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THE FALL HIGRATION--1977 

By Peter Houlton* 

The fall bird migration got underway quite early this year, as many 
breeding species, especially those which frequent such wetland habitats 
as marshes, swamps, and mountain meadows, deserted their nesting grounds 
almost as their young fledged. Simply stated, these habitats could not 
survive the strain placed on them by severe drought conditions, and they 
were too dry and too shrunken to support their usual populations. Addi- · 
tionally, the cone crop was extremely poor throughout the mountains with 
a concomitant decline among cone-dependent species. 

On the other hand, the situation was not entirely negative; the uni
formly mild weather did nothing to improve the most seriously affected 
habitats, but it did allow some of the more drought-resistant species to 
linger in the state much longer than usual. A few species actaully bene
fited from the dry conditions: shorebirds, for example, found vast exc 
panses of available mudflats, and they were impressively numerous 
through most of the season. Insects and waste grain were fairly plentiful 
and the species that depend on these food sources fared reasonably well. 
Falconi form raptors appeared In good numbers and excellent diversity, and 
a wide variety of owls turned up, though some, such as the Screech Owl, 
were disappointingly few. Interestingly, the deepwater species were 
fai rly common and amazingly diverse, even though nearly all lakes and 
reservoirs were at minimum water levels. 

In all, observers reported some 317 species this fall, a rather high 
number In view of the severe climatic conditions and consequent habitat 
deterioration. It was not a season for spectacular rarities, although 
some highly unusual birds did occur; rather, it was a season for good 
numbers of some of the more uncolllTlOn species. Reporters added nothing 
new to the state list, but did loca te a Red-throated Locnat D" nver, two . 
Black Phoebes at Durango, and a Bendire's Thrasher at Ft. Morgan, Of the 
uncorm10n species that appeared in unusually great numbers, perhaps the 
Red Knot, Parasitic Jaege r, and Common Tern made the strongest flights. 

LOONS AND GREBES: Common Loon--at least 30 observed; ea'rl iest 2 at 
Union Res. 8/14-15 {BK, TVZ), and last at Chatfield Res. 11/24, It was 
widespread in Durango area from 10/18 on (KS) ••. Arctic Loon--a total 
of 8: 2 at CCRA 10/22 {DKi,DL), 1 at CCRA 11/3 (JJC). 1 at Chatfield 
11/19-27 (JR). 3 at Pueblo Res. 11/25(JL); 1..at Shadow Ht. Res. 10/28 
(DAJ) a very unusual Western Slope record •.. Red-throated Loon--for 
the second consecutive fall, this rare species was report...:! n ColoraJo, 
thi s year 1 at CCRA 11/25 (JR) .•. Red-necked Greb e--1<ell-r~ported, "Ith 
5 i ndi viduals listed: 2 at Chatf ield lD/29 (FJ), 1 there the ne><t day 
(DW,JW); 2 at Chatfield 11/19 (DKi ,DL), and 1 at Union Res. 11/24-25{m.oq). 

PELICANS, HERONS, AND IBIS: White Pel ican--observers found some 
large concentrations at Riverside Res.: IOOC on 9125 (EHfS), and 14CC 
on I G'S (GM); latest, 40 at New Windsor Res . 11/13 (MJ). Unusual, 1 at 
Lake Granby 10/7-11 (DAJ) •• . Double-crested Cormorant--a f ield trip to 
n-c Colorado lakes produced 41C birds on Sl/4 (DFO) for the seasonal hi gh; 

,., 3030 Ni '<ot Road #35 , Longmont, Colorado 80501. 
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latest, 2 at Chatfield 11/19. Again this fall, as last, it occurred in 
the Durango area: 1 at Tot ton 10/11 (KS), .. Green Heron--1 at Sawhi 11 
Ponds 8/25-$/2(BAS), 1 at Beebe Draw 9/15 (PGo), 1 at Sawhill 10/8 (BAS). 
and quite a late bird at Pu~blo 11/27 (Jl) •.. Little Dlue Heron--1 at 
Hygiene 8122 (TVZ). and a possible at Barr Lake B/13 ••. Great Egret-
observers found 17 this fall, all on the Eastern Slope. Snov,y Egret-
ma:dmum count, 75 in n-c Colorado 9/4 (DFO). Black-crowned Night Heron-
only smal 1 numbers noted, nearly al 1 in n-c Colorado; latest,at Sa1·,hi 11 
Ponds 11/25 (BAS), •• Yello-i<-crowned Night Heron--only one report, 1 at 
Barr L. 8/21-22(DF0) ... Least Dittern--one at Pueblo '.<es. 10/<; (ES); 
this may represent a new e~ef'Ci"r'late deporture, but it is so secre
tive that such dates are likely not true indicators of the c~tent of its 
occurrence in Colorado, .. White-faced lbis--7 lit Parr L. 8121-22 (DFO), 
1 at Sawhill Ponds e/23, and 15 at Totton 8117 to about Sil (KS). 

5'. /,~NS .~ND GEESE: 1Jhistl ing Svian--carl iest, 4 at L. John lS/29 (PGo); 
seasonal maxima, 25 at Browns Park NWR 11/18 (GLD) an<l 28 at eta tfield 
11/19 (DFO) •.. White-fronted Goose--ele+en reported 10/1 to 11/18 .• 
Sno•, Goose--earliest was 1 at Julesburg Res. 10/1 (HH), but the vast 
majority of reports came from mid-November on; seasonal maxima were 78 
at Barr 11/13 (J:\) and 100 .at Brovms Park 11/19 (GLD). A Blue/Snov, 
intergrade was at McCalls L. 11/24-25 (m.ob.) ... Ross' Goose--1 invn. 
at Barr 11/13 (JR), and3 at Chatfieldll/24-27 (HK, RA, PG, JR), 

