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We wish to apologize to Robert Andrews for introducing some 
errors into his article "The C.F.O. Checklist of Colorado Birds" which 
appeared in the last issue, Vol. 14, No. 3. The errors were our fault 
not his and the corrections are listed on the next page. Also there 
is a notice that the Latilong study is to be updated. If you have any 
data to contribute please send it in promptly. In this issue we have 
two seasonal reports and, as in Vol. 14, No. 2, one is in tabular form 
whereas the other is in the more usual story form. Your comments on 
the different report styles will be welcome. 

PETER GENT and TERRY ROOT 

Cover Illustration: Least Flycatcher by Joseph C. Rigli. 
Joe is a long time member of the C.F.O. and lives in Fort Morgan, 
Colorado. His drawings have appeared regularly in the C.F .o. 
Journal and have also been used by the Denver Field 
Ornithologists and Buteo Books. 
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ERRORS IN VOL. 14, NO. 3 

In the C. F.O. Checklist of Colorado Birds the- following 
subspecies werl! incorrt!ctly stated as recently breeding in the state. 
In f act, they are not known to have bred in the state and should have 
no letter at all after them: the Harlan's Race of the Red-tailed 
llawk, the Yellow-bellied Race of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, the 
Blue-ht!aded Race of the Solitary Vireo and the Myrtle Race of the 
Yellow~rumped Warbler. 

An error has also been noted in the Bird Latilong Update: the 
status of the Solitary Sandpiper in Quad 10 should be a Migrant, M, 
and not a definite br·eeder, B. 

LATILONG UPDATE 

A mailing is going out to all Latilong contributors--past, 
present, and future--with an updated version. Contributors are 
requested to s upplement and correct the data. Upon return of the 
information, and its inclusion into the study, a new edition of the 
Latilong will be issued. If you are not on the Latilong contributor 
list and have ,;ome data to contribute, please contact Steve Bissell, 
Non-game lliolugis t, Colorado Di vision of Wildlife, 6060 Broadway, 
Denver 8U216 or Hugh Kingery, 869 Milwaukee Street, Denver 80206. 

One new development from the Latilong study is the Field Check 
List published by the Ft. Collins Audubon Society for Latilong 4, one 
of the most intensively birded Latilongs i1l the state because it 
includes Ft. Collins, Boulder, Loveland, Longmont, Estes Park, and 
C rand 1.dke. Copies are ava .ilable from the Ft. Collins Audubon, Box 
1245, Ft. Collins 80522. TI1ey cost a nickle each, or 25 for $1. 

DENVER AUDUBON SOCIETY GRANTS 

In order to encourage research into natural history topics and 
ecological relationships, especially by amateurs, Denver Audubon 
:;uciety will make research grants, generally in the $100 to $500 
range, this winter. The grants will support projects having regional 
application in ecology, natural history, and similar fields. Another 
type of grant m,1y be awarded for publication of research or field data 
aln°'ady compleLed but not organized, collated, or put into acceptable 
hlr111at, or simply rc>ady for publication. 

Th" application form is available from DAS and applications oust 
be rec..,i ved by January 15, 1981, by Denver Audubon Society, 2239 E. 
Colfax, lJenver, CU 80206. 
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FALL MIGRATION August 1 - November 30, 1979 

Chip Blake 
Temple University TEAM 

APO, NY 09090 

Fall 1980 

This report is in tabular fashion as opposed to the traditional 
"story" fashion. Tabular reports can be more effective in several ways: 
they allow all data received fran contributors to be printed, and thus 
permit active year to year, season to season, and region to region com
parisons. They are also much easier to write and say some, easier to 
read. There is sane debate as to which fashion of report is best, and 
there is also debate as to the actual value of seasonal reports altogeth
er. This decision should be made by the readers rather than the editors; 
therefore anyone with opinions as to which fashion is more desirable, and 
whether or not reports should be continued or abbreviated should submit 
them to the editors. 

Of the 175 persons who contributed to this report, over 150 of them 
were from the Boulder-Denver-Ft. Collins area. The entire west slope is 
represented by only 16 people and just 10 reports (27 from the east 
slope) . Th e only report from the southeastern corner of the state was 
that of a one-day trip made by Frank and Jan Justice in August. Here 
lies one of the major weaknesses in this system. It is difficult to ac
curately compare the two slopes with nearly 160 observers on one slope 
and 16 on the other. So keep in mind this fact when totals for each 
slope for a species are listed in the table. What is really needed to 
make this system work are season-long reports from people who reside in 
the western and southeastern parts of the state. And whenever possible, 
bird in unbirded areas! 

Briefly , here is an explanation of how the tabular format works: 

Arctic Loon 
11/9; 10 
11/17;18 

CF&I;Marston R 
Baseline R;NE Colo 

l;l 
l;l 

VAT;CB,MH 
PG, MH, TR; JR 

In those two lines four reports of the Arctic Loon are represented: one 
s ee n Nov. 9 at CF&I Lakes in Pueblo by Van Truan, one at Marston Reservoir 
in Denver on Nov. 10 seen by Chip Blake and Mark Holmgren, one was seen 
on Baseline Reservoir in Boulder on Nov. 17 by Peter Gent, Mark Holmgren 
and Terry Root, and one found in northeastern Colorado on the 18th of 
Nov. by Jack Reddall. Semicolons always separate reports. In the case 
of a species be ing observed at one locality on more than one date, but 
not more than three, commas are used: 

Horned Grebe 
10/7,21 BMR 5,2 KJC 

This would mean that Kevin Cook saw five grebes on Blue Mesa Reservoir on 
Oct. 7, and two at the same place on Oct. 21. One dash in the date 
column (10/-) means that no date was given. Two dashes signifies that 
either the species was present until that date (--10/1) or after that 
date (10/1--). Three dashes (---)means that the species was present 
throughout the fall. Especially significant facts, whether thev be 
species, date, location, or number are underlined. An * indicates that 
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the s pecies is one for which the Official Records Conunittee (ORC) desires 
docwuentation (see the CFO Checklist in Vol. 14, .No. 3) and that the re
port is either bei ng considered or has not been received by the ORC. 
Conunon species with no significant abnormalities in abundance or range 
have not been included in the table, but rather have been listed at the 
end of each section. 

'l'hanks to Mark Kasprzyk and the Bird Observer of Eastern Massachu
setts for helping apply this system to Colorado. 

'l'he especially mild autumn weather resulted in many species staying 
quite late into the fall, and some migratory species were up to two weeks 
late in appearing. Several observers commented on significantly above 
average raptor and warbler migrations. Few species were found to be low 
in numbers, while many were described as being the most abundant in mem
<Jry. Obs" rvers rq;urted 313 species and 14 additional races. All in 
all, it w~s a very good fall. 

The full s eason was highlighted by a first official state record of 
a11 Arctic: 'I'er n whi c h wao; at Union Reo;ervoir, Sept. 12-15. The reports. 
of a White-tailed Kite in Jefferson County on Nov. 12 and a Hutton's 
Vireo in Eagle in August are also possible first official state records 
pending decis ions by the ORC. Other rarities discovered included a Red
throa ted Loon, two Surf Scoters, a Sabine's Gull, a Parasitic Jaeger, 
a Spo tted Owl, Rivoli's and Blue -throated Hummingbirds, and five Black
d1roated Blue Warble rs. Several other species were found in impressively 
large nwnbcrs , inc luding Common Loon, Western Grebe, Merlin (23!), Sand
hill Crane, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Pinyon Jay, and Sage Thrasher. Species 
qu<Jlifying for the low category were White-faced Ibis, Rough-winged 
Sw<tlluw, llohemian Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike, Black-headed Grosbeak, 
and Cassin's Finch. White-necked Ravens were comple tely ignored once 
ayai11. 

'l'he we<:i ther w .. rn described by contributors as being very mild, with 
generally cooler temperatures and earlier snowfall on the west slope. 
This trend continued throughout the fall until the last week of November 
when the state, eo;pecially east slope, was ravaged by a record snowstorm. 

First latilong records were provided by the Horned Grebes at Blue 
Mesa Reservoir (Montrose), a Surf Scoter at the same .location, a Screech 
Owl ne<tr Granby, a White-winged Dove in Otero County, and a Summer Tana
ger and Conimon Gra ckle at Ridgw<ty near Ouray. 

Loons through Herons 

CoITUnon and At-ctic t.oons were well reported, especially in November. 
It aJ!pears that Acetic Loons are more regular in Col,orado than previously 
believed. Blue Mesa Reservoir reported its first Horned Grebes, with 
2-5 present there Oct. 7-21. Western Grebes were reported in spectacu
lar numbers. The White Pelican on Ldke Granby Oct. 6 was unusual for the 
area. The Double-crested Cormorant on Blue Mesa Reservoir Oct. 5 was the 
l .i 1s t f, ,, . · Lit.,.t l oc.i.l i LY and onJy the tl1ird for Gw111ison CoWlty. A very 
L.ll.<! L\•Lll" E<Jret WuS in Gr<.rnd Junc:Li un Nov. lY a11.J two ureat J::qrets 
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found south of Glenwood Springs on Oct. 24 were unexpected. Only one 
report of White-faced Ibises was received; Gunnison described them as 
conspicuous in their absence. 

Location 

Conunon Loon 
8/ 17-11/22;10/27-ll/15 E slope;W slope 
11 / 2-- Denver-Boulder 

Arctic Loon 
11 / 9; 10 
11/ 17;18 

Red-throated ~ 
11/24• 

Red-necked ~ 
9/29 • 

Horned Grebe 
9 /13--; 10/7. 21 

Western Grebe 
Aug;Sep;Oct; Nov 
8/ 7-11/24 ;10/7--

White Pelican 

CF,I;Marston R 
Baseline .R;NE Colo 

Chatfield 

Clear Creek 

E Blope(pk:l0/27) ;BMR 

Foothills 
E slope ; W slope 

8/22-10/14;9/23 Foothills;Barr L 
9/ 1 5 Ft Collins 
10 / 6; 29 3 Lakes area;Delta 
1112 cc~ --

Double-crested Cormorant 
8 /5- 11/2 4;10/5 E Blope(pk:9/9) ;BMR 

Northern Green Heron 
8/2 3;9/l Windsor L;Sawhill Ponds 
9/ 9,21 Chatfield 

Cattle Egre t 
10/l; 11 / 19 Union R;Grand Jct 

Great Egret 
8 /4; 17 Red Lion;Julesburg 
9/ 1;23 Julesburg;Boulder 
9/23-10/ 7 Union R 
10/2 4 ! of Glenwood ~ 

Snowy Eg ret 
9 /23;23-1 0/7 Barr L;Union R 
10/2 0 Chatfield 

American Bittern 
8/25-9/23;9/15 Foothills;Boulder 

Least Bittern 
--:::g / -1-5 -- Sawhill Ponds 
White-faced Ibis 

10/ 1-21 11 mile R(only rptl) 

68+;4 
53 

l;l 
l;l 

1 

l 

169;5,2 

Observers 

VO 
VO 

VAT;CB,MH 
PC,Mll,TR;JR 

no ob noted 

vo;KJC 

22;1541 ; 3822;12 FAC 
C 7000;1..,--- VO 

36;250 FAC;RAR 
66 FBC 
l;l DAJ;MJ 
1 MOS 

275(200+ Chat);l vo;KJC 

l;l MOS;BAS 
2,1 FUJ 

2;1 I'ES;DG 

4;1 RCR 
2;2 RCR;LH 
1 FAC 
~ VO 

5;1 RAR;FAC 
1 F&JJ 

l;l FAC;BAS 

~ VO 

c 40 MOS 

also reported: Eared Grebe,Pied-billed Grebe,Great Blue Heron, Black
crowned Night Heron. 

