 vaceoua CorW:orant 
Anhinga 
Little Blue Heron 
Reddish Egret 
Louiaiana Heron 
Wood Stork 
GloBBy Ibia 
Roaeate Spoonbill 
Trumpeter Swan 
Brant 
Black Brant 
Ellruian Wigeon (European Wigeon) 
Rulequ1n Duck 
Coaon Eider 
Black Scoter 
Swallow-tailed K.1te 
Red-ahouldered Hawk 
G)'J'falcon 

20 . 

Rutted Grouae 
Whooping Crane 
Yellow Rail 
Common Gallinule 
Rudeonian Godwi t 
Eskimo Curlew 
Red Phalarope 
Aaerioan Woodcock 
Short-billed Dowitcher 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Pomarine Jaeger 
Paraei tic Jaeger 
Long-tailed Jaeger 
Iceland Gull 
Tha:rer'• Gull 
Laughing Gull 
Little Gull 
Ivor:r Gull 
Black-legged ll:ittiwalte 
Little Tern (Leaet Tern) 
Caspian Tern 



Summer 1976 
Ancient Murrelet 
lhite-111nged DoYe 
Barred Owl 
Spotted Owl 
Boroal Owl 
llhip-poor-11111 
LeHer Nighthawk 
Anna's Hullllingbird 
Magnificent Hullaingbird (R1vol1's} 
Blue-throated Hummingbird 
011vaceons Flycatcher 
Black Phoebe 
Eastern Pewee (Eastern Wood Pewee} 
Purple Martin (eaetern elope only} 
Sedge Wren (Short-billed Marsh Wren) 
Long-billed !·hrasher 
Bendire' s Thrasher 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 
Sprague' s Pipit 
Phainopepla 
lhi te-eyed Vireo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Prothonotary Warbler 

C.F.O. Journal 
Swa1naon' • Warbler 
Blue-111nged Warbler 
Lucy• e Warbler 
Cape May Warbler 
Hel'llit Warbler 
Cerulean Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 
P1·ne Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Louisiana Waterthruah 
Kentucky Warbler 
Connecticut Warbler 
Canada Warbler 
Painted Redetart 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Great-tailed Grackle 
Hepatic Tanager 
Painted Bunting 
Purple Finch 
Le Conte' e Sparrow 
Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
Golden-crowned Sparrow 
S111th' e Longspur 

RECORDS COMMITTEE FORM 

No . 27 

On the next page is reproduced the information requested on the Official 
Records Conmittee form . The information requested for the descriptions and the 
similarly appearing species must be presented in great detail, sufficient to 
document your observation to ornithology students many years from now. 

You may obtain copies of the form from the Records Committee Chairman (see 
hi s address at the bottom of the form), or you may reproduce the form yourself . 
If you do reproduce it, construct your form so that you leave enough space 
between the questions so that you can elucidate the complete details of your 
observation . 

Most report s not accepted lack sufficient details to show that the observer 
saw enough field marks, well enough, to support the observation and distinguish 
the species from other similar birds. 
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COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS - SIGHT RECORD REPORT CFO-ORC FILE NO . 
__ RARE OR UNUSUAL RECORD __ NEW STATE RECORD __ ACCEPTED __ REJECTED 

Species: 
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use binomial) 

Date(s): Time Bird Seen: to: 
Locality : 
Nearest Town : County: 

Other observers who independtly identified this bird: 
NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE 

Optical Equipment : 
If photographed, type of equipment used: 
Light Conditions : 
Distance from bird (how measured): 

Number of birds seen: Sex: Plumage: 

Describe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor: 

Describe in great detail the bi rd' s size, overa 11 shape, ~ and col or-attern. 
Include details on shape of hlJ.l, wings and tail. Give particular emphasis to the 
marks you used to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance in field gL1ide 
descriptions is not enough. Describe what you actually saw in the field: 

Describe the bird's song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e., from 
perch, in flight, etc. : 

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird: 

How were similarly appearing species eliminated? 

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing species : 

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documen
tation? 