DUCKS: Gadwall--remained throughout the fall, but population 
smaller than usual; maxima were 700 at Browns Park 8/2!1 and 10127 (GLD) 
.•. Cinnamon Teal--maximum 800 at Browns Park 8/24, and latest reported 
175 there on 10/27 (GLD), .. Wood Duck--22 observed, including 5 Western 
Slope r,ports: 1 female at Echo Canyon Res. 8/9-16 (KS), 2 males at 
Aspen 11/11-30 (ECT), 1 male at Rldg1<ay 10/13-ll/12, and a female thero 
from 11/29 on (JRG), . , ~edhead--maximum, 4000 at Boulder 11112 (DFO). 
Ring-necked Duck--seemed somewhat scarce this fall; present all fall on 
the '.lestern Slope, with a maximum of 200 at Browns Pa·rk 11/30 (GLD); on 
the Eastern Slope the first birds arrived at Pueblo 9/17-18 •.. 
Canvasback•-widespread In small numbers from late August until the end 
of the season, most reports coming before November: high count, 100 at 
Brm;ns Park 10/27 (GLD) .•• Lesser Scaup--numbers reduced Jgain this 
fall as the main flight seemed not to have arrived by the end of Nov •• 
Convnon Goldeneye--the arrival of 5 at Browns Park on 8/24 may represent 
a new early extreme .•• Barrow's Goldeneye--at least 5 Barrow's were 
seen this fall, all in Longmont and Estes Park, fram 11/6 on. , . 
Bufflehead--the most conrnon diving duck In the Durango area from 9/16 on 
(KS); on the Eastern Slope, the main flight arrived about 10/15. Most 
departed by mid-November •• , Oldsquaw--one at Union 11/13 (SL,BW,m.ob.), 
4 there 11/24-25 (m.ob.~, and the last 11/27 there (PH) •.• White-winged 
Scoter--2 at CCRA 11/3 (JJC), an adult male at Gaynor L. near Longmont on 
Tin1i1HrH), 1 at Barr 11/6 (JR). I female or Imm, at Tot ton 11/28 (KS), 
and an lmm. male collected at Pastorius 11/30, specimen to Ft. Lewis 
College (fide KS) •.• Surf Scoter--4 birds: 1 at Fossll Creek Res. 11/5 
(HJ), 1 at Chatfield 11/19 (OKI, DL), 1 female or Imm. at Clover Basin 
11/24-27 (mob.), and a most unusual Western Slope report of an adult male 
at Williams Creek Res. 11/25 (KS) ••• Black Scoter--one, an adult ;male 
at Wlnd .. iL., Denver 10/28-11/2 (JW, m,ob,), • , Red-breasted Merganser-· 
the 22 birds were all at Chatfield or Boulder Co., exc~Pt one at Jackson 
Res. 10/22 (HJ), which was also the earliest, 
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VULTIJRES, ' HAWKS, AND EAGLES: Tur key Vulture--latcs t ,.,ere 6 at 
Castle"1ood St. Park S/25 (JR) · and 1 in Boulder Co. th e ne >:t day (S /\ S) 
... Sharp- shinned Ha•,, k--118 reported throu c:hout the state •.. Cooper's 
Hawk--35 noted, all but 4 before ·1111, and ·nearly all in or near the 
n;;;;:;ntJins on both sides of the Continental Divide ... Red-shoulde red 
Hawk--quite rare was an ad.ult seen 2 mi. ea·st of Ft. Collins 9/2 (BM) 
-.-.-.Broad.,winged Hawk--a dead bird picked up 1.5 miles · east of Grant 
913, delivered to Den. Mus. of Natural History (HH) ; a live bird at 
Evergreen 9/22-23 . (ECT, m.ob.) •.. Swainson 1s Hawk--Denve r Fa ll Count 
listed 25 on 9/10 for a maximum •.• Rough-legged Hawk--again this year 
the earliest fall arrival was in sw Colorado: 2 at Hatcher Re s . near 
Pagosa Spgs. on 8/23 (KS); elsewhere, they began to arrive in early 
October, but in low numbers--only 37 listed statewide •. . Ferruginous 
Hawk--about 38 listed, 37 on the Eastern Slope and 1 at Red Mesa on 
10/28 (KS) ••. ~--13 reported 9/11-10/2 3 .•. Peregrine Falcon- -
3 reported, one near Ft. Col 1 ins, 2 at Dur.ango ... Merl in•-in contrast 
to lo" numb ers reported la s t year, 21! >1ere listed thls fall; earliest 
was 1 at Ridgway on 8/3 (JRG). 

QUAIL, PHEASANT, TURKEY: Ring-necked Pheasants--1t appears likely 
th•t the reduced population can be accounted for by a combination of 
drousht ·and burned fencerows and the consequent decline of suitable 
nesting habitat. .. Turkey--87 reported, all in the Front Range from 
Ft. Collins to San Isabel. 

CRANES AND RAILS: Whooping Crane--Two 2 year old birds mi grated 
into MVNWR this fall, along with 4 young of the year; unfortunatel y , 
one of the chi cks flew into a f ence and pe ri shed (MTN). The only 
report av.ay from the refuge was 1 (possibly 2) at Ridgway 11/8 (JWh) 
.. .. Sandhill Crane--began to arrive at Monte Vista in mid-August, 
peaked at 11,000, and proceeded southward quite rapidly (MTN) ; 
els ewhere on the W. Slope, they were scarce at Hotchkiss (TC), and 
15 noted at Ridgway 11/8 ~JWh). On.the E. Slope, they were seen from 
9/10-11/13, peaking during the last 10 days of October: 600-1000 at 
Barr 10/22, and 3000 along the~. Platte In Weld Co. 10/29 (RA, PG, 
MM, PM, JS, LS) •. • Sora--latest on theE.Slope was 1 at Sawhill 
Ponds 10/10 ; latest on"""'t'ii;;" w. Slope, 1 at Durango 10/25 (KS); the 
continuing drought really s·eemed to reduce ·Colorado's populations 
of rails, as suitable habitats were few and far between all through 
the migratory and nesting seasons. 

PLOVERS: Semlealmated Plover--at least 33 reported, all from the 
E. Slope 8/13-9117, the latter the date Pueblo's fall count listed 16 
•.• Piping Plover--2 at Barr L. 8/11 (RA), and 4 there 8/13 (DFO), 
A late one at Jackson on 9/3 (JR) ••• Snowy Plover--22 at queens L. 
817 (DKI). and 25 on the Pueblo Fall Count 9717-IB ••• Mountain 
~--250 east of Ft.Collins 9/4 (CHS, SBT) ••• t:!• '{lden Plovar--
1 at CCRA 10/1 (DL) and 10/2 (OFO); I at Union 10/1 24 BB, PG, PH, 
TR), •• Black-bellied Plover--• fMO on the E. Slope 8/11-18/29; 
the only w. Slope report was I at Pastorius Res. 10/21 (EF), for what 
seams to ba the first Durango area fall record. 

SANDPIPERS: Ruddy Turnstona--1 at Barr L. 8/11 (RA), 1 In n•c 
Colorado 9/4 (DFO), I at Un~on 9/14-19 (CE, SL, •.ob,), • , Lh'g
blllad CurlM0·-3 reports 8/7 to 9/10. , • N-nlus sp.--a rat er 
short•blllad CurlMO observed In flight 9/7 near Ft. Morgan, but 
distance prevented exact ldentlflcetlon (JCR) •• , Upland S1ndpleer.--
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1 at Barr 8/11 (RA), 1 at a small pond just south of Barr along Tower 
Road 8/14-16 (BK, RA); a strong possibility exists that all refer to 
the same bird ••• Wlllet--only 4 noted, all In n-c Colorado ••• 
Lesser Yellowlegs--hTgii'Count, 85 at Barr 8/21-22 (DFO), and the latest 
2 at Sawhill Ponds on 11/5 (BAS) ••• Red Knot~-a strong showing of 8 
individuals: 1 at Riverside 817 (PGo, GM), 1 at Union 8113-l!., (CE, SL 
m.ob.), 5 at Union ,9/3-5 (DFO, FH, BK, SL, PM, mo.b.), 2 of which 
remained until 9/11, and 1 at Jackson 10/2 (HH) ••• Pectoral Sandpiper 
--about 41 listed, all on the E. Slope; earliest were 5 along Tower 
Road 8/13 (DKi), and the latest, 6 at Pueblo Res. 11/25 (JL) ••• 
Baird's Sandpiper--high.counts were 1300 in n-c Colorado 9/4 (DFO) and 
605 on the Denver Fall Count 9/10. 1 at Totton on 9/9 was a rare Duran
go fal 1 record (KS) ••• Oun! in--exceptional ly early was 1 at Hygiene 
on 8/22 (TVZ), but all other reports came in November, 5 birds 11/13-24 • 
• • • Stilt Sandpiper--again this fall, large numbers of this species 
occurred on the.plains, and 2000 counted on a OFO field trip to the n-c 
Colorado lakes on 914. Western Sandpiper--some very large concentra -
tions occurred, with 5035 1 isted on the Pueblo Fal 1 Count ••• Buff
breasted Sandpiper--! in n-c Colorado 9/4 (DFO), and 1 at CCRA on 9/V 
(TMar) ••• Black-necked Stilt--possible breeding was noted at 
Boulcer, as the 2 adults that summered there were seen viith a young of 
the year on 8/27 (BK, SL) ••• Red Phalarope--a< rare Red "'as at Union 
9/13-14 (JRo, BW, m.ob.) ..• Northern Phalarope--good numbers reportecl 
1·ii th a ma:dmum of Sl on the Denver Fal 1 Count 9/10; latest, 1 at Union 
on lc/16 (VD, TE). 