Waterfowl 

Whistling Swans were found in fairly good nwnbers. Several obser
vers noted lower than usual nwnbers of common duck species. For these 
traditionally common species, only the peak date(s) of migration are 
shown in the table. Foothills Audubon Club reported 111 Redheads, down 
from 550 of a year ago. Wood Ducks continue to increase, further illus
trating the range expansion that this species is undergoing. Both 
Goldeneyes were found earlier than usual . The surf Scoter on Blue Mesa 
Reservoir Oct. 21 was a first for Blue Mesa, Gunnison County, and the 
Montrose Latilong. 
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Locat ion 

Boulder;Chatfield 
Douglas Co;Durango 
BM R 

Whistliny Sw an 
ll /9 ;10 
11/10; 11-19 
11 / 18,22 
11/ 18; 24 

Snow Goose (white 
B/2 1;11/ -
11/11;21 

Arapahoe Co;Chatfield 
form ) 

White-fronted Goose 

Silt;Grand Jct 
CCRA; Chatfield 

11/24 CCAA 

Canada Goose 11/23-28 Blue-winged Teal 
American Wigeon 
Northern Shoveler 
Redhead 
Canvasback 
11 /3 -12 

Mallard 10/2 1-11/3 
Gadwall 11 /3 -10 
Nor~lwrn Pintail 11/ 3 
Gr e en-winged Teal none 

Lesst::r Scau p 
Buffl e head 
Ruddy Duck 

11 / 8 
10/21-11/ 10 

Cinnamon 'l'eal 
8 / 25;26-10/4 
~/15;- -11/ 10 

Wood Duel< 
8 / 17;18 
9/ 1 5 
10/20 -11/10;10 / 23 
10/3 0-31 

hiu~~ -ncch td I1ucY. 
9/1 7-l0/2f 
1 0/~G-ll/l~ i 10/JO-Jl 

Grr. ;=i_ t. _f·:_ ~<:: ~~~ 
J 0/24 

Comm on Goldeneye 
11 / J ;ll 
1 1/24 --

Barr ow ' s Goldeneye 
11 /2,8;8 

Surf ~c oter 
1 0/2!i1f/e 
Hood e d Mergans e r 

11 / 10 ; 2 j 
11 / lOi! l 

Common Merganser 

Cha tfield ; Foothills 
Ft Collins ;Ridgway 

Jul esbu rg;Denver 
Ft Co llins;Broomfield 
Chatf ie l d; Loveland 
!3id<;way 

Boulder 
Chatfield1 k idgway 

Sawhill Ponds 

arr Chatfie l d1 arr L Estes 
common tt.roughout state 

J Lake s area 1L Estes 

_!!MR1Windsor L 

llaseli ne R 
Chatfield1CCRA 

NwnLer 

4;2 
2; 6 
S,2 (prob) 
2;6 

1;7 
la,li ;l 

1 

9/ 9-15 
9/ 29-10/21 
none 
11 / 1-17 
November 

1 ; 17 
76;15 

l ; l 
l; 2 
10+;2 
-1-

1,71arr 

Fall 1980 

Observer 

BAS;F&JJ 
JR ; EF 
KJC 
DFO;F&JJ 

RP ; MF 
JR;Fi<JJ 

JR 

F&JJ;FAC 
FBC;JRG 

RCR ;LKM 
FBC;BAS 
F&JJ;RH 
JRG 

BAS 
F&JJ1JRG 

CB 

F&JJ1WKR 
VO 

DAJ1WKR 

KJC1MflS 

BJ1MM 
F&JJ1DFO 

11/8;18 
11/18;23 

l\ed-breasted Merganser 
11 /81 9 

W slope pk1E slope pk1some residents throughout 
NE Colo1Baseline R 102511200 JR1MM 

arr W slope(Delta)1arr E slope(Pueblo) 

Vultures through Rails 

Gunnison reports the best season for raptors in memory. In late 
October, 6-7 Red-tails could be seen in a day, and 3-4 a day before and 
afte r that period. The Three Lakes area also reported an above average 
year for hawks, with Goshawks being well observed. A Rough-legged Hawk 
on a Southwest Hawk Watch road count Sept. 12 was extremely early. Bald 
Eagles were early at both the Three Lakes area and Blue Mesa; Cook re
ports those at Blue Mesa Oct. 17 as being the earliest on record there. 
Ospreys were increasingly noticed on both slopes. Falcon species had 
excellent seasons; except Pere grines. The Sage Grouse found south of 
Granby were the first for that area. Whooping Crane sightings included 
a rare east slope sighting at Meade. A Gray's Lake bird was killed by 
a Golden Eagle as it rose out of a pond near Rangley with its Sandhill 
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foster parents. This incident was observed by a pair of hunters who re
trieved the bird and delivered it to authorities. 

Turkey Vulture 
9/261mid-Oct 
9/13-22 

Mississippi Kite 
8/11 

White-tailed Kite 
11/12* --

Goshawk 
thr Sep18/12 
8/ 14-10/2218/15 
9/7115 
9/ 15124 
9/18-19127 
10/15 
11/20125 

Location 

dep E slope1dep W slope 
Boulder 

Lamar 

Soda L,Morriaon,Jeff Co 

2..Q 

35,20n 

la 

Sugarloaf Rd( Bldr)1Evergreen )11 
) Lakes area1RMNP 4+1.l 
Boulder 111 
Ft Collins1Boulder 111 
BoulderaRMNP l 11 
Lory St Park 1 
Grand Jct 1Axial 111 

( "Harlan's") Hawk Red-tailed 
10/22 
late-Oct 111/4 
11 / 11 

Swainson 's Hawk 
- - 10/ 20 
- -10/ 21 

Rough-legged Hawk 
~110/13-

Bald Eagle 
8/7-- 110/ 17--

11/1--111/9 
11/9--111/ 10--
11 / 17 - -111/23-28 
no date 

Osprey 
- -lQL.£2. 18/17 
8/Jfl9/5 
9/151 10/20 
9/ 15119-10/ 5 
9/22 126 
9/29-lQL~ .2 

Pe regrine Fal con 
9/22 110/27 

Merlin 
!W..g,u 127,9/3 
97'5=8116 
9/ 17110/3 
10/ 7113 
10/ 13128 
11/-14 
11/ );4 
11/10115 
11/18126 

Blue Grouse 
8/91 9/1-4 
9/219/ 9 

White-tailed 

Chukar 

Sage Grouse 
---18/2h 
9/8-919/

Bobwhite 

Ptarmigan 

8/ll 111/29-
Scaled Quail 

8/11 

Durango1CU 
MV/ANWR1Boulder 
BoulderaUnion R 

E slope(few after 9/15) 
) Laite• area(only W rpt) 

111 
211 
I11 

41 
5-7/day 

n of Fountain1common t.o. state 

3 lakes area1BMR 
Grand Jct1CP&I 
Boulder R1Ft Collins 
Glenwood/Silt1Axial 
Durango 

) Lakes area1Sawhill Ponds 
CF&I1Grand Jct 
Chatfield 
Boulder1RMNP(Parvin L) 
CCRA1Durango 
Pueblo R 

Boulder1Chatfield 

3 Lakes area1Boulder 
Ridgway1Union R 
Loveland1Ft Morgan 
Boulder1Colo Spr 
Boulder1Ft Creek 
Grand Jct1Longmont 
Ft Collins1Barr L 
Delta1Boulder R 
NE Colo1Ft Collins 

West Creeks) Lakes area 
Alma1Eagle 

Trail Ridge Rd(RllNP) 

Evergreen 

Axial1n of Wolcott 
n of Craig1I of Granby 

Lamar1Ft Collins 

Lamar 

95 

6+1)-4 
111 
2110 
313 
1 

7+11 
111 
111 
11 l 
111 
) 

111 

1 , 111,1 
111 
111 
111 
111 
211 
l 1.l 
111 
111 

la,Jiip-20 
1a,4i1 

6 

1 

1614 
37112-15 

)11 

26 

Observer! 

FH 

F&JJ 

R&NG 

fide MM1WWB 
DAJ1BAS 
EM1FH 
FBC1SK 
IB1JC 
TB 
Ill' 1JW 

EF1MM 
MBS1 aAS 
llM1i>AS 

VO 
DAJ 

vo1vo 

DAJ1KJC 
RL1VAT 
vo1vo 
RP1JW 
EF 

DAJ1FH 
VAT1MF 
F&JJ 
CB1WKR 
LKM1EF 
VAT 

FH1F&JJ 

DAJ1T&RVZ 
JRG1S&WWB 
VB1JCR 
CF01ll&LB 
BBC1PA 
MF1JA 
vo1DPO 
MJ1CB 
JR1vo 

RW1DAJ 
CC1JM 

PAJ 

WWB,vo 

JW1JM . 
LKlll1DAJ 

F&JJ1R&AR 

F&JJ 
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Gaml,el 's (..(uail 
9/J,11/J 

Turkey 
9/15111/JO 

Whoo,Ping Crane 
9/15110/11 
10/1)114 

Sandhill Crane 
10/2,5;10/J 

C.F,O, JOURNAL 

Locatio-n 

Delta 

West Creek1Durango 

Meade1Alamosa 
Rangley1San Luis Valley 

Alamo.sa 1 Ft Morgan 

Fall 1980 

~ Observers 

1, 10 MJ 

21sm flock RW1EF 

111 NS1WWB 
l 111-14 UPI1MBS 

1400,lBO:J-5000 WWB1JCR 

also reported1 Sharp-shinned Hawk,C.ooper's Hawk,Red-tailed Hawk(incl. 
Krider's & We~tern f?rms),Ferruginous Hawk,Golden Eagle, 
Northern Harr1er,Pra1rie Falcon,American Kestrel, Ring
necked Pheasant,Virginia Rail,Sora, American Coot. 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns 

Only one Greater Yellowlegs and no Lesser Yellowlegs were reported 
from the west slupe. Baird's and Least Sandpipers were mentioned in 
most reports and found in apparently average numbers. The Herring Gull 
at Blue Mesa (Aug. 12) was only the second record there. A Parasitic 
.Jaeger was at Pueblo Reservoir in late October. On Oct. 29 observers 
watched it catch, drown and eat a Ring-billed Gull. The Arctic Tern 
at Union Sept. 12-15 wasassociatiny with Common, Forster's and Black 
'l'erns, which mude for excellent comparisons . 