This report was written from notes made duri ng_after _observation; from memory_ 

PRINT NAME: SIGNATURE : DATE: 
Street Address: Town and State : Zip : 

Return to JACK REDDALL - 4450 South Alton Street, Englewood, Colorado 80110 
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THE WINTER SEASON , DEC. 1, 1975-MAR. 31, 1976 

by Bob Andrews 

All reporters referred to the unusuall~ warm and dry weather that predominated 
over Colorado during the winter. As a result, bird populations , while perhaps great
er tha~ in a colder winter, were so widely distributed that birds as a whole appeared 
to be sca rce. Many species were found wintering at higher elevations than normal, 
and none of the winter irruptive or wandering species such as waxwings, certain 
corvids and numerous finches did so to any significant extent except one. That was 
the Common Redpoll , which staged a substantial invasion in northeastern Colorado, the 
first since the winter of 196B-1969. But that was the only important ornithological 
event of the winter. Galinat succintly sums the season up by saying "it was probably 
a good winter for birds but it was terrible for bird watching . " 

Com. Loon-The last of the fall were 2 on the Denver CBC Dec. 20. 
Horned Grebe-Spring migrants noted at Denver Feb . 22 on. Wintered at Boulder as usual. 
Eared Grebe-Spring migrants at Denver Feb. 26 on. 
Western Grebe-Last of the fall was 1 McClellan Res . Dec. 13-15. 
Green Heron-! Durango Jan. 19-Mar . (Stransky, m.ob . ) 
Black-crowned Night Heron-2 immatures seen on the S. Platte in Denver on Jan. 5 and 

2 at the Denver Federal Center Feb. 9-10 may have been the same birds . 
Whistling Swan-3 at Boulder Mar . 22-31, 5 BowMar Mar. 28. 
Trumpeter Swan-1 at BowMar Dec. l(WG) was the 2nd in Colorado (see fall report). 
Canada Goose-The Division of Wildlife 's January Waterfowl Inventory on Jan. 8-16 

counted 137,938 geese in the state, the highest total since the count was 
initiated in 1953(previous high was 115,221 in 1972) . A very small goose, 
presumably of the Hutchin's race, was taken by a hunter at Longmont in early Jan. 

White -fronted Goose-! Chatfield Nov . 20-Dec . 20, 1 Jefferson Co. Jan . 17, 1 Boulder Co. 
Jan . 25 . 

Snow Goose(white form)-2 at Boulder in January, 1 McCall's Lake(Longmont)Jan. 16, 
1 La ke Estes(2nd RMNP record)late January, 3 Ft . Collins Feb. 29-Mar. 11, 1 Barr 
Lake Mar . 27 , 26 Prospect Res . Mar . 28 . 

Snow Go ose (blue form)-1 BowMar Dec . 2. 
Ross' Goose-1 Boulder CBC Dec . 21. 
Mallard-The Janua ry Waterfowl Inventory counted 299,963 ducks in the state, slightly 

up from last year(294,634) and the largest since 1972(362,373), but well below 
the all-time high count of 626,835 in 1958. Composition was estimated to be 
98% Mallards in the South Platte Valley, 95% in the Arkansas Valley and 98% 
elsewhere in the state. The remaining birds were mostly Gadwalls, No . Pintails, 
Am. Wigeons, Com . Goldeneyes and Com. Mergansers . 

Wood Duck-1 McCall's La ke Jan. 16 , 1 Lee Lake(Ft . Collins area)Mar. 29, 2 wintered 
at Colorado Springs . 

Ring-necked Duck-A high count was 94 on the Rocky Mtn. Arsenal Feb. 11 . 
Canvasback-Had a strong flight at Boulder with 90 reported in March, and 185 were 

seen on Barr Mar . 18. 
Greater Scaup -1 Northglenn Feb . 28, 2 Baseline Res. Mar. 20. 
Barrow's Goldeneye-2-3 wintered at Estes Park(as usual )Dec. 15-Mar . 19 . 1 at Sloan's 

Lake Feb. 19-23. 
Oldsquaw-1 female on Barr Feb . 26(BA) was an unusual spring record. 
White-winged Seater-! Denver Dec. 6(DFO)was a late fall migrant. An unusual spring 

record(most scoters are seen in October and November)was 1 on Barr Mar. 21(DFO) . 
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Turkey Vulture-Earliest report was 1 at Eldorado Springs Mar. 17 . 
Goshawk-Reported as down in numbers at Estes Park. Only plains report was 1 adult 

at Muir Springs Jan. 18 (DFO). 
Sharp -shinned Hawk-24 were reported, 14 from Christmas Co unts , all from plains or 

east slope of Rockies. 
Cooper's Hawk- 2 Denver CBC Dec. 20, 1 Boulde1· CBC Dec. 21, 3 Colorado Springs CBC 

Dec 28 . 1 SE Denver Mar. 2. 
(Kri ders) Red-tailed Hawk-1 near Longmont Jan. 18. 
(Har lan's) Red-tailed Hawk-2 Denver CBC, 1 Pueblo CBC Dec. 27. 1 Bonny Res. CBC Jan. 