JAEGE:C'.i, GULLS, TERNS: Parasitic Jaeger--Colorado observer5 found 
6 jaegers this fall, all of this species, and al 1 on the E. Slope: 
1 dark-phase adult at CCRA 8113 (TMar); at Union 1 1 i ght-phase adult 
8/13-14 (CE, SL, MM, PM, m.ob.), 1 imm. 9/3-4 (FH, m.ob.), 1 light-phase 
adult 9/9-14 (SL, m.ob.); 1 light-phase adult at Chatfield 9/17 (OFO), 
and 1 imm. at Red Lion on 9130 (HH). The ratio of adults to immatures 
seems remarkable ••• Herring Gull--earliest were 1 adult and 1 (poss
ibly 2) immatures, in unspecified plumage at Riverside on 8/13 (OKi). 
Most arrived on the E. Slope about mid-October, but numbers were gener
ally lm·L .• Franklin's Gull--corrmon to abundant on the E. Slope, ,,,ith 
a representative high of 5780 on the Pueblo Fall Count ~/17-13 •.• 
Bonaparte's Gull--migrants began to appear on the plains by mid-August 
but no major buildup was reported ••• Sabine's Gull--a strong sho•1dng 
of 9 birds, all on the E. Slope: 1 adult and 1 irrm. at Union 9/ll (PG, 
MM, PM); about 4 occurred at Union altogether, the latest 1 imm. on 
11/5-6 (MJ, PM). Others included 1 ad. at Sloan's L. 9/25 (JRo), 2 
imm. at CF&I Lakes 10/2 (EB), 1 at Pueblo :\es. 10/9 (EB), and 1 imm. 
at L. John 10/16 (PGo) ..• Forster's Tern--about 34 reported, to 10/9 • 
• . . Common Tern--~bout 52 reported; earliest 1·1as 1 ad. at Union 8/21 
(PM), and th.e latest 1 imm. at CCRA on 9/25 (JR). Tvio notable 
concentrations at Union involved 16 \12 ad. ,. 4 imm.) on 8/28 (BK, MM, 
PM), and 32 birds on 9/9 (SL, m.ob.) ••• Least Tern--2 of this rare 
species 1·1ere at Chatfield 10/1 (FJ). 

PIGEONS, CUCKOOS, OWLS: Band-tailed Pigeon--a poor 1;ild food 
crop in the Du ran go area resu 1 ted in reduced numbers the re, and the 
population was the smallest in 12 years in the Evergreen area (KS, \NB) 
latest ,,,ere 10 at Haystack Mt. on 10/8 (B.AS) ••• Yellow-bi \led Cuckoo-
[ Continued on Page 20] 
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Florida 
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Iowa 

Kansas 

Birding. American Birding Assn., Austin, Texas. 
News. Inland Bird Banding .Assn., Laurel, Maryland. 
lro'rt'ri American Bird Bander. Cave Creek, Arizona. 
western Bfrds. Ua hforna !'ie l<i Orn i thologists, Del Mar, 
California. 

Alabama Birdlife. Alabama Ornithological Soc., Auburn. 

Roadrunner. Maricopa Aud. Soc., Phoenix. 
Vermillion Fl,ycatcher. Tucson Aun. Soc., Tucson. 

Newsletter. Arka nsas Audubon Soc., little iiock. 

r.ull. r,olden r,ate Aud. Soc., Berke l ey. 
~letter. Internat'l Bird ~escue 2esearch Center, 
Berkeley. 
c\nnua 1 Report. Newsletter. ?o int .deyes Bird Observa
tory, Bo .l ina s . 
Western Tana 3er. Los Angeles Aud. 3oc., Los An[;ele s. 

Aikorns. Aiken Aud. Soc., Colorado Springs. 

Newsletter. Connect i cut :,ud. Council, Harwinton. 

.Jelmarv3 Ornitholoqist. Delmarva cm. '.; oc., ;; ilinin0ton. 

~lorida Naturalist. 
Florida Scientist. 
ville. 

Florida Aud. Soc., Maitland. 
'Florida Academy of Science, l}aines-

Oriole. l}eorgia Orn. Soc., A thens. 

:Prairie Owi. ?alouse Aud. Soc., lfoscow. 

Cardinal. 
Wuarter1y. 

Indiana Aud. Soc., Indianapolis . 
Indiana Aud. Soc.~ Indianapolis. 

Iowa Bird life. Iowa Orn. Union, :iJavenport. 
tre'WSlet'te'r~orth Ame·rican "!ame Breeders and Shooting 
Preserve Assn., l}oose Lake. 
;·:ildlife Harvest for l}ame Breeders and 1'unting 2eserve s . 
Same. -- --- --

Bullet in. Fans as Orn. Soc. , Winfield. 
Newsletter. Kansas Orn. Soc., '.Hnfield. 
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Mississippi 
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New Hampshire 
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New Mexico 
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C.F.O. Journal No . 3 4 

;:ichitA !cudubon. ~.; ichita Aud. Soc., ·., ichita. 

i.entucky ·.:arbler; Kentucky Orn. Soc., l.ouisvil lc . 

News. Louisiana Orn. Soc., Lafayette. 

Maryland ~ ~· ~;aryland Orn. Soc., Baltin1ore. 

Annual RBllor. Research h;;&ort. Manomet Observer. 
Manomet ir Observatory, nomet. 
Man and Nature. Massachusetts Aud. Soc., Lincoln. 
lreWsTeT:ter:--Nassachusetts Aud. Soc., Lincoln. 

Jack-Pine '1/arbler. Michi5an Aud . Soc., Et . Pleasant. 

loon. Minnesota Orn. Union, ~iinneapolis. 

Mississippi .h ite. Mississippi Orn • .Soc., Niss iss ipp i 
state. ----

Bluebird. Aud. Soc. of !~issouri, [ ansa s C:ity. 

Nebraska Bird Review. Nebraska Orn. ~nion, iincoln. 
Newsletter-:--"Nebraska Orn. Union, Lincoln. 

Pelican. 

l.;uarterl.y. 

Cassinia. 
Magazirie. 

Lahontan Aud •. Soc., Heno. 

Aud. S0c. of New Hampshire, Concord. 

Delaware Valley Orn. Club, Blackwood 
New Jersey Aud. '.Joe. , Westwood. 

Field Notes. NMOS Bulletin. Seasonal R(JPart. Publi
cationTerre's-:--ll'ew M'exico Orn. Soc . , e ar Crest"':""" 
Ravens.~western New Mexico Aud. Sou., Silve r City. 

Newsletter to Members. ?eregrine Fund Newsletter. Cor
nell universTty tahoratory o! urn7;""Ttfiaca. 
Goshawk. ~enessee Orn. Soc., Richester. 
l'rot!lonotary. Buffalo Orn. Soc., Lewiston. 

North Carolina .£!!!!. Carolina Bird Club, Zebulon. 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

8rer;:m 

{Continued on page 

Cleveland Bird Calendar. Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History, C"Ie'Veliind. 

Newsletter. Cleveland County Bird Club, Norman. 
E He. Stephens County Orn. Soc., Duncan. 
'SCI'Ssortail. Bulletin. Oklahoma Orn. Soc., Bartlesville. 
~ Sc1ssorta11. Tulsa Aud. Soc., Tulsa. 