. ~t · L _i_ t~:.._~ 
Y<;.1'.\o 

Semipalmated Plover 
8/11;l';).9/22 

Snowy Plover 
B/11 

Mountain Plover 
9/30 

Black-bel 1 ied Plover 
8/11 ;11/) 

Ruddy 1'urnstone 
10/24 

Long-billed Curlew 
8/1119/5 
9/)0111./ JO 

Upland Sandpiper 
8/10111 

Solitary Saudpiper 
B/8-9/1712)-9/15 
9/J 115 

Willet 
9/23130 

Hed Knot 
9/1 

rectoral Sandpiper 
9/22 
10/lJ 
11/J 

White-rumped Sandpiper 
8/19 

Dunlin 
H/lfl 

Stilt Sandpiper 
8lllt9/10 

Semipalmaied Sandpiper 
8/11 

Lamar;CCHA 

Lamar 

Loveland 

Lamar;NE Colo 

s of Glenwood Spr 

Lamar;Grand Jct 
Loveland1Chatfield 

Ft Morgan1Lamar 

Foothills1Chatfield 
Ridgway1Ft Collins 

Boulder1Foothills 

Julesburg 

CCkA 
Chatfield;~arr L 
NE Colo1Chatfield 

CCRA 

N!:: Colo 

Lamar1lloulder 

Lamar 

96 

4 

1 
)1) 
)15 

2016 

50 

Observers 

F&JJ1LKM 

F&JJ 

FAC 

F&JJ1JR 

RP 

F&JJ1KG,BT 
FAC1DFO 

JCR1F&JJ 

FAC1F&JJ 
JRG1FBC 

BBC1FAC 

RCR 

LKM 
KJC1HEK 
JR1F&JJ 

LKlol 

JR 

F&JJ1MM 

F&JJ 
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Species 
Date Location ~ .Qbaervera 

Western Sandpiper 
8/11119 Lamar1CCRA 9512 P'&J JI LKJll 
9/15110/1) P't Collins1 Barr L 616 FBC1HEK Marbled Godwit 
8/5,17,9/1 Julesburg R 1,a,5 RCR 

Sanderlin' 
9/22110 lJ CCRA1Barr L 11) LKM1HEK Northern Phalarope 
8/11 Lamar 6 Fa:JJ 
9/1122 .Juleaburg1CCR4 511 RCR1LKJll 

Parasitic Jaeger -1012v Pu.eblo R l Elll,vo 
Franklin• s Gull 

8/l119/15(pka) Lamar1Ft Colline 12261105) P'a:J JI P'BC 10/20,28 Union R 1700 BAS Bonaparte's Gull 
11/3-11/24114 E alope1Delta 105111 vo(5) 1MJ 11/15 Union R iQ CB Sabine's Gull 

9710-20• CCRA 1 TD,LKJl,vo 
Common Tern 

9/11-10/6 Union R J VO 
~blll -15 Union R ! VO Least Tern 

8/11 Lamar 7 F&JJ 

also reported• Killdeer,Common Snip~,Spotted Sanpiper,Greater Yellowlegs, 
L~sser Yel~owlegs,Baird's Sandpiper,Least Sandpiper, Long
billed Dowitcher,American Avocet,Wilson's Phalarope, 
Herring Gull,California Gull,Rinc-billed Gull Forater'a 
Tern,Black Tern. ' 

Doves through Woodpeckers 

A White-winged Dove found near Timpas, Otero County on Sept. 17 
provided southeastern Colorado with its first record of that species. 
A road killed Screech Owl gave the Granby Latilong its first record. 
Cook noted that Long-eared and Great Horned Owls were very common and 
highly visible in the Gunnison area this fall. The only report of the 
Short-eared Owl was of one being mobbed by Blue Jays in Holmgren's 
yard in Boulder Nov. 21. 

~_sies 
Date i;,ocation ~ Qbservers 

White-winged Dove 
9/17 Timpas,Otero Co 1 GE 

Yell ow-billed Cuckoo 
--8/2015-JO Boulder1Foothills 1015 BAS1FAC 
8/1119/15 Lamar1Ft Collins J1l F&JJ1FBC 
9/2511.Qfl:z Colo Spr1Ft Creek l 11 CC1PA 

Barn Owl 
8/1119/lJ Lamar1Marahdale 111 Fa:JJ1ECT 

Screech Owl 
8/20-9/15 Longmont 1 VO 
9/4110/17 Ft Morgan1J Lakes ~ 111 JCR1DAJ 

Flammulated Owl 
8/24 Durango 1 EF 

Pygmy Owl 
. 11/- Grand Jct(Plauteau Cr) 1 RL 
Long-eared Owl 

9/8-9122 n of Craig1Terry L 1211 . LKM1CB 
11/11 CCRA l DFO 
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~L"'.·.~ .. ·.~ 
Ucil (! 

Short - eared Owl 
11 /21 

~tted Owl 
il/2J ,29* 

Poor-will 
10/ 7-16 

bl~ "'- S··ii ft 

C.F.O. JOUl{NAL 

Location 

Boulder 

Ridgway 

Pueblo West 

- -e/i 2"i18 -
black-c hinned 

Ridg~ay 1Mt Evans 
Hurnn1lr.1gDird 

--9 / 14 Hidgway 

Ridgway 
Loveland1Durango 

Cai ! iol'e Hummingbird 
8/2-9/10 
8/9- 2 ) ; 16- 19 

Rivoli ' s Humming_t;ird -971.-·-- ---- - -- l<t<!rSi_l_Q!!l e 
:Jl u <> -th r oat t• d Hummingo i r d 
-8/22- 25 · ·- - -DU r ango 
Common ( " Ye llow-shafted")Flicker 

10/ 7-1 7 bidgw~y 
Cornman ( "Y "1 low- shafted "x "Hect-shafted") Flicke r 

8/16-9/15;1 1/ 23 boulder 
Willi&mson' s Sapsucker 

- · B/Jl; 1 (, -:;/2 
8/ 26 - 9/9:9/18 

West Creek; b oul d er 
J Lake• area1Boulder 

Nurtht:1·1. Ttirt-e-to e ,! 
- - - ;8/15 

Woodj;e-Uc~r 

l:l/16 ; 17 
9 / 9-- 11 / 10 ;9/1 .', 
10/7 

Baul de rirt.t t:vans 
s St V1·ain ; Mt Evans 
) Lakes a1·ea ; Ft Collins 
Came ron Fass 

Numbe r 

1 

);16 - 20 

9 

2 
1 11 

~ 

112 

2 14 
211 

1 -t-; l 
1 ; 1 
2 il 
1 

Fall 1980 

Obse r ver 

l4H 

JRG 

VAT 

JRG1DBK,vo 

JRG 

J f..G 
FAC1EF 

EC T 

EF 

JRG 

BAS1MM,MH 

RW1BAS 
DAJ1IB 

CB ;VS 
BAS;DBK,vo 
DAJ ;FBC 
TB 

also repor t td 1 Ba ri ,J -ta il ed Pigeon . Rock Dove, Mourn ing Dove,Burrowing Owl , 
G1 ·ea t Horned Owl , Common Nigh tha.wk,\'lhite-throat ed Swi ft, 
C1;i mn ey Swift, Droad-tai led Hummingti rd, R.ufous Hummingbird, 
!-. · I t e d U ngfi she r, Comm on( "Red- shafted " ) flicker, Red - headed 
wc,.)Jpec ker, Lewis• Woodpecker , Yel low-bel lied Sapsucker, 
Hu lI'Y Woodpecke r, Downy Woodpecker. 

Flycatche r s throuyh Shrikes 

Th e Ash-throated Flycatche r at Blue Mesa Reservoir was the second 
record for Gunn i son County. No Rough-winged Swallows were reported from 
the east slope . An extreme ly rare Ste ller's x Blue Jay hybrid appeared 
in the Granby area Aug. 18 . Pinyan Jays invaded the east slope. No 
\'lh i t e -ne c ked Ravens we re reported. Only one report of Bohemian Waxwing : 
obvi ous] y not an i 11vas ion year for them. Gwmison had no shrikes of 
either speci'-'s ; "'" apparently unus ual occurrence. 

~1 t·Cl. t S 

y_~ ~ ~--

Ca~sin 1 s Kingbird 
B/18 CU 

Great Crested Flycatcher-
8/l 7 Julesburg 

Ash-throa t ed Flycatcher 
--8/16; 8/5 Ridgway1BMR 
8/2 0- 28 110/4 CU1Lyons-

l:.a s t crn l-hoece 
8/ 1819/14-15 
10/20 

Evergreen1CU 
Chaiofield 
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T&RVZ 

2 RCR 

211 JRG1KJC 
1-211 )!M, FH 1CW 

11 l ECT1vo 
1 P•JJ 
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Willow Flycatcher 
8/1-6 
8/2819/ 7 

Least Flycatcher 
9/9 

Hammond 's Flycatcher 
8/16-24 
9/15118 

Location 

Longmont 
Boulder 

Ft Morgan 

Boulder 

C.F.0. JOURNAL 

Ft Collins1CU 

Boulder 
Ridgway1Lyons 

Dusky Flycatcher 
8/--9/ -
8/15-9/ 1319/14 

Gray Flycatcher 
9/2J * Boulder 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 
--9/2 18/11 Ridgway1Lamar 
8/23 19/ 2 Windsor L;Longmont 
9/1 5 116 Ft Collins1CU 

f'urple Martin 
8/16117 

Steller's x Blue ;!.2]l 
-ii7flf.:.:- - -
Pinyon Jay 

---19/1- -
9/9--19/ 15 
9/22 129 
10/ 71 26-11/16 
late-Nov 

Plain Titmouse 
9/4 

Bushtit 
8/8;0ct 

bewick's Wren 

DeBeque1Axial 

Granby area 

Ridgway1Colo Spr 
Boulder1Jefferson 
Meeker;Dakota Ridge 
Dakota Ridge;Big Thompson 
West Creek 

Ridgway 

Ridgway1Silt 

Lamar1Delta 
Ridgway1Delta 

8/ 11 ;10/6 
10/ 12111/3 -11 

Northern Mockin7b~rd 
8/11110/ 20-11 1 Lamar1Chatfield 
11/17-22117 Berthoud1Durllll1iO 

Gray Catbird 
--9/ 1819/ 6-25 
9/9115 

Brown Thrasher 
8/1119/ 15 
9/21-11/2219/25 
10/22 

Curve-billed Thrasher 
8/5 

Sage Thrasher 
8/25-9/25 19/8-10/5 
11.flj 

Swainson's Thrush 
8/18-9/16;8/27 
9/15 

Veerx 
8/22 

Eastern Bluebird 
10/27111/J 
ll/lJ-14 

Western Bluebird 
8/26-2718/21,9/12 
10/24 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
--10/6 18/24 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 
10/17 111/2 
11/10 

Water Pipit 
8/ J0-10/2419/11 
9/21 131-10/27 
10/ 12130 
11/ 3110 
11/11 

Ridgway1Lyons 
Chatfield1Ft Collins 

Lamar1Ft Collins 
Boulder1Colo Spr 
cu 

s of Fountain(Hanover Rd) 

E slope 1W slope 
Jefferson Co 

Foothills;Ridgway 
Ft Collins 

Lyons 

Hanna Ranch1NE Colo 
Morrison 

West Creek 
Ridgway 

Ridgway;Gunnison 

Grand Jct1Ft Morgan 
Castlewood Canyon SP 

3 Lakes area1Ridgway 
Guanella Pass;Foothills 
.lxial1Ft Morgan 
NE Colo1Chatfield 
CCRA 

99 

1 
111 

8 
211 

J0125 
40-4511 
151JO+ 
11100 
3-4 

1 

2130-50 

112 
116 

212 
111 

61J 
1011 

211 
2 

1 

611 
J 

418-10 
15 

1012 

1011 
1 

lJ1l 
101120 
12;2 
218 
1 

Fall 1980 

Qbservers 

FAG 
BAS 

JCR 

BAS 
FilC1MM 

BAS 
JRG1CW 

FH 

JRG1F&JJ 
MOS1IB 
FBC1BK 

RL1JW 

DAJ 

JRG1J&RW 
BBC1CH,KH 
JW1KM,CB 
MM1BW,WKR 
RW 

JRG 

JRG;RP 

F&JJ1MJ 
JRG1MJ 

F&JJ 
CCll'JEF 

JRG1CW 
P•JJ1FBC 

F&JJ1FBC 
BBC 1CC 
MM 

EW,vo 

VO 

RO 

FAC1JRG 
FBC 

cw 
PA1JR 
BP 

RW 
JRG 

JRG1KJC 

RL1JCR 
JR 

DAJ1JRG 
LKM1FAC 
JW1JCR 
JR1vo 
DFO 
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~ · ... lt ::. 