3, 1 Boulder Jan. 15, 1 RMA Feb . 11. 
Re d-shouldered Hawk-1 Bonnv Res. Feb . 15 (MM, PM, JS) 
Rough-legged Hawk-Observers rea cted variously to the abundance of this bird. In north

east Colorado it was seen in larger numbe rs than last winte r on the hawk line, 
but observers at Colorado Springs found it to be scarcer. 

Golden Eagle-280 in the 2500 sq uare -mile San Luis Valley. 
Bald Eagle-As usual, observations of single birds were scattered through many areas . 

Major concentrations were in the San Lui s Val ley, where 200-250(30% i mma tures) 
wintered and at Prewitt Res . where 39 were counted Dec. 8 and 33 Feb. 8. 

Marsh Hawk-Observers continue t o report thi s bird in low numbers . 
Pereg rine Fal con -1 in the Monte Vista NWR, 1 Barr Lake. 
Me rl in-14 reported, all from the plains of Northeast Colorado. 
Blue Grouse-More than usual in the Boulder Mountain Parks(BP) . 
Turkey-More than ever before this winter in the Boulder Mountain Parks(BP). 
Virginia Rail-As usual, wintered l oca lly at such spo t s as Chatfield, Sawhill, Muir 

Springs. 
Sa ndhill Crane-First at Mon te Vista NWR were on Feb . 12(1 week late ) , with a peak of 

15 ,000 in the San Lui s Valley . 
Whoop ing Crane-The first at Monte Vista were seen Feb . 17, with 4 known to have gone 

through the San Luis Valley by the end of the period. Between 5,000 and 10,000 
people came to see them . 

Mounta in Plover -First were singles on the Pawnee NG Mar . 19 and 15 mi. SE of Colorado 
Springs Mar. 28. 

Greater Yel lowleos-Very unusual was 1 at Pueblo on the CBC Dec. 27(*) . 1st migrant 
was 1 Boulde r Mar . 30. 

Ba ird' s San dp iper-Observed Boulder and MHDC Ma r. 26 on . 
Least Sandp i per -A very early bird was 1 at MHDC Mar. 28 (SS). 
Long-billed Dowitcher-1 MHDC Mar. 20-21, 3 Panama Res (Weld Co.) Mar . 28. 
American Avocet-Observed at Boulder and Loveland Mar. 26 on. 
Jaeger sp.-Quite outstanding was the observation of a jaeger at CC RA Feb. 27 by Sny

der but it soared up on a thermal and left before its specific identity could 
be determined. There are very few spring jaeger records in Colorado. 

Glaucous Gull-Fewer reported thi s winter than las t. 1 Boulder CBC Dec . 21 (PJ, BK) , 
1 adult Boul de r Jan. 5-19(SA, TG, BK, BW), 1 Union Res. Mar. 6-7(AC, RE, TE , JC, 
SL, BW), 1 Union Res . Mar . 23(RE,. TE), 1 adult Prewitt Res . Feb . 8(JR) . 

Thayer's Gull-After the numerous observ?tions of last winter, only 3 were reported 
this winter(all *). 1 Boulder Dec. 22 (BK), 1 Denver CBC Dec . 20( lst for Denver 
count)(HH, JR), 1 in Denver area Feb . 22 (JR). 

Franklin's Gull-! at Clear Creek in Jefferson Co . Dec. 14 (HH) . 
Mourning Dove-800+ counted at Grand Junction on Jan. 20(BB). 
Barn Owl-! on the Denver CBC Dec. 20(BA, TG)was the 1st for the count. 1 in early March 

on Sullivan Ranch near Boulder . 
Snowy Owl-1 at Bonny Res. Feb .7-13 (DP) 
Pygmy Owl-3 Denver CBC, 2 Boulder CBC, 1 Moraine Park(RMNP)Jan. 16, 1 Sugar Creek, 

Douglas Co . Feb. 7, 1 Castlewood Feb . 16 . 
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Long-eared Owl-3 Denver CBC, 3 Colorado Springs CBC, 6 Lykin's Gulch Jan. 5, 5 
Sullivan Ranch Feb. I-Mar. I5, I Bonny Feb. I4, 2 Hygiene Feb. 22 . 