Audubon Warbler. Portland Aud. Soc. , Portland. 
ore5on ~· Southern Willamette Orn . Club, Sugene . 
171 
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Identi f ication~ 

TACKLING THE THRUSHES 

Tv10 common Co 1 or ado thrushes, an uncommon one, and two rare ones 
offer a field identification puzzle more challenging than many observers 
realize. A number of recent Gray-cheeked Thrushes in Colorado, al 1 in 
the spring, makes timely this information on separating the Catharus 
(nee Hylocich~) thrushes. Their identification r"'quires a good look, 
front and back. By itself, back color is not a reliable indicator-
colorations overlap and sometimes poor light deceives. 

The information in this article is drawn from a series of three 
articles by Jon Dunn in "The Western Tanager", a part of his continuing 
series on bird identification. 

[Th e Edi tor thanks Barry Clark, Edi tor of "The Western Tanager", 
published by the Los Angeles ,'i\ufubon Society, for assistance in adapting 
this article from the original which appeared in 1977 in the Tanager. 
He furnished us with the original art work used to illustrate that 
seri es.] 

The following chart summarizes the plumage characteristics, 
Remembe r , though, that the calls of the birds in migration, and of 
course their songs on the breeding grounds,can give diagnostic 
identification. 

Very Very Conspi None 
Heavy Faint cuous 

Wood x x 

Red- Veery x x 

walnson's x x 

x x 

ray-chk 'd x x x 

Red ta II 
ot. back-Herml t x x 

Illustrations by Mary~ Pereyra. 
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SWAINSON 1S THRUSH Catharus ustulata 

In Colorado, breeds sparingly in the mountains, along willow-lined 
streams, Migrates conmonly on the eastern plains; sometimes 100 can be 
seen in a day. 

Behavior: 

All thrushes posture and move 1 ike a robin, but they also are much 
shyer and more secretive than our city thrush. 

Cal 1 Notes: 

Typical call note is a soft wink, often compared to the sound of a 
droplet of water falling int'Ci""a"pool, 

Song: 

A rolling series of flute-quality phrases, rising up the scale. 

Plumage: 

Two color phases occur. The typical Colorado bi rd has a uni form.ly 
olive back. The Pacifi c Coast race, however, has rich rufous-brown 
coloration to the upperparts; this race strongly resembles the Veery, 
so that birds wi th reddish backs particularly should be examined fo r 
o t her field marks. These include: 

--Distinct buffy eye-ring; (compare '•ith Hermit, wh ich has 
thinner, whitish eye-ring). 

--Fainter spotting on underparts than Hermit, which has bold, 
distinct spots. Rows of spots on breast do tend to form ' 
streaks. 

--Cheek, breast, and flanks shaded wi th rich golden-buff. 

VEERY Catharus fuscescens 

Breeds spar i ngly on the Western Slope. 
Eastern Slope. 

Song : 

Migrates uncommonly on the 

A rolling series of flute-quality phrases, dropping down the scale. 
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~~ VEE RY 

Catharus fuscescens .:P~ 8~ cheek, 
---Ct:gfi:t!_y .Sj1'Jttetf fuMt 

A down-slurred~· quite different from call notes of Hormi.t or 
Swainson 1s. 

Plumage: 

Even though this species breeds throughout the Great Basin states and 
to the East and North, · any ceddbh-backed birds should be e><amined 
closely because of the russet-backed race of Swainson 1 s Thrush. 

--Tawny-r.ed upper parts, in the eastern race, are more intense 
than the russet-backed Swainson's, but the difference between 
back colors on the Great Basin Veery and the russet-backed 
Swainson 1s is virtually imperceptible. Therefore the next 
two features constit~te the best marks. 

--Underparts largely whitish-gray, and br.east only .!l.gb_tJy 
spotted. 

--Gray flanks, particularly distt~cttve, contrast markedly with 
the rest of the underparts and th~ rusty-red back. Swainson 1s 
is much more heavily spotted across the breast, and the spots 
are larger and darker, forming a more 'extensive pattern which 
extends down along the sides. In addition, the cheeks, 
breast, and flanks of the Swainson's are richly washed with a 
bright b,uf.f thflt is totally lacking in the Veery (e><cept for 
a tinge of quff restricted to the breast). 

--No distihct ey~-rfng. 
--Very ~~_cheeks. 

-11-
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HERMIT THRUSH .catharus guttata 

Breeds commonly in Colorado conifer forests. Migrates uncommonly on 
plains and in valleys. 

Behavior: The only thrush that has the frequent habit of· flicking ill 
wi ngs when perched. Also when perched, it often cocks its tail and 
drops i t s 1ow1 y • 

Song: An ethereal serenade of flutelike. qua lity which e·choes ac ross our 
mountain valleys in June and July ; Each phras.e is introduced by a long 
introductory note, followed by a jumble of rising and fal ling notes, 
and delivered as a duet (question and answer). 

Call Notes: Has a number of call notes, the most common of which is a 
low chup or chup-chup; none of the call notes are remotely similar to 
the call of the Swainson 1s. 

P l umag_e: Best mark is the rusty-red .!21.l which contrasts vdth the 
rump and back, This mark, howeve r, can be difficult to discern, 
pacticularly when the bird is in bad light. Too often the ine:<peri
e nced or quick-draw observer makes the rapid and ofte~ inaccurate 
assumption that the thrush und er observation is not a Hermit, because 
it appears to lack the reddish tai 1. 

--Smaller than Swainson 1s. 
--Thin, whitish eye-ring. ,....,,t/f , , { 
--Underparts with bold distinct vvn.ttt.511-

spots, which tend to form 
streaks. 

--Cheek, breast, and flanks 
shaded with~ 

( 



Summer, 1978 

streaked 
breast--.:• 
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indistinct eye ring 
grayish cheek 

~-gray-brown 

Migrates rarely, in spring, on plains. 

Call~: Similar to Veery, but slightly higher-pitched. 

~lo .• 34 

Song: Like Veery, but softer, more nasal, and with abrupt, rising 
inflection at end. 

Plumage: The Gray-cheeked Thrush most closely resembles the common 
Swainson's Thrush, for the coloration of the upperparts is similar. 

--Cheek always~; lacks the rich buff tones of Swa.i nson 1s. 
--Indistinct eye ring, or none at al 1 . . The immatures can have a 

thin whitish eye ring. 
--Underparts of adults quite distinctive: Dull slaty-qray flanks, 

contrasting with otherwise grayish-white underparts. 
Immatures have a similar pattern, but most show a very 
~yellowish-olive wash across the breast. 

--Rather heavy pattern of spots, forming streaks· across the 
breast, similar to Swainso~'s. 

ihe · Gray~cheeked can be readily confuse·d with the similar Hermit 
Thrush, for the overall coloration is quite similar·. Apart from its 
large·r size, Gray-cheeked features which di·stinguish It from the 
Hermit include a less disti.nct eye r1n·g, the ' lack of a rusty tail (if 
the bird is in good light}. its calTnote, ·and the underparts. 
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Wood Thrush 
Hyloclchla mustelina 

Rare Migrant in Colorado. 

Call Notes: a low tuck tuck; an alarm note, a liquid .ell .ell .ell· 

Song: A series of loud phrases of flute quality, each followed by a 
soft guttural trl II. 

Ph1111age .: Easiest of the spot-breasted thrushes to recognize, for It 
Is quite Targa, ~pproachlng the size of a robin, 

--Crown, nape, and upper back bright ryfous ~· 
--Rest of upperparts only slightly. duller. 
--Underparts .l!!.Q: wlilte, distinctly patterned with large, 

round black spots, set we 11 apart from each other--as 
distinct from the pattern of streaks In the otlier four, 
Catharus, thrushes. 