~~:~:: Location Numb~r Observers 

.Boht:niian Wax· .... ir1L~ 
11 / d Axial 20 JW Nortliern ~lir ike 
10/15 --111 /7- - E slope 1W slope 171J VO Loggerhead Shrike 
--9/111 8/11 Ridgway;Lama r J1l JRG1F&JJ 8/2',-9/ 11 9/24-27 Chatfield1Hanna kanch 1211-2 F&JJ1CH,KH 9/151ll/.'., Ft Collins1 Delt.a 111 FBC1l4J 

also reported1 L"etern KingLird,Western Kingt.i rd,Say's Phoebe,11/estern Fly
c atc h.,r,western Wood Pewee,Ho2ned Larh,Violet-green 
Swa!low,Tre" Swallow,ba nk Swallow, J.: ough-winged Swallow, 
!'ar11 Swal low, Cl iff Swallow , Gray Jay,£,lue Jay,Steller's Jay, 
Scru ll Jay, Black-billed Magpie , Common havu, , Common Crow, 
Clark's Nutcracker, hl ack-capped Chickadee,r.Jountain Chi c k 
a ct~e ,White-brbsst ed Nuthatch, Rect - b reasted Nuthatch, Fy~oy 
Nl, Ltiatc h, :~rowr1 Cre tpcr , Dipper, House i\lren 1 Long- billed f\~arsh 
W11. r1 , Canyon Wrt'!n, huc k Wrcn,American kobin,Hermit Thrush, 
~ ;; _:, ;r,ta.!n .. luetird,1'ownsend 's So l i t<. _;_rt.: , ! u :.. ,,-crowned Kinglet, 
Cedar Wax -.·.: ing. 

Vireos and Warblers 

A Hut ton 's Vireo was reported from Eagle in August, but no details 
were available a t the time of writing. Most observers described the 
wurble r mi q1ation J.s b<! ing unus ually heavy, al.though species dive rsity 
w.,,; not great . •1 ·1" : Prothonotdry Warbler (::iq>t. 5) at Eleven Mile Reser 
v .. ir Wd S Ll1e firsL mounta in record. The mo s t unusual warbler occurrence 
" "' lli.c "invo ;; i o 11" uy Black-throa ted Blut!s. No Ovenbirds, Chestnut
s 1.Jed, l'.JJrn lJl. G1 l_1Cl! 1 S were r e 1n.)rted. 

~. l··~ ~~~ 
_uat~ 

Ht... t tor: ' f; ~~E.~Q 
---8/~ · -· 
Solitary Vireo 

8/11-9/29 
- ·9/9 19/22 

h c....i -v· :· d Yi1·eo 

l:.agle 

E slop"(pk19/15-25) 
ki dLrway; Axial 

--B>.·2 ; 5 Bould1er; Chatfield 
l '.' ::t, ; -~o Pt Morgan:CU 
y/ 14 ;l ) Lyons;Ft Collins 
1

1 i:-?~ Fran.kt own 
bJ .1• 1<. -a!1d -v.! : l t.c ~~:..... ; · :._ ler 

l 1 /1 ; - 1 j : td/~:! -:· ~; Foothill s rC U 
tr · .• t ~ i- 1 1 1~l.~1 r.J· ~hir:_ l_ cr 

'·' ·.'' . 
~(•: T: · l..: t i r. t..: !Jar:~ ·-1.~r 

b . ·; . 
Tc:: i 11,~ u~·· t : t · ~ - ~~ rtiler 

h/17-9'- ·· 
4 / 1 3- 11 / ·•1!0/21 

Na c;hvil j, : •farbler 
8/2719/ tl 
9/9-10/ ! ;10/ 19-11LL.l 

No«thern l\ .i-ula 
9/9;10/ 1::! 

Magr1o l iu INa r! . l e r 
9/2 5 -27 1 l O/ti 

Lyons 

hid1:way 
Foothills;CU 

Ridgway1Durango 
Foothills1CU 

Chatfield1 CU 

CU 1Puel>J a 

100 

18 
2;2 

1 ; 1 
1; l 
1; 1 
1 

2; 1-2 

1 
J;l 

Observers 

JM 

VO 
J RG1JW 

B ~C 1 F&JJ 
JC R1MJ.: 
CW1FBC 
MOS 

FAC1MM,BS 

HL 

cw 
J r: G 
FAC1MH 

JRG1EF 
FAC1Mi!. 

MM1VAT 
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Black-throated Slue Warbler 
9/15-17;9/26 CU1Lyons 
11.L~-2111.LJ Green Mt1NE Colo 
1l,Ll2 Buena Vista 

Yel 1 ow-rumped ("Myrtle" )Warbler 
10/1-28;10/12 Foothills1Denver 
10/19127 CU 1Chatfield 

Black-throated Gray Warbler 
--9/19 Ridgway 

Townsend's Warbler 
8/11;24 
8/28;9/5 
9/1)-10/919/15 
9/26-10/J 

olackburnian Warbler 
-97i61f27-1Q .---
na,y_-breasted Warbler - 9725- - ---
~lackpoll Warbler 

9/18;UiJ§ 
Northern Waterthrush 

9/5; 18 
Yellow-breasted Chat 

8/5-9/118/22-9/14 
9/J-5 

American Redstart 
9/3;5,10/22 
9/9I1) 

RMNP;Gunnison 
J Lakes area1Estes Park 
Foothills1Franktown 
Ridgway 

Bear Creek1Marshdale 

CSU 

Aurora1CU 

CU1Lyons 

Chatfield;Lyons 
Ridgway 

Foothills;CU 
Chatfield1Denver 

fall 1980 

Number _Qbserver~ 

l 11 vo1JA 
111 ME1JR 
1 O&HM 

711 FAC 1MOS 
11) M!ll1F&JJ 

2 JRG 

l 11 LKM1MJ 
212 DAJ1WKR 
511 FAC1MOS 
2 JRG 

l 11 BP1ECT 

1 C&BB 

11 l MOS1MM 

111 MM1CW 

)16 F&JJ;CW 
1 JRG 

511,1 FAC1MM 
111 F&JJ1HEK 

also reported1 Starling,Warbling Vireo,Orange-crowned Warbler,Virginia's 
Warb~er, Yellow Warbler, Yellow-rumped( "Audubon• s" )Warbler, 
MacGillivray'• Warbler,C0111111on Yellowthroat,Wilson'a 
Warbler. 

Meadowlarks through Buntings 

A SUJTUner Tanager at Ridgway Nov. 7 provided a first latilong record 
for that block, as did a Co!llllon Grackle at the same locality Nov. 27. 
Almost every report noted an absence of Cassin's Finches; this certainly 
warrants close observation. Siskins too were reported in low numbers, 
but much less critically. A two hour flight of 50 Pine Grosbeaks at the 
Hack Ranch near Jefferson Oct. 14 must have been spectacular. Two 
albino Evening Grosbeaks were present off and on at a Boulder feeder in 
August and September. Rosy Finches arrived with the snow in Gunnison 
Oct. 29, and were easy to find at the Bluebird Motel, Grand County . 

~ec}.~_§ 
Dag 

Eastern Meadowlark 
8/4-5 

Rusty Blackbird 
11/12 

Summer Tanager 
8/15;11.Lz• 

Cardinal 
11/18 

host- , ,n,as ted Grosbeak 

Location 

Red Lion 

nr Youngfield 

Boulder Cr1Ridgway 

NE Colo 

9/2b Pueblo 
f'.OS.::-1,1·,_,iJ.::;t.ed x black-headed Grosbeak 
- 19/27 - - -- -- Durango___ - -
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1 

1 

111 

Observers 

RCR 

PE 

RVZ1JRG 

JR 

VAT 

GC 
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: ~.L-" i ' ~ 
l_•.:l_<c 

P/ ] 1 i .:' ~ 
e.;;.:E- -~/:: . i 9/1 
'.1/ 1 J 

lnJip.;o i ur,tinc 
fl/21 ' )>J 

9/27 

C:.l-'.O. JOURNAL 

Lan1:i ;.- ; ~,onrrnont 
Lyon:.;;Chatfield 
Axial ; Ft Collins 

Foo1.hi .l ls 1 Lyons 
hidt:way 

L:J_ fl- · 1 ~· ! ir.•:i 
8 / 2:i -2··, -;lJ/l'J-:·4 Durango;t't Collins 

rin·~ c,·c:-- · 
---1 E/2o ) lakes area;Glenwood 
9 / 2 : 9/1 1-11/20 Alma:roothills 
1 0_/[ !, ; ~ 1 <: 2 Jefferson1Ft Collins 

GraJ -c r owi.· .J J- osy Finch 
10/16 ,1 1/~B:ll/- ) Lakes area : Eldora 
11 / 1 0 12 3 Castlewood Canyon SP 1Axial 

t~-ro..,.:r1- c?.r J·(!d !·.osy Finch 
9 /'JO i l :..: ,. · J 1 f-.i.~ Nr 
1 0,l1t.,ll /~t:: ilO/!.~J-- J Lakes areaiGunn ison 
11/ - El dora 

L! ouJ cier; 3 Lah e s area 
Foothills:D~nver 

Fal 1 198 0 

Number Observers 

);4 F&JJ;VD 
3:2 CW:F&JJ 
1 1 l JW1FLC 

411 FAC;CW 
1 JRG 

l 1 l GC1R&AR 

1 2;"some" DAJ;JM 
5:9 CC1FAC 
2.Q114 CH,KH1vo 

I o , 6 : fl ock s DAJ1BBC 
3: 100 JR1JW 

l ' .0 :160 + CS1CB 
64,100+;10-20 DAJ1KJC 
"occasional one" BBC 

vo:DAJ 
FAC1Hl::K 

--- it/l~·- 2:~ 

8/23-\1/27 :11/19 
L~.t rt i.~unti !i t; 

b/10:10:'.;1/l' LovelanJ :) Lakes area:Chatficld RH1DAJ1F&JJ 

also rq,ort~d: l! ou:.;v Sparrow , Western Meadowlark, Yel low-headed Blackbird, 
keJ- win~ed 1. lackb ird,Northern( " ~ull ock's ") Oriole , Brewer 's 
:• l a c r. Li rd, Comtnon Grae kl e, Brown-headed Cowbird, Western 
'l d :1 ~1 ( t:r , .!..'-.Lie!·; - headed Grosbeal.-.., Lazuli Bunting , Evening 
t: ro .>ueak , Cassin' s Finch, Hout>e Finch, Pine Siskin ,American 
,;;, l <if i nch, Lesser Goldfinch, Green-tailed Towhee, Ruf ous
:::::id (!d 'rowht;t.:. 