Short-eared Owl-I Denver CBC, several CCRA all winter, I RMA Feb. 11. 
Saw-whet Owl-! in a residential area of Lakewood Jan. 10-Feb. 5, 1 Castlewood Jan. 

17, 1 found dead in Owl Canyon, Larimer Co. Feb. 22. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker-! Bonny CBC Jan. 3. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker-! Boulder Dec. 1-2, 1 Boulder Dec . 10-I7, 2 Boulder CBC, 

Longmont CBC, 1 Longmont Jan . 20, 1 Green Mtn . Cemetary in Boulder Jan . 31. 
Downy Woodpecker-No plains reports of mountain race individuals. 
Ladder-backed Woodpecker-I Boulder March 27(P & J~). 
Eastern Phoebe-! on the Boulder CBC Dec. 2I (CJ)was most unusual . (*) 
Horned Lark-Only 622 were counted on the hawk line in Adams, Weld and Morgan Cos. 

on Jan . 24(2IOO on same route last year on Jan. 26) . 
Violet-green Swallow-! Chatfield Mar. 2I(HK) . 
Tree Swallow-2 Chatfield Mar. 2I(HK) . 
Pinyon Jay-Largest no. was 500 at McCoy on Jan. 16. 
Mountain Chickadee-Numbers very low on Christmas Counts compared to last year . None 

reported from plains any farther than 5 miles from the foothills. 
Redcbreasted Nuthatch-Very scarce this winter, with none from the plains . 
Bushtit-Scattered reports from the Front Range as usual (northernmost were 2 at Poudre 

Canyon Mar. 7). 
Dipper -The Longmont CBC had a very low count of only 8, and it was also noted to be 

scarce at Estes Park . . 
House Wren-I on Denver CBC Dec. 20(BA, JC, TG)(*)was the first for the count. 
Winter Wren-After last winter's landslide, an average number of birds(3) was reported 

this year: 1 Denver CBC, l Colorado Springs CBC, 1 Waterton Feb . 7. 
Rock Wren-I on Colorado Springs CBC . 
Mockingbird-! at Boulder Dec. 2-10 was rather unusual(JCh). 
Brown Thrasher-An unusually high number of reports(5 reports-6 individuals): 1 Denver 

CBC, I Colorado Springs CBC, I Bonny CBC, 1 near Denver Jan . 10, pair all winter 
in Big Thompson Canyon(l killed when it flew intci a window). 

Sage Thrasher-First was I at Ft . Morgan Mar . 25. 
American Robin-Abundant at Aspen a·nd McCoy . A partial albino was seen at Lyons Jan. 4. 
Eastern Bluebird-7 were found on the Bonny CBC Jan. 3. 
Western Bluebird-First of spring were 3 at Waterton Mar. 26. 
Mountain Bluebird-Earliest reports was from Westbank(where is that?) Jan. 27, with 

others at Colorado Springs and Boulder Feb. 12, with several more reports by the 
end of February. 

Townsend's Solitaire-No plain~ reports except very clos? to foothills . 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet-I Boulder Dec. 4, 2 Denver CBC, I Colorado Springs CBC, 1 Aurora 

Feb. 26 . 
Golden-crowned Kinglet-! Barr Dec . 30 was the only plains report. 
Water Pipit-12 Barr Dec . 30, 4 Loveland Jan . 4, 1 Boulder Jan. I5. 
Bohemian Waxwing-There were scattered reports of flocks from the mountains, but none 

from the plains, typical of the situation in a non-flight year. 55 Boulder CBC, 
several flocks of 200-400 each in Aspen area in December and January, 45 RMNP Dec. 
27, I7 Eldora Feb. 24, 25 Ward Feb. 29, 19 Eldora Mar. 17. 

Cedar Waxwing-There were scattered reports, mostly from along the foothills and 
adjacent plains of the Front Range, but no large invasion was noted . 