Note on Gray-clieeked migration: Tile Gray-cheekd Is one of. the few 
North American landblrds to' breed west to northwestern Siberla--a range 
close to that of the Blackpoll Warbler. Yet the Blackpoll ls a fairly 
conmon migrant in Colorado, a .t least on the plains, while the Gray
cheeked Thrush has been recorded only a few , times. The paucity of . 
records in Colorado and the West suggests that Si.berian bi f'ds, on their 
way to Sou.th American wintering ·ground·s, must migrate d1.1:e ea'st, across 
Canada, for thousands of mi I es befoie turning so,uth. 
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GENERAL NOTES 

Mournino Dove Ground Nesting in Sagebrush Habitat 

Little has aDDarentlv been .. oubllshed concerning ground nesting in 
Mourning Doves(zenaldura macroura) even though it is a conmen occur
rence throughout much of the treeless western United States. Downing 
(J. Wildl. Hgt. 23: 117-118, 1959) studied ground nesting by Mourning 
Dove s in Oklahoma, where he calculated .that 70% of the dove population 
in his study area nested on the ground. In Colorado, Bailey and Nie
drach (The Birds of Colorado, Oen. Mus. of Natural History, 1965: 1175) 
state that, "A large per cent of the doves on the eastern prairies, and 
probably in western counties as wel 1, nest on the ground • .. " 

From May 18 to 21, 1977, I recorded dove nest data a t a study area 
near Lay, Colorado, about 20 miles wes t of Craig in the northwestern 
part of the state. The area is gently rolling sagebrush-covered hills 
dissected by gullies and rock outcrops. Sagebrush is the predominant 
vegetation type, but cultivated dryland wheat begins 2 miles to the east 
and pinyon/juniper woodland occurs within 0.5 miles to the west . Lay 
Creek runs east-west through the area. Along Lay Creek are stands of 
Black Greasewood (Sarcobatus vermiculatus), grass and sedge meadows, 
stands of cattai ls(~ latifolia). and willows(~~). Mourning 
Doves ranged over all of these habitats, and long f lights between habi
tats were conmonly observed, parti cularly early and late in the day. 

During the five-day period 1 spent several hours in all habitats 
searchi ng for dove nests. Searches were made simply by w•lking through 
a habitat and searching thoroughly in any spot wherff doves flushed. 
Even though doves were abundant, I managed to locate only seven nests, 
all in a localized area of sagebrush habitat. The data 1 recorded for 
each nest is summarized in Table 1. Considering the variety of habita ts 
and nest sites available in the area, these doves chose very speci fi~ 

situations, apparently indi ca ting a very precise habita t selection. 
Five of the seven nests we re associated with a long ravine extending 
north/south through the area. All of the nest s we re directly under the 
canopy of a 8ig Sagebrush (Artem isia tridentata) . Of the ravi ne nes ts , 
all were on the east-facing slope of the ravine and near the top. The 
steepness of the slope varied, but most nests were on moderate to very 
steep slopes. 

Nest material was principally dead grass stems mi xed with some 
grass leaves and other herbaceous material, but no sticks were used·. 
Each of the nests examined had a two-egg clutch. The fiv & rav i ne nests 
were all located between a large bunch of Indian Ricegrass (Oryzopsis 
hymenoides) and the base of a sageb rush shrub. The bunchgrass, situ
ated on the downhi 11 side of the nest, · served as a prop for the nest 
and created a small level bench on an otherwise steep hillside, The 
sagebrush on the uphill side of the nest provided shade and cover. 
These situations were relatively unconrnon on the hillside. 

This uniformity of nest site selection brings up the question of 
what these particular nest sites offer. Stnce there apparently was a 
variety of shrub and tree sites . available, as well as many different 
ground sltuatlons, the sites choset1 must have special desirable 
qualities. Factors apparent to me were: 
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1. The nests were sheltered from the prevailing southwest .wind by 
their position on the hillside. 

2. They were shaded from the sun and well hidden by vegetation. 
3. Host offered a distant view of approaching predators. 

Although protection from the elements seemed to Influence nest site 
selection by these doves, Downing (op. cit.) did not find this to be 
true In his study. He found •hat high winds destroyed tree nests and 
not ground nests, but leeward slopes were not preferred over other 
slopes, and overhead cover or shade was not essential. 

If the Lay Creek doves are typical of other populations in western 
Colorado, and other populations nest in close proximity In similar 
habitat situations, it may be possible to identify key dove nesting 
areas in (rapidly diminishing) sagebrush habitat. Potential areas are 
the upper leeward sides of sagebrush-bunchgrass covered ridges within 
one mile of water. 

Table 1. Observations of seven MourninQ Dove groand nests 

Nest No. 

I 
2 
3 
4 

6 
7 

Estimated Slope 
in Degrees 

15 
45 
45 
65 
60 
50 
20 

Aspect of Slope Distance to Closest 
(Major direction) Oove Nest (Meters) 

N 
SE 
E 
NE 
NE 
E 
N 

James R, Rees 

100 
300 

60 
300 
160 
100 
150 

2502 West 7th Avenue 
Kennewick, Washington 99336 

Goshawk Attack on Sage Grousel1 

On the mernlng of July 25, 1978, we observed a Goshawk(Acclpiter 
gentills) successfulj·y attack a juvenile Sage Grouse (Centrocercus 
u.rophaslanus) near Goodman Springs in northwestern Moffat Co,, Colo
raod. As we approached Goodman Springs, we observed a flock of 40-50 
Sage Grouse on the road 120 meters before us. As preparations were 
being made to attempt to capture the grouse, all but one suddenly 
clushed. We observed the remaining grouse through binoculars as It 
struggled to escape from a raptor, which we later identified as a 
juvenile Goshawk. The Goshawk unsuccessfully attempted to carry off 
the Sage G,.ouse when we approached by vehicle, When we w_ere wt thin 
30 meters lt abandoned Its prey and flew toe grove of aspen trees 
150 meters north. Inspection of the Sage Grouse Indicated It was a 
juvenile female, with numerous lacerations on Its head and back, 

1. Contribution from 
Colorado Federal Aid 
Project W-37-R. 

James D. llngman &.Kenneth M. 
Giesen 

P, 0, Box 2287, Fort Collins 80522, 
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Ll9PARY .EX~~ [Con ti nc,ed from P1 : c 81 
Pennsylvania Newsletter. Hawk :··'.:>u!lta i n S<inctuary Assn., KeMpt on. 

_.,.u11c 1 1rouse. Bulletin. Aud. 3oc. of ;"estern ?ennsyl
Variia; m't30ur,-, . . 

Rhod e IslRnil Field. Notes of I'.hode Island. Birds. Report. Aud. 
~oT"'IT!i'Od'e"Is land, !'roviden~ 

South Carolina lesser Squawk. Charleston Natural Hist ory 3oc ., :::i un
merville. 

South :JF1kota 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

W. Virginia 

Wyoming 

Australia 

Austria 

British 
Honduras 

Bulgaria 

South ::::Jakota Bird Notes. South Jak ota Orn. Uni~n, 
haji'ia ~ -- ---

:'11.grant, Tennes se e Orn. Soc ., ::: lizabetht on. 

Ne1'/sletter. Fort •i:o rth Aud. Soc. , Fort 'lorth. 
'SiiI!e-tin:- Hous ton Aud . Soc ., Houst on. 
Phalarope. :i! i dland Naturali.sts. ~1id land, 
Erairie Horned lark. Texas ~anhandle Aud. Soc . , Amar~11o, 
'Si)Offii'6il~tdoor Nature Club, Houston. 
News. San Antonio .\ud . Soc. , San Antonio. 
NeW'Sletter. Texas Orn. 5oc., Baytown. 
Bulletin. Texas Orn. Soc . 
Wood s , Wings, ~ater. ~all.as County Aud. Soc., Jal.las . 