Spa rLoWs through Snow llunting 

Ri '! l i lk:;c1 i l.ed a u invasion of Vesper Sparrows beginning Aug. 2 3 
.J lld ldst iw1 Lit' l<' .. st two months--the most he has seen s i nce he began 
, -"':urd i11<1 i 11 l 'Jh .'. Of U 70 reportc•d Da rk-cyed Juncos, 60'l. were of un
i dt~nti f i Qc] LdCe, ~'.> % Ore (1on , .3% Slate-colored, c..tnd 3% White-winged. 
l\qain the: n,_,ed frn: o b s e rve rs to ident ify this species to r a ce must be 
:.i 11 -:.; s<'d . \-Jill i,11ns' bandinq project at Lykins Gulch shows quite a dif-

1. ' ""'.' ' i IL the i" '"k of mi<JCation for the Oriantlia and Gambelli races 
,,f tlll: \-J l1Lte - crc».v11ed Sparrow , as s hown by this s imple table : 

- ~/1 2- 19 9/20-27 9/28-10/4 10/5 - 1 2 10/13--

u1 ·iJ.11t.h.::.i. 

L-iml>cl li 
5 

1 
2 

20 
0 

32 
1 
9 

0 
5 

rt w<>11 i.J I"' h i ~1l"'1y inte r«,stinq to see if observers could r eaffirm this 
l1y ick1Jt 11yinq 1·1,«se sulJs}lvcic~s . These races are told apar t by the 
p0s iLi ,; 11 u f the Ll-.! c k s tril,'-' above the eye , as s hown: 
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Oriantha race 
(Mountain White-crown) 

C.F.O. JOURNAL 

Gambelli race 
(Gambel's White-crown) 

Fall 1980 

The black stripe on the Oriantha race starts from and fills the space 
in front of the eye, giving it a frowning appearance, while on the Gam
belli it starts from the top of the upper mandible, giving it a less 
unhappy look. All Fox Sparrows identified to subspecies ware of the 
rusty form. 

Savannah Sparrow 
8/ 25-9/9:--9/15 

Baird's Sparrow 
8/ 25 

Cassin's Sparrow 
8/5 

Sage Sparrow 
10/4 

· · 1o/4 -6;11/ 4-11 
Tree Sparrow 

8/26* 
Clay-colored S,Parrow 

8/ 21-10/ 219/ )-11/9 
9/15 

: rewer 's Sparrow 
8/ 17-9/ 2819/ 9-25 
9/1 5 

Location 

Chatfield1Jefferson 

Chatfield 

s of Fountain 

Grand Jct 
Delta 

Waterton 

E slope1Ridgway 
Ft Collins 

Hidgway1Axial 
Foothills1Ft Collins 

8)11 
64 

5118 
21) 

Harri s' Sparrow 
10/ 1)114 
11/1--

Ft Morgan1Boulder 111 
all state1mostly single ind 15+ 

Whi te-throated Sparrow 
9/5 ;29 Lyons;Ft Morgan 
10/10-11/16110/12-11/11 CU1Boulder 
10/ 2)-11 / 9;11/5-10 Ridgway1Ft Collins 
11/ J,18;11/15 NE Colo1Colo Spr 

Zonatrichia, sp 
- 9720-- cu 

Ridgway1Foothills 
Fox Sparrow 

8/21-2);10/J-11/1 
10/ 12111/7 

Chestnut-collared 
Ft Morgan1Sawhill Ponds 

Longspur 
8/8 

McCown's Longspur 
8/ 8;9/22 
11/24;)0 

Lapland Longspur 
10/11 

Snow /lunting 
11 9 

Pawnee Nat Grassland 

Pawnee1Ft Morgan 
Two Buttes R1Pueblo West 

Pueblo West 

e of Granby 

2 

215 
75-100+11 

2 

Observer 

FJ . 

EW,vo 

RL 
MJ 

F&JJ 

vo1JRG 
FBC 

JRG1JW 
FAC1FBC 

JCR1BBC 
VO 

CW1JCR 
MM1BBC 
JRG1R&AR 
JR1J&RW 

MM 

JRG1FAC 
JCR1CB 

FAC 

FAC1JCR 
VAT 

VAT 

DAJ 

also reported1 Vesper Sparrow,Lark Sparrow,Dark-eyed Junco() forms), 
Gray-headed Junco,Chipping Sparrow,White-crowned 
Sparrow,Lincoln'a Sparrow,Song Sparrow. 
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AN UNUSUALLY LARGE CLUTCH FOR GREAT HORNED OWLS 

Greg Hayward, 2429 S. Corona, Denver, Colorado 80210 

The Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) is a relatively conunon rap
tor on the plains of eastern Colorado wherever small groups of trees are 
es tablished . These large owls are often flushed from cottonwoods along 
dry stre ambeds of the Pawnee National Grasslands and are frequently seen 
in the shelterbelts of plain's farmsteads. During 1977 through 1979, 
I followed one particular pair of owls nesting in a two-hectare Siberian 
elm woodlot north of Ft. Collins. 

On 17 March 1979 I visited the woodlot to check the year's nesting 
attempt and f o und the female incubating a clutch of four eggs . Gre at 
Horned Owls typically raise a brood of two young, and reports of three 
or more young are unusual for the western United States (Craighead and 
Craighead, 1969). 

During the three years, the owls changed their nest site s to dif
ferent areas of the woodlot. On 12 March 1977, after th e female flushed 
from a nest 5 m up an old Siberian elm, I found three eggs. By 3 April 
all three eggs had hatched but one of the owlets died soon thereafter. 
TWO young f ledged that year. I we ighed these young several times dur
ing the ir growth. These data (Table 1) indicate one was male and the 
other f emale. On 11 March 1978 I found the original female owl incuba
ti ng eggs, this time on a nest nearly 10 m high in an e lm. Dave 
Erickson climbed the tree and found two eggs. Both owlets subsequently 
fledged des p ite considerable human disturbance . 

During 1979 I located a number of Great Horned Owls nesting in and 
near Ft. Collins. Thes e owls all raised broods of one or two young. 
The pair at the elm woodlot was unique in their attempt at a large 
brood. By 6 April all four young had hatched; the smallest owl appeared 
t o be two days old. Dr. Ronald A. Ryder and I weighed and banded the 
nes tlings on 26 April. The weights (Table 1) indicate that at this time 
the parents we re providing adequate prey. Portions of cottontail rabbits 
we re found in the nest with the nestlings on two of four visits. How
ever, on 4 May, after a couple days of cool rainy weathe r, I found only 
three young in the nest. The smallest banded bird was missing but several 
sheathed primaries were found at the base of the nest. 

Both th e behavior and appearance of the adult owls identified the 
nes ting pair in 1979 to be the same individuals of the previous two y ears. 
The fema le was decidedly lighter in plumage than other horned owls of 
this r egion . The male presented a sharp contrast to his mate exhibiting 
the t ypi c al darker color phase of this area. 

An interesting ques tion concerning the various clutch sizes of this 
pair is, what me cha nism was controlling the number of eggs laid? Also, 
why was the elm woodlot pair attempting such a large brood when other owls 
in the area were experiencing normal production? 

I would like to thank David Erickson for the 1978 information 
in Table 1. Assistance and encouragement in the field and in prepara
tion of the manuscript were given by Dr. Ronald A. Ryder and Brian Milsap. 
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TABLE l 

A compar is<Jn of W(' iyhts for n estling Great Horne d Owls of different 
c lu tch si ze,;; f r om an e lm woodlot in Larimer County, Co lorado, for thre e 
consecutive y e<.l rs. We iyhts for each year were me asure d on one day; each 
we i ght repre s e nts a differe nt owl. 

Nestl in <J We i\.!ht (Grams ) 
Ye ar Approx. Age (Days) 

22 24 26 28 

1977 731 727 A third owl had died 

19 78 636 77 5 

197 0 540 7 55 755 8 85 

l;kJ-:1\ 'l' ll• JRNJ:D OWL-- :;kc tch by TIM MAN OL L::i of Boulder 
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WINTER REPORT: DECEMBER 1979 THROUGH FEBRUARY 1980 

Peter Moulton 
8050 Niwot Road, Longmont, Colorado 80501 

The winter season of 1979-80 was warmer and wetter than the 
Colorado averages. Record snowfalls blanketed the Front Range from 
Thanksgiving week on, severely reducing amounts of fieldwork done in 
that area. West slope observers enjoyed a mild season and evidently 
took advantage of the weather by spending more time in the field than is 
usual. 

Fewer reports came into this column than we have received for other 
winters, and certain parts of the state went completely uncovered . 
Northwestern and southeastern Colorado provided no report, not even the 
usual ones from Grand Junction and Pueblo. The entire plains region, 
nearly half the state's total area, was represented by only a single 
report from an observer who lives in Ft. Morgan and a one-day account 
from the PNG near the end of the season. I have further reduced the 
quantity of material by omitting the Christmas Count data; David 
Hutchinson has compliled that material as usual, and for me to reiterate 
it here would be a duplication of effort. Besides, the Christmas Bird 
Coun t r e po rt s are published each year in American Birds. 

Despite the aforementioned restrictions, observers located some 161 
species during the season. The report of the Great Black-backed Gull 
(Larus mar inus) at Centennial Park in Denver during January has been 
accepted as a first official state record. Several other rarities are 
noted in the text; those underlined have been documented and a ccepted by 
the Official Records Committee (ORC), whereas those marked with an 
asterisk are being reviewed by the ORC. The ORC findings will be 
published in the Journal at a later time. 

Gaviiformes through Ciconiiformes- Common Loon- l was at Chatfield 
on 12/1 (FJ,JJ) for the only report ••• *Red-necked Grebe- 1 was at 
Valmont 2/9-1 2 (CB,LH) •• • Western Grebe- last in the state were 2 at 
Cha tfield on 12/8 (FJ ,JJ ,HEK) ••• Pied-billed Grebe- did not winter in 
Colorado this year; last seen were l at Ridgway on 12/7 (JRG) and 6 at 
Chatfield the next day (FJ ,JJ) ••• White Pelican- l injured adult spent 
the month of December at Barr Lake (JR)... Double-crested Cormorant
latest reported was l at Chatfield on 12/l (FJ,JJ) ••• Great Blue Heron
wintered wherever open water was available ••• Black-crowned Night Heron-
1 was in the Clear Creek Greenbelt on 12/l (PE), and l was seen three 
times 12/13-30 along the S. Platte in Denver (RA). 