Loggerhead Shrike-I near Wiggins Jan . 24, 1 near Denver Feb. 29. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird-! Wellington(Larimer Co.) Feb. 14-15, and 3 at Barr Feb. 28, 

with more as March progressed. 
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(Bullock's) Northern Oriole-Quite outstanding was the report of a bird that was at the 
Denver feeder of Mrs. Francis Arterburn for 2 weeks and found dead on Jan. 2. The 
.bird was deposited in the DMNH Collection. 

Rusty Blackbird-6 Colorado Springs CBC, 25 P.ueblo CBC, 1 Bonny CBC, 6 Weldona Jan. II, 
1 Boulder Jan. 25, 2 CCRA Feb. 15. 

Brewer's Blackbird-The Longmont CBC had a very high count of 341. 
Corrrnon Grackle-I Aspen Jan. I, 1 Prewitt Res . Feb . 8. 
Brown-headed Cowbird-6 on Colorado Springs CBC. 
Cardinal-! in Lakewood throughout season, I on Bonny CBC. 
Black-headed Grosbeak-! at Boulder Dec. 23 (BK) was very late. 
Evening Grosbeak-Most locations reported this bird to be scarce or absent. 
Cassin's Finch-Also found to be absent or in very low numbers by most observers. 
Purple Finch-2 at Ft. Collins all winter(RR), 1 Boulder Dec. 6.-Feb . 29(JR)(*). 
Rosy Finches-Although large flocks were reported at some locations,many observers 

noted them to be scarce or absent. 
Common Redpoll-The biggest ornithological event of the season was the invasion of 

redpolls into northeastern Colorado, the first since the winter of 1968-69. The 
first report was 1 at Colorado Springs Nov . 23. More came in December, and the 
Denver CBC on Dec. 20 found 91, and 108 were counted on the Bonny CBC Jan. 3. Counts 
of up to 90 were normal in January and February, with the birds beginning to drift 
back north by late February. Numbers continued to diminish through March, and 
the latest report was a flock at Monument on Apr. 3. The birds were most common 
well out onto the plains, and significant numbers were reported near the foothills 
only from Denver south to Colorado Springs. There were few reports, mostly of 
small flocks at Boulder and Ft . Collins, and only 1 was seen at Longmont. Mountain 
reports were few: 23 Estes Park CBC Dec. 27, 31 Mar. 12 and 29 Mar . 13 at Evergreen 
and 3 at Eldora Mar. 25. There was only one report from the west slope, a flock 
of 40 near Emma, Pitkin Co . Mar. 20. None were reported from anywhere south of 
Colorado Springs . 

Pine Siskin-Scarce in the mountains and almost nonexistent on the plains. 
American Goldfinch-Generally scarce. 
Lesser Goldfinch- Unusual were 4 on the Denver CB C Dec . 20 and 2 on the Boulder CBC Dec. 

21. 
Red Crossbill-All mountain observers reported this bird to be scarce or absent, and 

no White-winged Crossbills were seen. 
Green-tailed Towhee-! at MHDC Feb . 26-28 may have wintered in the area. (BA, BL) 
Lark Bunting-Most unusual was 1 in nonbreeding plumage at Union Res. Mar. 13(TG,BW). 
(White-winged)Dark-eyed Junco-Observers in the foothills and mountains found this 

bird to be present in the best numbers ever, and a few were also seen on the plains. 
(highest plains count was 7 at Bonny on Jan . 3). 

Gray-headed Junco-The only reports away from the mountains, foothills or irrrnediately 
adjacent plains was 1 at Barr Mar. 13 and 2 there Mar. 21. 

Harris' Sparrow-As usual, there were scattered reports of small numbers along the 
Front Range, with larger numbers farther east (36 on Bonny CBC Jan . 3). 

White-throated Sparrow-! Longmont CBC, 4 Denver CBC, 1 Boulder CBC, 2 Pueblo CBC, 
1 Estes Park during January, 1 Jackson Res. Jan. 24, 1 Denver Feb. 10, 1 Ft. 
Collins Mar. 4. ' 

Swamp Sparrow-After last winter's fairly strong flight, only 4 were reported this 
year: 1 on Denver CBC and 3 on Pueblo CBC. 

Fox Sparrow- 1 on Boulder CBC. 
Lincoln ' s Sparrow-1 on Denver CBC was only report until spring migrants returned 

to Barr Mar . 18 . 
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Lapland Longspur-Reported in generally smaller numbers than last winter, but the 
Bonny CBC found 8160. 