News. Utah Audubon Society, Brii:;ham City. 

Hermit Thrush. ~reen ;fountain Aud . Soc., South Burling
~ ---
Raven. Virginia Soc. of Orn., Richmond. 

Notes. Seattle Aud. Soc., Seattle. 

Red.start. Brooks Bird Club, St. Albans. 

Notes. Bighorn Aud. Soc., Sheridan. 
PIBins ~ ~· Murie Aud. Soc . , Casper. 

Foreign Exchanges 

Australian Birds . 
Oatley. 

New South Wales Field Orn. Club., 

Newsletter. Australasian Seabird ~roup, 
Sunbird. ''.lueensland Orn. Soc. Brisbane. 
v .d.R.1. Notes" Victorian Orn. Research 
bourne. ---

A • .;.T, 

l}roup. c·:el-

Falkner. Osterre ich ischer Falknerbund, ·,aen. 

Bulletin. Belize Aud. Soc., Belize City. 

Bjuietin. Bulgarska A.kademiia Na Naukite, Sofia. 
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Bulletin Ornithologiue. Club des Orn. de ~uebec, Or
sainville, Quebec. 
Qurlew. Willow Beach Field Naturalists, Cobourg, On-
tarro;' 
Ailllual Rf¥ogt· Newsletter. Long Point Bird Observa-
tory, Po owan, Ontario. 
Newsletter. Nova Scotia Bird Soc., Halifax. 
Oritario Bird Banding. Ontario Bird Banding Assn., Port 
Rowan, Ontario. 
~. Newfoundland Natural· History Society, New-
1:'0tffiCIT.and. 
Tchebec .. PIO vince of Quebec Soc. for the Protection 
of Birds, Pointe Claire, Quebec. 

Toucan. Panama Aud. So.c., Balboa. 

Boletin Ornitolo~ico. Zl Comite de Ciencia del In
stituto Chileno orteamericana de Cultura., Valda via. 

Ornis Feilllica. Finnish Orn. Soc., Helsinki. 

Cormoran. Group Ornithologique Normand, iiouen. 

~Report. Gambia Orn. Soc., Banjul. 

Annual Re~or. Cambrian Orn. Soc., Colwyn Bay, ·,1ale s. 
~ 1\ft• a r Isle Bird Observatory Trust, Edinburgh, 

nd. 
Bulletin. International Wildfowl Research Bureau, Slim
bridge, Gloucester. 
Annual Reaort. International Council for Bird Preserva
t"'1'0ri";"'l:on on. 
Journal. Hoyal Air Force Orn. Soc., Cheddar, Somerset, 
~nglind. 

Bird ~eport. Hong Kong Bird Watching Soc., Kowloon, 
Hong ong. 

Pusrta. Orn. and Nature Conserving Circle in the Society 
"'fCi'r1'0pular Science, Szegdx. 

Newsletter for B:lrdwatchers. Birdwatchers' Field Club of 
India, Bomb&y." 

Broadsheet. Gosse Bird Club, Kingston. 

Re~lus. Ligue Luxembourgeoise pour l'Etude et la Pro
tec ion des Oiseaux, Luxembourg. 

~ ~ Y.!!!!· Il-Merill. Malta Orn. Soc., Rabat. 

Newsletter. New l'luinea Bird Soc., Papua. 
science 1ri New Guinea. The Univ. of Papua and New Guinea, 
Papua. ----

Bulletin. Nigerian Orn. Soo., Sopele. 
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Poland Ring, Polish Orn, Soc,, Wroclaw. 

Cyanopica. Sociedade Portuguesa de Ornitologia, Porto , 

South Africa Promerops. Cape Bird Club, Cape'Town, 

Sweden 

Safring News/Nuus, National Unit for Bird-Ringing Admini
stration, Rondebosch Cape, 
~ ~· Witwatersrand Bird Club, Johannesburg. 

Zoologica Scrlpta, Royal Swedish Academy of Science, 
Stockholm, 

Switzerland Key-word Index of Wildlife Research, Swiss Wildlife Infor
mation Service, Zurich. 

Uganda 

u.s.s.R. 

West Germany 

Yugoslavia 

Zambia 

Ornitholoqische Beobachter, Schweizerische Vogelwarte, 
Sempach, 

Bicd Newsletter, Uganda Soc,, Kampala. 

Ornitologiia. Gorki Scientific Library, Moscow, 

Actitis. Ornitholofisches Gruppe, Berlin. 
AiJSj?i'Cium. Vegelwarte Radolfzell, Schloss Moggingen, 
Emberiza. Der Landesbeauftragte fur Naturschutz und 
Landschaftspflege in Rbsinland-Pfalz, Kaiserlautern, 
Luscinla. Hesslschen Gesellachaft fur Ornithologie und 
Naturachutz, Offenback/Main, 
Ornitholoqische Schtiftenschau. Dachverband Deutscher 
Afifaunistan, Konstanz. 
Senckenberglana Blologlca. Natur-museum und Forschung, 
Frankfurt, 

Larus, lnstl*ute of Orn. of the .Yugoslav Academy of 
Sciences and Arts, Zagreb, 

~· Zambian Dept, of Wildlife, Fisheries, and National 
Parks, Chi 1 anga, 
Newsletter. Zambian Orn. Soc,, Lusaka, 

FALL MIGRATION 

Abbreviations used for Organizations: Boulder Audubon Society (BAS), 
Boulder Bird Club (BBC), Boulder County Parks Dept , (BCP); Denver 
Field Ornithologists (OFO), Ft. Collins Audubon Society (FCAS), 
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FALL Hl!iRATION 
9 bl rds reported , the last 9/16 at Ft. Coll Ins (HJ) ••• ea·rn Owl--2 
seen near Rocky Ht. Arsenal 8/16 (PE, RO), I on Wellington W.H.A. 10/6 
(IBu), and 2 at Ft. Collins throughout November (8N) ••. Screech Owl-
only 5 birds noted; this seems an extremely small number for such a 
cmmmon bird ••. Pygmy Owl--only 4 birds reported ••• Burrowing Owl-
latest was I at Ken Caryl Ranch 10/1 (DFO) ••• Spotted Owl--this rare 
owl was reported once, I at Ridgway 10/24 (JRG) •.• Long-eared Owl-
only 2 reported, I found dead at Hesperus on 8/22 (KS), and a live one 
on the Denver Fal I Count on 9/10 ••• Sho'rt-eared Owl--the only report 
was Z at Browns Park NWR throughout October {GLD) ••• Saw-whet Owl--a 
road-kill was found at Hesperus 8/22 (KS), an injured bird was at AspeR 
Park near Evergreen 10/9 (SB, HOG). and ·1 was at Evergreen 11/8 (ECT). 
where it spent the day . roosting in a ponderosa pine in ECT's yard. 

GOATSUCKERS, SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS: Poor-will--1 at Barr (R~ and I 
in Boulder Mt. Parks (FH) on 9/24, and 1 at Durango 9/27 (KS) •.. Com. 
Niqhthawk--maximum count, about 150 at Durango 919~ a.nd the latest, also 
th6U,on lll/1 (KS), •. Black Swi ft--at Eagle, JM received an imm. on 
9/18, which had evidently been attacked and killed by magpies in a 
neighbor's yard ... Hummingbirds--last dates were I Black-chinned 9/20, 
I Bro•d-talled 9/Z3, and 1 Rufous 9/28, all at Durango (KS) •.. 
Calliope Humming~ird--2 at Silverthorne 8/14 (HK), and 1 at Durango 9/1 
(KS); at Ridgway Guadagno listed 22 observations (maximum 3 on 8/6, 
819, and 9/2, with the last date 9/6; I at L. Estes in early September 
(LM), and the last reported at Eldora on 919 (GS). 