Anseriformes- Canada Goose- impressive numbers wintered in eastern 
Colorado, as evidenced by Colorado Di vision of Wildlife aerial survey 
counts of 8800o+ in the southeastern quarter of the state on 12/12 and 
60000+ in the northeastern quarter on 12/12 andl/8-9 ••• *Ross' Goose
this rare goose was found once during the season: l adult near Eaton on 
12/28 (AH)... Gadwall- a pair with 5 feathered, but apparently 
flightless, young at Blue Mesa Res. on 12/13 provided a real surprise 
for the observer who found them (KC) ••• Cinnamon Teal- spring arrival 
date was 2/2 at Durango (EF) ••• Northern Shoveler- l was at Chatfield on 
12/l (FJ ,JJ) and 1350 were on Sloan's Lake 12/14 (JVR) ••• Wood Duck.- 1 
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drake was at Centennial Park (Denver) on 12/8 and 1 was there on 2/18 
(FJ,JJ) ••• Canvasback- very scarce on the east slope, the single report 
listing 8 at Valmont on 12/l (l:IAS); 5 were on Lake Granby 12/7 (DAJ), 
and the J that arrived at Sweitzer Lake, Delta County, on 1 /1 increased 
to 55 by the end of the period (MJ)... Greater Sc a up- l at Lyons on 
12/26 (ML) constituted the season's only report for this rather rarely 
noted duck... Ila rruw' s Goldeneye- arrival was early at Estes Park (WR), 
but the major concentrations were to be found on the west slope, 
specifically along the Colorado River: counts of upto 50/day in eastern 
Middle Park (DA.I) and a flock of 20 near Glenwood Springs (MB) ••• 
Bufflehead- latest were 3 at Chatfield on 12/8 (FJ,JJ) and l at Boulder 
on 12/9 (l:IAS) ••• Ruddy Duck-8 at Chatfield on 12/8 (FJ,JJ) were the last 
of the year ••• Hooded Merganser- only noted at Denver, 4 on 12/4 (JR), 
and Boulder, 2 on 12/l and 5 1/11-12; a very poor showing ••• 
Red-breasted Merganser- very scarce this year, with only l at Chatfield 
on 12/8 (FJ,JJ) and 4 at Valmont on 1/12 (JH). 

Falconif,irmes- Goshawk- the two plains observations involved single 
birds at Cherry Creek Res. on 12/l (JR) and Loveland on 12/25 (FAC) ••• 
Cooper's Hawk- poorly reported this season, only 8 individuals 
altogether; 6 were along the Front Range and 2 were at Ridgway (JRG) ••• 
Red-taile d Hawk- the reports indicated that this species wintered at 
higher elevallons and in greater numbers than usual; about 9 of the 
Harlan's form occurred along the Front Range from Loveland to 
Chatfield... Rou,.,h-l egged Hawk- numbers were decidedly low in the 
L<>ngmont-LovelanJ area, where only 8 were seen compared to 18 last year; 
i•upulat ion apparently normal elsewhe re ••• Ferruginous Hawk- good numbers 
we re noted this season, about 27 birds total; all were on the east slope 
and '22 of the '1.7 were in lloulder County... Bald Eagle- good numbers 
wint "r"d in the usual haunts; Cook noted a substantial percentage of 
immature birds in the Gunnison Valley, a ray of hope for this sadly 
dlminlshed species ••• Osprey- rare winter sightings included l at 
Hyg iene on 12/29 (MF), l at Durango on 2/9 (EF,RE) and another at the 
Litt e r lucation un 2/23 (JB,LS) ••• Prairie Falcon- rather well-reported, 
a bout 3] individuals in all... Peregrine Falcon- a probable Peregrine 
was at Ridgway on 12/16 (JRG) and single birds were reported at Durango 
on 1/18 and in mid-February (fide EF) ••• Merlin- about 9 individuals 
nott•d, all in the northeastern quarter of the state ••• American Kestrel
nu111bers low in the Longmont-Loveland area, about 10 birds compared to 25 
L .. -;L year; 1 at Eagle on 12/30 was a first winter record for that area 
(JM)• 

l.allifonues through Charadriiformes- Blue Grouse- poorly reported 
this season, about 5 altog <! ther all in the mountainous areas of Boulder 
<l>lJ l~ll. in1cr Counties ••• Scaled Quail- observers spent little time in 
tJJi,; birds':; areas this year, but Abbott found 30 on the Hanna Ranch on 
'l./ l 7 and 25 thc•r" the next day... Chukar- l wintered at Evergreen 
(Sll,\IWI!,(.;~) ••• Wl1<wping Crane- first spring arrival at the SLV was l on 
2/9, a11L! 9-12 wer<.! present by 2/29; movement about two weeks early 
(MllS) ••• Sandhill Crane- l was at l:larr Lake on 12/23 (DR,JR) and l was 
at Wellington Res. 113 from mid-December unt.il 1/5 (WG,GM); spring 
migrants were early and nume rous in the SLV; 2000 there on 2/9 and 5000 
o n 2/15 (MllS) ••• Virginia !Wi l- the single report listed l at Sawhill 
Ponds on 11./16 (lli\S) ••• Ameri ca n Coot- 6 wintered at a spring-fed pond 
in the Kiiaring Fork Valley (KP) and 6 remained in l:loulder County until 
abciul mi J-.Jauuary ••• *Least Sandpiper- l at the Gunnison airport on 2/26 
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(KC) was extremely early... Glaucous Gull- very poorly reported this 
winter, the only sighting involving 1-2 at Centennial Park on 1/12 
(FJ,JJ,HEK) ••• Great Black-backed Gull- the find of this season was 1 
individual of this species at Centennial Park 1/1-30 (m. ob.) ••• 
Thayer's Gull- 5 Front Range reports listed 8 individuals 12/15-1/30 ••• 
California Gull- late Californias were 1 adult and 2 in second-winter 
plumage at Sloan's Lake on 12/24 (JR,JVR). 

Columbif ormes through Picif ormes- Band-tailed Pigeon- 10 in Boulder 
Coun ty on 12/8 (BAS) were the last seen ••• Mourning Dove- 1 wintered at 
a feeder in Grand Lake (DAJ), but no other wintering was reported ••• 
Screech Owl- a d i sappointing season with reports of only 4 birds; surely 
this little raptor is more common in Colorado than this total 
reflects • •• Great Horned Owl- though large numbers were found in most 
areas, the Longmont-Loveland region reported the greatest increase: 25 
compared to only 11 the previous winter ••• Short-eared Owl- large 
number s were present at Boulder and Loveland, 20 at the former sight on 
1/26 (LH) a nd 38 at the latter 2/10-24 (FAC) ••• Boreal Owl- an injured 
bird was at Estes Park in December (WR) and 1 was near Grand Lake at the 
e nd of February (fide DAJ); both reporting observers postulate a small 
but vi ab le bre ed i ng population of this rare owl from RMNP northward ••• 
Belted Kingfishe r- a kingfisher frequented RAR 's feeder in Ft. Collins 
12/16-22 and wa s observed killing and carrying away a small bird on one 
occasion... Common Flicker- 1 yellow-shafted bird was at Ft. Collins 
1/20-2/29 (AR,RAR) and 5 were found in Boulder 12/29-2/16 (BAS) •• • 
Red-bellied Wood pecker- single birds were in Boulder 1/19 and 2/9 
(LH,AH) and 1/28-2/4 (NS)... Red-headed Woodpecker- a rare winter 
sighting was 1 a t Loveland on 12/19 (FAC) ••• Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
commoner than usual this winter: 1 wintered at Lyons (FAC) and 5 were 
noted in Boulder County 12/16-1/23 (HSW,PW) ••• Williamson's Sapsucker
last in the s tate was 1 at Durango on 12/1 (fide EF) ••• Northern 
Three-toed Woodpe cker- 1 was in Boulder County on 1 /1 and 2 were there 
on 1/20 (MF); away from this usual stronghold, 1 was at Westcreek on 
12/15 (RW) and 1 was at Evergreen on 2/2 (AK,DK). 

Tyrannidae through Cinclidae- *Eastern Kingbird- was at 
Wellington on 2/10; a nearly incredible report, but the ORC has received 
documentation (PH) ••• Say's Phoebe- a late one was in Durango on 12/10 
(EF) and an early one was at Ft. Collins on 2/9 (MJ) ••• *Western Wood 
Pewee- l was reported at Boulder on l /8 (RVZ); complete documentation 
will certainly be necessary to support this find... Blue X Steller' s 
Jay- 1 wintered at Grand Lake, where after much effort DAJ was able to 
photograph it... *White-necked Raven- a probable White-necked was at 
Ridgway on 2/27 (JRG) ••• American Crow- fewer than usual in the Gunnison 
Valley (KC), but large numbers were present at Grand Lake and 
Boulder ••• Mountain Chickadee- widespread in and near the mountains, but 
observers found few large concentrations; evidently the birds found 
ample wild feed in most areas ••• Plain Titmouse- observed twice at 
Ridgway , 2 on 1/15 being the high count (JRG); no other report ••• 
Bushtit- the only report listed 20 at Ridgway on 12/28 (JRG) ••• 
Red-breasted Nuthatch- not really a flight year, but small numbers of 
this species were widespread in and near the mountains ••• Brown Creeper
a good year for this species, especially in the Gunnison Valley and at 
Grand Lake where numbers were substantially above average... Dipper
this species is beginning to repopulate the flood-ravaged Big Thompson 
Canyon and may now be found from the Olympus Dam to Drake (WR). 
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Troglodytidae through Icteridae- *House Wren- l at Silt on 2/28 
(RP) should certainly be documented ••• Winter Wren- a rather poor year 
for this interesting little bird; l at Loveland on 12/24 and l at 
Berthoud 1/1-24 (FAC) ••• Long-billed Marsh Wren- Janos found 4 of this 
species along the north fork of the Gunnison River on 2/16 and l in the 
same place on 2/25 for the only reports... *Rock Wren- 1 was in Delta 
County on 2/16 (MJ) for quite a rare winter record ••• Northern 
Mockingbird- 1 was at Berthoud 12/1-1/30 (CC) and 1 at Loveland 1/16-17 
(FAC) ••• Brown Thrasher- well-reported this winter, with 5 observations 
of single birds along the Front Range... American Robin- populations 
definitely subnormal at Evergreen, Eagle and especially in the 
Longmont-Lovel,.'ld area, where the FAC counted only 31 compared to 193 
last year... Swain son 1 s Thrush- a very rare winter sighting of this 
species occurred in the observer's yard in Denver on 1/16 (PE) ••• 
Mountain Bluebird- l at Boulder on 1/15 (BAS) was the only 
dead-of-winter observation, but spring arrival was early: 2/29 at 
Longmont and Ft. Morgan ••• Ruby-crowned Kinglet- the 7 reports totalled 
15 birds at Ridgway, Durango, and Boulder, rather a large number for 
this species in winter... Water Pipit- 4 were at Chatfield on 12/8 
(FJ ,JJ}, 1 was at Silt on 1/5 (MB) and 1 was in Durango on 2/2 (fide 
EF) ••• !lohemian Waxwing- not a major flight year, but flocks of 50-200 
were widespread; outnumbered by Cedar Waxwings in most areas ••• Northern 
Shrike- although several observers reported reduced numbers of this 
species, Colorado birders found about 38 Northerns during the season, a 
fairly strong showing for this rather rare bird... Yellow-rumped 
Warbler- 2 of the Audubon 1 s form wintered at a Durango feeder (FW) for 
ths season's one record... House Sparrow- RAR reports a very reduced 
population of this species al Ft. Collins and a coincidental increase 
among Fringillids at his feeders ••• Red-winged Blackbird- wintered in 
greater numbers than usual at high elevations; observers at Ridgway, 
Gunnison, Eagle, and Grand Lake all reported above average populations 
in their areas... Rusty Blackbird- the three reports listed 1 at 
r.hatfield on 12/l and 10 there on 2/18 (FJ,JJ) and l at Hygiene on 2/29 
(VD) ••• Common Grackle- unusual winter sightings were l at Aurora 12/31 
(JR) and l at Ft. Morgan on 2/23 (JCR); 1-6 visited RAR's feeder all 
season. 