Snow Bunting-2 were seen on the Pikes Peak CBC Dec. 31 . 

(*)-pending CFO Official Records Committee acceptance. 
Addition to fall report : Hooded Warbler at Bonny Res. by Moultons(Date ?). 

Observers(l50): Aspen(David Michael-8), Boulder(Louise Hering-25, Narca Schor-29, 
total-54), Colorado Springs{Mahlon Speers, Elinor Wills), Denver(Bob Andrews-
14), Evergreen(Winston William Brockner-20), Estes Park(Warner Reeser), Ft. 
Collins(Ted Bodner-21), Ft. Morgan(Joseph Rigli), Grand Jur,ction(David Gal
inat), Longmont(Allegra Collister-24), McCoy(Mrs. Kenneth Ewing), Monte Vista NWR 
(Charles Bryant), Suntnit Co.(Hugh Kingery). 

Steve Altshuld, David Alles, David Binns, David Bolton, Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Bonnet, 
Bruce Bosley, Roger Boyd, Sylvia Brockner, Moe and Helen Burwell, Dan Butler, Judy 
Cardamone, Jeff and Pilk Carter, Carolyn Casebeer, Tonnie Casey, Jeane Christensen, 
Robert Christensen, Janet Chu, Sherry Conner, John Cooper(JC), Randy Cooper, Dr. 
Arthur Cooley, Alexander Cringan, Douglas Cruickshank, Carol Cushman, Virginia Dionigi, 
Alice Doyle, Mr. and Mrs. Vance Dittman, Richard and Tony Esposito, Randy Fairbanks, 
Polly Fenicle, Fred Hermann, Jean and Gilbert Findley, Donald Fronk, Tom Gatz, Ken 
Geisen, Reed Gierach, Mary Gilbert, Herman Griese, Cathy Goodman, John Goodman, 
Walter Graul , Jack Grugan, Brad Ha 11 , Freeman Ha 11, Worth Ha 11 , Ed Ha 11 owed, Ron 
Harden, Irv Harlan, Al Harmata, Carol Haverkampf, John Hollinger, Harold Holt, Fern 
Huffsmith, Barbara Hyde, Carl Jacobsen, Christine Jones, Edna Kassler, Barry Knapp, 
Joe Krieg, Robert Largenhamp, Steve Larson, Ethel Leighton, Bill Lybarger, Eleanor 
MacDonald, Nancy Marsh, Mr . and Mrs. Ralph Mayo, Christine McColl, Ann Means, Elizabeth 
Mekkelson, Ken Mesch, Bob Miller, Mike and Pete Moulton, David Moran, Kathy Murphy, 
Karen Nickey, Ray Olson, Ruth Osgood, Steve Pattee, Brian Peck, Nancy Peck, Mr. and 
Mrs. Pugh, Jack Reddall(JR), J. Redfield, Ruth Reyder, Charles Roberts, Chris Roe
derer, Joe Roller, Ron and Audrey Ryder(RR), Mike Schomaker, Gail Shickley, Sam Shone, 
Josh Shor, Dr. Smolker, Mildred Snyder, Vern and Debbie Stelter, Hall Stewart, 
Helen Stiles, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stull, Serene Sullivan, Judd Sundine, Jorn Tate, 
Merle Thielen, Edna Claire Thomas, John Thomas, H. Travis , Ellen Valentine, Tom and 
Ridi Van Zandt, Art Wainwright, Susan Ward, Mr. Waterfield, Betsy Webb, Bruce Webb(BW), 
Dick Weppner, Bryant Will, Craig Williams, Pat Wheat, Dr. Carl Wurster, Ruth Yost, 
Carol Youngson, Dan Pinkham. 

Corrections to fall report: There are 10 state records of the Pomarine Jaeger, not 8. 
The first fall record of the Blackpoll Warbler in Colorado was on October 29, 
1961. 
Colorado apparently has but 8 fall records of the Arctic Loon. 
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NEW MEMBERS INVITED 
The Colorado Field Ornithologists invite 
persons interested in field ornithology in 
Colorado to join in. We welcome more sup-
port in improving our knowledge and func-
tions. 

STILL AVAILABLE DUES NOW PAYABLE 
Birds of Western Colorado 1976 Calendar Year 

By W.A. David $5.00 to the Treasurer 
$2.25 Postpaid 
To the Treasurer 
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