WOODPECKERS: Red-bellied Woodpecker- - the only report this fall 
comes from an unusual location: I 3t Pueblo Res. on 11/20 (JL) •.. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker--observers found a fair number in the western 
half o f the state, the latest at Dinosaur Nat'l Mon. on 10/16 (JFA); 
the only bird reported on the plains was 1 of undetermined form at Ft. 
Morgan on 10/5 (JCR) ... N. Three-toed Woodpecker--1 at Evergreen on 
9/18 (ECT), single birds in the Boulder Mt. Parks 10/29 and 11/5 (BAS) 
and I on Wolf Creek Pass 10/23 (HK). 

FLYCATCHERS: Cassin's Klngbird--1 at Lafayette on 9/24 (JR) for 
the state's latest report ••• Great Crested Flycatcher--the only report 
was I at Ft. Morgan on 8/23-24 (JCR) ••. Ash-throated Flycatcher--1 at 
Barr L. 8/21-22 (DFO). I at Ft. Morgan on 9/2 (JCR), and 1-2 seen on 
14 occasions at Ridgway 8/9-9/4 (JRG)· ••. Black Phoebe--in point of 
rarity, the find of the . season was 1 of this species along the Animas 
R. in Durango on 8/9 (EF); 2 th~re the next day wers seen regularly 
unti 1 9123 (KS) .•. Say's Phoebe--latest reported were 2 on Florida 
Mesa on 10/17 (KS), a month later than anywhere else in the state .. 

. Empidonax sp.--latest of this genus were I at Ken Caryl Ranch 10/l 
(OFO) and Tat Chatfield the next day (HK) ..• Eastern l<ood Pewee-
this rare species was identified once during the season: l"at Ft. 
Lupton on 8/14 (WWB, OK). 

SWALLOWS, CORVIDS: Violet-green Swallow--again this year, as 
last, the major fall concentrations were in Durango: 2700 on 8/20, 
1500 on 9117, and 7 on 9/26. At Ridgway they dee Ii ned from a 
seasonal maximum of 400 on 8/17 to a last date (number not specified) 
of 9/26 (JRG) .•. Bank Swallow--very late, and possibly extremely so, 
were 2 at Fossil Creek Res. and 2 at Union on 10/8 (HJ, PM) ... 
Purple Martin--again this fall, as last, the only martins were 
reported from the Durango area: 6 includin 9 2 adult males and at least 

-20-



I 

SLmller 1978 C ,F ,0. Journal No. 34 

1 imm., were at Sunrnft Res. 8/12 (KS) ••. Clark's Niltcracker--early on 
the plains were 1 at Boulder on 9/6. (P\I), and 5 at Chatfield on 9/17 
(DFO). The population was unusually large at Estes Park (WKR), but 
more nearly normal elsewhere. 

PARIDS TO WRENS: Plain Titmouse--Ligon considered this species 
as scarce at Pueblo, as did Stransky at Durango, and no others reported 
any at all •.• Bushtit--25 were In Spring Creek Can. on 9/18 (MJ), 
a flock was at Pueblo Res. on 10/9, and 2were in east Denver 10/19 (JR). 
Red-breasted Nuthatch--although this was projected as a possible flight 
year, only about 58 birds were noted: 37 in the Denver-Boulder area, 
l at Ft. Collins 10/13 (JGF.), and 18 on Wolf Creek Pass on 19/23 (HK) 
••• Winter Wren--1 near Eagle on 10/9 (JI!), l at Waterton on 11/9 
(JR) ••• Bewick 1s Wren--only two reports: 1 on Pueblo Fall Count 
9/17-18, and 1 at Totton on 11/12 (KS). In mild winters it can be 
found all year at Durango but apparently this was not one of them 
(KS) •.. 

THRASHERS, THRUSHES : Bendire 1s Thrasher--far indeed from its normal 
range is 1 at Ft. Morgan on 9/25 (JCR); no further details were 
received with the report, but hopefully more information is available • 
. . Curve-bi 1 led Thrasher--the only report, 1 on the Pueblo Fal 1 Count 
on 9/17 ••. Wood Thrush--the only report was 1 at Ft. Col 1 ins on 
9/21 (JGR) •. • Hermit Thrush--only 8 birds found this fall. .. 
Swainson's Thrush--only 2 reported •.• Western Bluebird--an interest
ing occurrence was a flock of 150 at Berthoud on:ll/16 (MMD). 

KINGLETS, WAXWINGS, SHRIKES: Golden-crowned Kinglet--earliest on 
the plains were 2 at Barr L. on 914 (RA) ••• Northern Shrike--a 
strong flight brought at least 36 into the state this fall; earliest 
was 1 on F'lori da Mesa on 8/28 (EF), and up to 6 could be found on any 
subsequent day in that ~area (KS). On the E. Slope the flight began 
much later, the first at Ft. Morgan on 10/19 (JCR). 

VIREOS; Solitary Vlreo--latest on the W. Slope was 1 at Ridgway 
on 9127 (JRG), and the last on the E. Slope was 1 at Boulder on 11/10 
and 11/12 (PG, MHo). The only blue-headed birds reported were 2 on 
the Denver Fall Count on 9/10 •.• Philadelphia Vireo--a rare on~ 
was at Chatfield on 913 (FJ). 

WARBLERS : Black-and-white Warbler--2 at Barr L. 8/21-22 (OFO), 
and 1 in Wheatridge on B/31 (PE) .•. Prothonotary--the best warbler 
of the fall was 1 of this species observed on the Pueblo Fall Count 
9/17-18 • • . Worm-eating--1 on the C.U. Campus in Boulder 10/22-30 
(PG, SL, m.ob.) •.• Tennessee--well-reported, with a total of about 
12 birds involved, 914 to 11/13. On the W. Slope, 3 at Durango on 
9/1 l and 2 there on 9/19 (EF) •.. Nashvi l le--9 individuals reported, 
818 at Ridgway (JRG) to 11/6 at Boulder (SL, PM) ... Yellow--an 
exceptionally late bird was at Ft. Collins on 10/22 (J~. 
Magno! ia--1 in Ft. Col I ins on 1213 (RR, JaW) •.• Townsend's--fai rly 
conman and widespread this fall; on the E. Slope the first arrivals 
were 2 at Ft. Morgan 8/23 (JCR), and the last at Boulder 10/16 (BAS); 
Approximate maximum was 16 on the Denver Fall Count 9/10 ... 
Black-throated Green--6 individuals reported. An exceptionally 
early one at Barr l. 8/21-22 (DFO); others 1 <>t Barr L. l0/22(RA), 
2 in Boulder 10/22-24 (BAS), 1 in the Sterling cemetery 10/29 (PG,MM, 
PM, JS, LS), and 1 on the C,U, campus in Boulder 11/5-6 (FH, SL, PM). 
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• Blackburnlan--11 rare fall obserntlon at Eldora 9/9 (GS) ••• 
Chestnut-slded--an ad, f-1• seen several tl•s u Durango 8/9-18 (KS) 
••• Blackpoll--1 at Boulder on 10/9 (SL), and I at Chatfield 10/16 
(HK) ••• Pal•--liblrds reported In widely separated locations: I at 
Rld!l"ay 9/1 (JllG), I at Barr L. 9/24 (RA), I at Evergreen 9/30 (ECT), 
end I at Silverthorne on 10/8 (DFO), The V, Slope had only one prior 
record ••• Ovenblrd--2 at waterton/Chatfleld 8/27 (DFO), I at Boulder 
9/6 (PW), and I at Ft. Morgan 9/7 (JCR) ••• Yellow-breasted Chat-
only 3 reported: I at Red Rocks Park 8/14 (DFO), I at Ft. Morgan 8/23 
(JCR), and I at Barr L. 9/3 (RA) •• , Hooded Varbler--1 at Boulder on 
8/22 (SL), I fe11111le at Barr L. 9/3 (RA), and I at Boulder 9/21 (SL) •• 
Am. Redstart-·about 9 noted, all Sut one frOlil the E. Slope--the excep~ 
tlon I at Ridgway on 8/29 (JRG). 