Fringillidae- Cardinal- this beautiful species occurred in Colorado 
once this season, a pair in south Denver on 1/12 (FJ,JJ) ••• Black-headed 
or Rose-breasted Grosbeak- an almost unheard of winter report for either 
of these species involved a single individual in the Big Thompson Canyon 
l /28-30 (Mil)... Evening Gros beak- feeder watchers unanimously reported 
subnormal numbers of this bird.,. *Purple Finch- 1 visited RAR' s feeder 
in Ft. Collins from 11/19 on for the only report (banded on 11/24-
HAR)... Cassin' s Finch- widespread at feeders throughout the 
inttormountain region; numbers were slightly above average at Longmont 
.rnd Durango and a bit low at Gunnison, normal elsewhere ••• Rosy Finches
most observers . reported reduced populations of Gray-crowneds and 
llrown-cappeds, but WWB found Blacks to outnumber Gray-crowneds at Red 
Rocks ... Common Redpoll- the two reports listed l at Loveland on 12/28 
(ML) and 6 in the Big Thompson Canyon on 1/28 (FAC) •• ; Pine Siskin
feeder operat<Jrs noted huge concentrations of siskins at Colorado 
Sprlni:1s (I::W) and Ft. Collins (RAR); all observers reported normal to 
abov.: average numbers ••• Red Cross bill- more common than usual in Middle 
!'ark (llAJ), but hardly noted elsewhere, the few reports coming from 
lluulder and Larimer Counties... Green-tailed Towhee- 1 in the Roaring 
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Fork Valley from 12/31 on (RP) was a first winter record for that 
area... *Lark Bunting- an amazing species to list in a winter report, 
but JCR found 1 at Weldona on 12/13 and 1 in Ft. Horgan on 1/7 ••• 
*Baird's Sparrow- another species which doesn't seem to have much of a 
place on a winter roster, but the BAS listed 1 from Boulder 1/7-9 ••• 
Juncos- as usual, Oregons dominated the Junco picture in all areas; 
Front Range and Ft. Horgan observers noted about 55 White-wingeds, a 
fairly good number ••• *Chipping Sparrow- 1 wintered at a Durango feeder 
(FW); 1-8 were noted daily on the Hanna Ranch property (PA) ••• Harris' 
Sparrow- rather widespread, but disappointingly few: only about 27 
reported ••• White-throated Sparrow- Boulder County was the place to find 
this uncommon sparrow, as evidenced by a total count of 31 birds 
12/1-2/15 (BAS); the only other White-throated reported sporadically 
visited a feeder in Ft. Collins (RAR) ••• Fox Sparrow- 1 was at Baseline 
Lake 12/16-19 (RJ) ••• Lapland Longspur- the only report listed 1 on the 
PNG on 2/24 (CB), a very poor showing for this usually coDIJllOn winter 
visitor. 

Initialled observers- Peggy Abbott (PA), Robert Andrews (RA), June 
Babcock (JB), Chip Blake (CB), Marc Bosch (MB), Sylvia Brockner (SB), 
Winston W. Brockner (WWB), Charles L. Campbell (CLC), Kevin Cook (KC), 
Mr. and Mrs. Garth Coombs (GC), Camille Cummings (CC), Virginia Dionigi 
(VD), Patty Echelmeyer (PE), Robbie Elliott (RE), Clark Ewing (CE), 
Margaret Ewing (ME), Mike Figgs (MF), Elva Fox (EF), Walt Graul (WG), 
J.R. Guadagno (JRG), Larry Halsey (LH), Al Harmata (AH), Paul Harrison 
(PH), Maxine Hennessee (MH), Louise Hering (LHe), Jim Holitza (JH), Mark 
Janos (MJ), David A. Jasper (DAJ), Robert Jickling (RJ), Frank Justice 
(FJ), Jan Justice (JJ), Alicia Kamm (AK), Dieter Kamm (CK), Hugh Kingery 
(HEK), Mark Lockwood (ML), A. Maley (AM), John Merchant (JM), Gary 
Miller (GM), Ruth Parkinson (RP), Dorothy Reddall (DR), Jack Reddall 
(JR), Warner Reeser (WR), J.V. Remsen (JVR), Joe C. Rigli (JCR), Audrey 
Ryder (AR), Ronald A. Ryder (RAR), Mahlon Speers (MS), Natalie Steinberg 
(NS), Helen Stiles-Wainwright (HSW), Laura Stransky (LS), Milton B. 
Suthers (MBS), Ridi Van Zandt (RVZ), Pat Wheat (PW), Florence Whiteman 
(FW), Elinor Wills (EW), Roberta Winn (RW). 

Abbreviations and organizations~ Boulder Audubon Society (BAS), 
Foothills Audubon Club (FAC), Pawnee National Grasslands (PNG), Rocky 
Mountain National Park (RMNP), San Luis Valley (SLV). 
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WHITE-TAILED PTARMIGAN NEAR KREMMLING, COLORADO 

Whitcomb M. Bronaugh 
208 Mueller Laboratory 

Pennsylvania State University 
University Park, PA 16802 

Fall 1980 

On 18 January 1980 I flushed a White-tailed Ptarmigan (Lagopus 
l c ucurus ) from a small stand of serviceberry (Amelanchier alnifolia) at 
an elevation of 2654 m on top of Junction Butte, 12 km southeast of 
Kremmlinq, Colorado (SW~, SW~, Section 22, TlN, R80W). 'lhis is the 
1st documented sighting of White-tailed Ptarmigan on Junction Butte. 
On 19 January I collected fecal droppings and followed the bird's tracks 
in snow northeast for 200 m through serviceberry, stunted aspen (Populus 
trernuloides) , the edge of a Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga rnenziesii) stand, 
and across open snow fields. Tracks often detoured into clumps of 
serviceberry suggesting possible feeding activity. 

Vegetation on top of Junction Butte consists mainly of sparce grass 
and forbs, patche s of serviceberry, snowberry (Symphoricarpos occiden
talis), chokechL'rry (~ virginiana), and stunted aspen, and stands 
o f Douglas-fir up to 12 ha in size. Primary winter foods of ptarmigan 
in Colorado, willow (Salix spp.), mountain dryad (Dryas octapetola), and 
alder (Alnus spp.) (May and Braun 1972), are essentially absent on Junc
tion Butte. Exarnina tion of the fecal droppings by C .E. Braun (pers. 
curnrn.) r e vealed ctbout equal parts of bud scales and stern fragments of 
/\Jnelancliier spp. and Populus spp. 

Most ptarrnigar: wintering areas in Colorado are above timberline, in 
subalpine s i tes near tundra regions, or in willow marshes above 2591 rn 
(Braun, '.:' t: al., 1976). Nearest known wintering areas for ptarmigan are 
Dorct Mountain and Ute Peak, 73 and 95 km south of Junction Butte, 
respectively. 

Since no subsequent sightings were made, the bird was possibly a 
transient and did not spend the entire winter on Junction Butte. Females 
have greater mobility and usually winter farther from breeding areas than 
r« .. d es (Braun, et al., 1976) suggesting that the individual sighted was 
rn ur c like ly a f c mal e a 

'Ihi s is a contribution from Colorado Division of Wildlife Federal 
Aid Restoration Project W-126-R. I would like to thank David J. Freddy, 
CL.J.it E. t;rau11, and Len H. carpenter for their suggestions and encourage
ment, and Kevin Berner for his aid in the field. 

-·------ ·--- -----

Braun, l' .E., R.W. Hoffman, and G.E. Rogers, 1976: Wintering areas and 
winter ecology of white-tailed ptarmigan in Colorado. Colo. Div. 
Wildl. Spec. Rep. 38. 38 pp. 

May, T.A., and C.E. Braun, 1972: Seasonal foods of adult white-tailed 
ptarmigan in Colorado. J. WilcU. Manage., 36, 1180-1186. 
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A SUMMARY OF 1979 COLORADO CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 

by David Hutchinson 
7512 Caren Circle, Loveland, Colorado 80537 

The 1979 count period was December 15, 1979 - January 1, 1980. A 
request was submitted to compilers of 27 Christmas Bird Counts (CBC) 
asking for a report of their compilations. Reports were received for 28 
counts. Curecanti National Recreation Area started a new count while the 
Bonny Reservoir Count was cancelled due to blizzard conditions. The 
following summary was taken from the compilation report submitted by each 
count compiler. These results will be subject to the scrutiny of 
American Birds editor and CBC regional editor. Rare or unusual sightings 
will be subject to the action of the CFO records committee. There were 
155 species (SP), 6 additional races (RA), 2 forms (FO) and 2 hybrids 
(HY) with about 195422 individuals reported for 27 Colorado CBC 
compilation reports. An additional 6 species were reported during the 
respective count weeks (CW). 

Black Forest 
Boulder 
Colorado Springs 
Curecanti National Recreation Area 
Denver 
Durango 
Evergreen-Idaho Springs 
Fort Collins 
Grand Junction 
Greeley 
Gunnison 
Hotchkiss 
Lake Isabel 
Longmont 
Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge 
North Park 
Nunn 
Ohio City 
Pike's Peak 
Pueblo 
Pueblo Reservoir 
Roaring Fork River Valley 
Rocky Mountain National Park 
San Luis Valley 
Steamboat Springs 
Weldona-Fort Morgan 
Westcliffe 

TOTAL 
NUMBER PARTY 

DAY OF OBS HOURS 

16 12 19 
16 89 213 
15 59 125 
16 13 39.5 
15 149 267 
29 16 32 
29 67 108.75 
22 45 77 
16 23 72 
15 28 48 
29 20 40 
17 9 21 
23 8 13 
15 36 113. 5 
19 1 9 
28 4 18 
29 8 22 
22 6 24 
31 7 23.75 
30 9 26 
15 10 50 
15 20 30 
15 25 48 
15 9 40 
15 19 20.5 
31 2 10 
29 1 8.75 
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TOTAL 
NUMBER 

U # U # INDIV
SP RA FO HY !DUALS 

28 2 738 
95 3 2 19304 
77 2 9455 
33 451 
98 4 26794 
51 3749 
52 3 4550 
76 2 18508 
75 1 19344 
55 1 17007 
41 1 2582 
72 1 4119 
57 2 2329 
72 3 16869 
32 8989 
26 248 
21 2862 
23 1 549 
31 2 656 
82 4 18258 
76 2 5052 
62 1 2023 
41 2 1377 
20 451 
23 1 423 
61 4 7593 
32 2 1142 
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SUM.MARY OF SPECIES REPORTED 

Key to columns: A -- Number of counts reporting 
B High number, count reporting 
C Total individuals 

Horned Grebe 
Pie d-billed Grebe 
Whist ling Swan 
Wh-fr Goose 
Mallard 
P lntail 
Am Wigeon 
Wood lJuck 
Ring-necked Duck 
Lesser Sc;rnp 
llurrow's Goldeneye 
Oldsq uaw 
ll ou ded M..; r ga ns er 
Red-b r Merganse r 
Gu :.; hawk 
Cooper 's Hawk 
ReJ-t Ha wk 
Swu inson' s Hawk 
Ferrug in ous Hawk 
Go lden r'.Jg l e 
(2la,24i ,26u) 
M.ar~h Hawk 
Peregr ine Falcon 
Am Kestrel 
Hawk, sp 
Wh-t Ptarmi ga n 
Sc aled Quail 
Ring-n Pheasant 
Turkey 
V irgi nla Kail 
tun Coot 
Commo n Snipe 
Herring Gull 
Ring-b Gull 
Rock Dove 