BLACKBIRDS, TANAGERS: Bobol 1 nk--3 at Durango on· .. 9.t3 (EF, m.ob .) 
Is certainly a noteworthy record ••• Yellow-headed Blackbird--the 
approximate maximum was 94" listed on the Denver Fall Count 9/19, and 
the latest was I at Ft •. :Col lins on 11/2 (HJ). Oddly no reports came 
from the W. Slope ••• Rusty Blackblrd--1 was at Erle ·on 10/27 (PG), 
and 6 total were at Ft. Col I Ins on I 1/5 and I 1123 (HJ) ••• Brown
headed Cowbird--an unusual report In 18 seen feeding on the tundra 
above Silver Plume on 9/27 (EC, CG) ••• Sul!lll8r Tanager--this rare 
bl rd was noted twice: 1 at Boulder on 8/21 (SL), and I at Waterton/ 
Chatfield on 8/27 (DFO). 

FINCHES: Cardlnal--1 was In Wheatrldge from 10/18 on (PE) ••• 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak--ln contrast to the strong spring flight, only 
2 were seen this fall: 1 on the Pueblo Fall Count on 9/17, and 1 in 
Boulder 9/23 (SL) •.. Blue Grosbeak--latest on the W. Slope were 2 
In Ridgway on 9/4 (JRG); B were li .sted on the Pueblo Fall Count on 
9117, for the highest count and last date ••• Indigo BuntinB·-5 noted 
on the E. Slope 8/21-9/17; on the W. Slope, I at Durango on /15 (EF). 
Indigo Buntings are appearing fairly regularly around Durango and, so 
far, they display no outward evidence of intergradation with the Lazuli 
·~nting (KS) •.• Pine Gre&beak--12 at Hermosa Park on 8/13 (EF). 2 inrn 
at L. Isabelle, Boulder Co., on 8/28 (BK), and 4 females at Evergreen 
on·ll/3 (DK) •.• Gray-crowned Rosy Flnch--30 on Guanella Pass on 10/1 
(LKM). and 80 on Squaw Mt. on 11/13 (SB, WWB) ••• Black Rosy Finch-
the first reported, 4 on Squaw Mt. on 11/13 (SB, WWB, AU) ••. Leucos
ticte sp.--large mixed flocks containing all 3 species were above Sil
ver <l!fome at 9500 1 from 11/19 on 9EC, C-G) •.. Red Crossbi 11--very 
sparsely reported this fall, as the cone crop seemed poor in nearly all 
areas; most reports came from the Denver-Boulder part of the Front 
Range, but a flock of undetermined· number was at Eagle on 9/3 (JM). 
White-winged Crossbill--the only observation of the fall involved an 
unspecified number on Wal f Creek Pass on 9/24 (SW).-•• Brown Towhee--
6 noted on Pueblo Fall Count 9/17-18; •. Lark Bunting--last reported 
on E. Slope on Denver Fall Count 9/10; a rather unusual W. Slope report 
was 1-2 at Ridgway 8/24-9/8 (JRG). 

SPARROWS: Grasshopper Sparrow--fairly common and conspicuous in 
Baca Co. 8/6-7 (DKi), but not reported 'elsewhere ••• Baird's Sparrow-
I at Union 9/29 (PM) •.. Lark Sparrow--latest, one at Durango 11/13 
(KS), which is very late indeed ••• Black-throated Sparrow--1 at Pine 
Brook Hills, Boulder Co., on'll/8 (~BB, LC); although this location 
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is fairly far from the species' usual range, the Black-throated is not 
entirely unknown in Boulder Co, , , Saqe Sparrow--1 closely studied at 
Pueblo Res. 10/16 (EB·) for the only report. . • Oa rk-eyed Junco--ea rl i -
est arrival was a Slate-colored at Boulder 8/11 (RVZ); about 20 White
wingeds reported, the earliest at Barr L. on 10/8 (RA) • •• Tree Spar
row--arrlved about 2 weeks late, and the numbers seemed rather low; 
earliest report was 10/15 In Boulder Co, (BAS), and on the W. Slope the( 
didn't arrive untl 1 H/21 at Rid9'11ay ·(JR') . .. Chipping Sparrow-- latest 
on W. Slope, 1 at Ridgway on 11/1 (JRG), and on the E. Slope 2 were 
very late at Sawhill Ponds 11/21i (BAS). Maximum was 165 on Denver Fall 
Count 9/10 ••. Clafcolored Sparrow--on the E. Slope, last reported 
were 3 at CCRA on 9 25 (JR), and an unspecified number at Boulder the 
same day (BAS); on the W. Slope, they remained at Ridgway until 10/19 
(JRG). : . the maximum was 203 in Boulder Co. 9/14-25. , , Brewer's 
Sparrow--last on the E. Slope were 3 along lower Bear Creek 10/15 (OFO) 
and on the W. Slope, 1 at Ridgway 10/19 (JRG) •. • Field Sparrow--about 
13 reported, all on the E. Slope, from 9/li until 10/16. • Harris' 
Sparrow--first arrivals noted at Boulder, 2 on 10/11 (RVZ) ; on the W. 
Slope, 1 inrn. was closely studied at Dinosaur Nat'l Mon. on 10/15 (JFA) 
.. . Numbers seemed quite low this fall, as compared with the last 
3-4 years •• , White-throated Sparrow--a rare W. Slope observation was 
1 at Ri dgway on 11/22 (JRG) .•• Fox Sparrow--1 at Skun k Hollow Gorge 
on 9/1 0 (ME), and 1, possibly injured, at Ft. Morgan 10/12 (JCR) ; at 
Ridgway the maximum was ) on 9/11, and the last seen the next day (JRG) 

Swamp Sparrow--1 at Sawhill Ponds on 11/19 (PG), and 1 at CCRA on 
11/24 (JR) .. • McCown's Lonqspur--latest were 10 on PNG on 11127 (DFO) 
.•. Lapland Lonqspur--4 at Chatfield on 11/24 (HK), 3 at Union on 
11/25 (BAS), and 35, harbingers of a s trong winter fli ght, on the PNG 
on 11/27 (DFO), •. Chestnut-collared Longspur--the onl y report was 1 
on 10/21 (AH). 
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C.F.O. FIELD TRIPS 

Oct. 21--San Luis Valley. 
Meet at 9:00 a.m. at the Headquarters of 
'the Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge, 
about 5 miles south of Monte Vista. Last 
year, Golden plovers, Whooping Cranes. 

Nov. 11--Pueblti area. 
Meet at B:OO a.m. at the Ramada Inn Parking 
Lot at U.S. 50 and 1-25 in Pueblo. Leader, 
Dave Griffiths. 

Application to mail at Controlled 
Circulation rates is pending at 
Berhtoud, Colorado 80513 
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