A B 
l 3 Bo 
6 12 Bo 
l l FC 

CW De 
23 9029 Gr 
11 400 Lo 
14 277 RF 

3 3 De 
7 51 Bo 
8 49 Bo 
2 4 )ff 

l l PR 
4 6 De 
l 5 llo 
8 4 Bo 

11 4 GJ 
23 35 Lo 

3 3 Gr 
8 9 Ho 

21 13 De 

19 24 Ho 
CW llo 

19 58 GJ 
l 2 pp 

1 10 RM. 
2 65 PR 

10 28 Lo 
3 10 KF 
4 3 WF 
8 105 De 

16 57 WF 
7 132 De 
6 ll83 De 

21 1055 GJ 
ll u rn Owl l 2 Gr 

lb De Gt llo med Owl 20 
s-L·.tred Owl 4 
llelted Kingf h;her 
Co111( Y-sh ) F li c ker 
Co 111 (Y X K)FliL:ker 

18 
3 
1 

Lewis ' Woodpe cke r 9 
Hai ry WooJpe ck.:r 18 
Lad-ba..:k Woodpecker l 

5 MV 
36 De 
LO WF 
58 Wr' 
15 Ho 
43 Bo 

l cs 

c 
3 

27 
1 

31894 
639 

1054 
6 

151 
88 

6 

12 
5 

14 
19 

240 
7 

26 
77 

177 

260 
2 

10 
84 

157 
27 

7 
187 
214 
191 
971 

5684 
2 

77 
10 

146 
14 
61 
so 

Suy's Phoebe 2 
Gray Jay 5 

GJ ,Ho 
14 El 

168 
1 
2 

24 
Ste ller's Jay 19 341 De 1390 

W Grebe 
Great Blue Heron 
Canada Goose 
Snow Goose 
Gadwall 
Grn-winged Teal 
N Shoveler 
Redhead 
Canvasback 
Common Go ldene ye 
Bufflehead 
Ruddy Duck 
Common Merganser 
Duck, sp 
Sharp- sh Hawk 
Accipiter, sp 
R-t(Harlan's)Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
Buteo, sp 
Bald ~:agle 

(37a, 19i,5u) 
Pruirie Falcon 
Merlin 

IHue Grouse 
Sage Grouse 
Gambel's Quail 
Chukar 
Sandhill Crane 
Sora 
Killdeer 
Gt Ye llowlegs 
California Gull 
Gull, sp 
Mourning Dove 
Screech Owl 
L-eared Owl 
Boreal Owl 
Common Flicker 
Com(R-sh)Flicker 
Red-h Woodpecker 
Y-bel Sapsucker 
Downy Woodpecker 
N Thr-t Woodpecker 
llorned Lark 
Blue Jay 
Scrub Jay 
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A B c 
2 l 

13 22 
14 9840 

Bo,De 
PR 

2 
100 

27417 
7 

26 
981 

24 
131 

19 
450 

24 
1 

760 
39 3 

32 

3 5 
FC 
GJ 

9 22 De 
16 315 GJ 

2 15 cs 
7 71 Bo 
4 7 Bo 

13 
8 
1 

15 
2 

11 
l 
4 

22 
4 

17 

79 Du 
10 Gr 

1 Bo 
501 Bo 
200 cs 

8 GJ 
1 De 
5 Bo,Lo 

Bo 45 
7 De 

17 Cu 

1 
14 

189 
19 
61 

15 8 De 45 
11 2 De,Du, 16 

Gr,LI,Pu 
3 6 SS 12 

CW NP,SS 
l 143 GJ 143 
3 l 7 llo 26 
l l FC l 
2 l Ho, Pu 2 

14 39 cs 149 
l 1 Ho 1 
2 3 Cu 5 
l l De 1 
8 568 GJ 754 
3 3 De, PR 7 
6 19 Ho 40 

CW RM 
7 115 Lo 551 

16 190 Bo 556 
CW PR 

5 3 Bo 7 
20 63 De 255 

1 2 Bo 2 
20 2935 Pu 9536 

9 52 Gr 215 
12 141 cs 293 
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A B c A B c 
Blk-b Magpie 26 1406 De 4849 Common Raven 23 199 Gu 893 
Wh-n Raven 1 2 LI 2 Common Crow 22 1074 cs 3460 
Pinon Jay 3 322 RF 355 Clark's Nutcracker 8 41 EI 90 
Blk-cap Chickadee 25 473 De 1502 Mountain Chickadee 23 478 De 1874 
Plain Titmouse 3 4 GJ,PR 9 Bushtit 1 22 De 22 
Wh-br Nuthatch 20 58 Bo 209 Red-br Nuthatch 12 37 De 101 
Pygmy Nuthatch 11 267 De 749 Brown Creeper 21 42 De 220 
Dipper 13 22 Gu 121 House Wren 2 1 De,RF 2 
Winter Wren 1 1 De 1 Bewick' s Wren 3 7 Pu 10 
L- bill Marsh Wren 4 16 Ho 21 Canon Wren 6 11 De 35 
Rock Wren 4 2 CS,PR 6 Mockingbird 3 1 De,GJ,FC3 
Brown Thrasher 2 2 Bo 3 Curve-b Thrasher 1 1 Pu 1 
Sage Thrasher 1 1 PR 1 Am Robin 16 373 Bo 1455 
E Bluebird cw PR W Bluebird 1 89 PR 89 
Mountain Bluebird 6 232 PR 296 Town Solitaire 20 206 Bo 719 
Bl-gr Gnatcatcher 3 3 Ho 6 Golden-er Kinglet 5 17 Bo 37 
Ruby- er Kinglet 5 13 GJ 26 Water Pipit 6 9 Pu 17 
Bohemian Waxwing 6 580 EI 1371 Cedar Waxwing 9 75 FC 331 
N Shrike 20 14 De 80 Loggerhead Shrike 9 6 GJ 18 
Shrike, sp 1 1 Cu 1 Starling 24 5559 Du 29961 
Y-r(Myrtle)Warbler 2 1 Bo,PR 2 Y-r(Aud)Warbler 5 16 Ho 23 
Pine Warbler l 1 De 1 MacGill Warbler 1 1 Ho 1 
!louse Sparrow 24 1302 GJ 8341 W Meadowlark 16 397 WF 1377 
Y-h Blackbird l 6 FC 6 Red-w Blackbird 17 7808 Pu 19750 
Rusty Blackbi rd 3 15 LI 20 Brewer 's Blackbird 13 384 GJ 1125 
Gt-t Grackle l l LI l Common Grackle 7 5 FC 16 
Bo-headed Cowbird 2 93 Ho 103 Evening Grosbeak 11 285 De 853 
Purple Finch 2 8 pp 9 Cassin' s Finch 13 299 EI 877 
House Finch 17 1526 De 3402 Pine Grosbeak 5 22 RM 47 
Gr-er Ros y Finch 10 175 Nu 811 Gr-cr(Gr-head race) 1 12 EI 12 
Black Rosy Finch 6 20 Gu 43 Bn-cap Rosy Finch 7 738 Gu 1137 
Rosy Finch, sp 3 64 pp 139 Common Redpoll 1 17 De 17 
Pine Siskin 15 417 cs 1645 Am Goldfinch 14 94 PR 428 
Lesser Goldfinch 4 13 cs 30 Red Crossbill 4 154 De 272 
Grn-t Towhee 1 1 cs 1 Ruf-sided Towhee 10 34 De 84 
Brown Towhee 3 6 PR 8 Savannah Sparrow 2 2 pp 3 
Vesper Sparrow 1 l Pu 1 D-e(Wh-w)Junco 13 61 De 183 
D-e(Sl-col)Junco 20 338 De 1826 D-e( Oregon)J unco 24 789 De 4647 
D-e(O r ( P-s) form) 2 139 De 171 Dark- eyed Junco 4 872 Du 1441 
Gr-headed Junco 18 533 Du 2290 Junco, Sp 8 444 cs 1058 
Tree Sparrow 21 861 De 2290 Chipping Sparrow 2 10 GJ 11 
Harris' Sparrow 10 23 WF 58 Wh-c r Sparrow 14 52 1 Pu 1356 
Wh-thr Sparrow 3 3 Bo 7 Fox Sparrow 5 3 De 9 
L.incoln' s Sparrow 1 3 Pu 3 Swamp Sparrow 4 9 WF 14 
Song Sparrow 20 194 De 981 Sparrow, sp 1 75 WF 75 
Lapland Longspu r 4 11 Pu 19 Longspur, sp 1 1 WF 1 

115 



Vol. 14, No 4 

. Location 

Black Forest 
Bonny Reservoir 
Boulder 
Colorado Spg s 
Cureca nti Nat'l 

Rec Area 
Denv(! r 
Du rd.11go 
Evergreen-Idaho 

Springs 
l'ort Collins 
Crand Junction 
Greeley 
Gum\ i.son 
llolchkiss 
Like Isa be 1 
LcJngmu n t 
M·1nte Vis ta N\.JR 
N.,rth Park 
Nunn 

Oh lo City 
Pikes Peak 
Pueblo 
Pueb Lo Reservoir 
Roari.ng Fork 

River Valley 
Rocky Mountain 
National Park 

San Luis Valley 

Stealllboat Spgs 
\.Jeldona-Ft Morgan 
\.Jestc:liffe 

C.F.O. JOURNAL 

1980 COLORADO CHRISTMAS COUNTS 

Date 

not set 
Sat Jan 3 
Sun Dec 21 
Sat Dec 27 

Sun Dec 21* 
Sat Dec 20 
Sat Oec 27 

Sat Oec 27 
Sat Oec 27 
Sat Jan 3 
Sun Jan 4 
Sat Oec 20 
not set 
S.it Jan 3* 
Sat Dec 20 
not set 
Mon Dec 29 
Tue Dec 23 
Sat Oec 27* 
\.Jed Dec 31 
Sat Dec 27 
Sat Dec 20 

Sat Dec 20 
not set 

Sat Dec 20 
Mon Dec 22 
Fri Dec 26 

Contact 

Hugh Kingery, Denver 
Panl Julian, Boulder 
Barry Knapp, Boulder 
Ed Curry, Colo Spgs 

Don Hill, Gunnison 
Mary Jane Schock, Denver 
Kip Stransky, Durango 

Fran Enright, Evergreen 
Ron Ryder, Fort Collins 
Mary Fischer, Grand Junction 
Gretchen Cutts, Greeley 
Don Hill, Gunnison 
Theo Colborn, Gunnison 
Dave Griffiths, Pueblo 
Virginia Oionigi, Hygiene 
Jon Kauffeld, Monte Vista 
John Wagner, Walden 
Clait Braun, Fort Collins 
Patrice Boyd, Pitkin 
Mahlon Speers, Colo Spgs 
Dave Griffiths, Pueblo 
Jerry Ligon, Pueblo 

Marc Bosch, Glenwood Springs 

Ron Ryder, Fort Collins 
Dennis Lamb, Alamosa 
or Dave Montgomery, Alamosa 
Anselm Dines, Steamboat Spgs 
Dave Hutchinson, Loveland 
Van Truan, Pueblo 

An * in.,ans that t.he dat e is not yet certain. 
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Phone 

333-0161 
499-9107 
494-8390 
634-7303 

641-0403 
922-3144 
247-8138 

674-2657 
482-8089 
242-7978 
351-0166 
641-0403 
641-2747 
584-3859 
776-2609 
852-5872 
723-4b7b 
493-2841 
641-1704 
632-bl48 
584-3859 
564-4985 

482-8089 
589-3183 
589-5417 
879-5284 
667-8413 
547-3735 
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