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Schedule 
The schedule is subject to change. Check the schedule on the convention app and at 
the info table for any changes prior to or during the convention. All events are at the 
Embassy Suites Hilton Loveland Conference Center except on Thursday and Monday. 

Thursday May 28, 2026 
5:30 pm - 8:00 pm ​ Welcome picnic w/ packet pick up​ Centennial Park, Loveland 
​ Catering starts at 6 pm 

Friday May 29, 2026 
4:30 am - 9:00 am​ Breakfast Buffet*​ Cafe 
5:00 am - 7:00 am ​ Lunch pick up​ Lake Loveland 
5:00 am - 6:50 am ​ Info Table w/ packet pick up​ High Meadows Hall 
5:15 am - 4:00 pm​ Field trips (full & half day trips)​ Rotunda 
2:00 pm - 7:30 pm​ Exhibit Hall open​ Snowberry/Goldenglow 
4:30 pm - 8:00 pm ​ Info Table w/ packet pick up​ High Meadows Hall  
4:30 pm - 8:00 pm​ Silent Auction​ Snowberry/Goldenglow 
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm​ Social​ Rotunda 

Saturday May 30, 2026 
4:30 am - 10:30 am​Breakfast Buffet*​ Cafe 
5:00 am - 7:00 am ​ Lunch pick up​ Lake Loveland 
5:00 am - 6:50 am ​ Info Table w/ packet pick up​ High Meadows Hall 
5:15 am - 4:00 pm​ Field trips (full & half day trips)​ Rotunda 
12:00 pm - 5:00 pm​Exhibits/Vendors open​ Snowberry/Goldenglow 
12:00 pm - 5:00 pm ​Silent Auction (last chance!)​ Snowberry/Goldenglow 
12:30 pm - 4:30 pm ​Info Table​ High Meadows Hall 
1:00 pm - 4:30 pm ​ Science Session​ Riverbirch 
5:30 pm - 8:00 pm ​ Banquet & CFO Annual Meeting ​ Riverbirch 
8:00 pm - 8:30 pm ​ Silent Auction Payment/Pickup​ Snowberry/Goldenglow 

Sunday May 31, 2026 
4:30 am - 10:30 am​Breakfast Buffet*​ Cafe 
5:00 am - 7:00 am ​ Lunch pick up​ Lake Loveland 
5:00 am - 6:50 am ​ Info Table w/ packet pick up​ High Meadows Hall​
5:00 am - 6:15 am ​ Silent Auction Payment/Pickup​ Snowberry/Goldenglow 
5:15 am - 4:00 pm​ Field trips (full & half day trips)​ Rotunda 
 
Monday June 1, 2026 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm ​ State Forest/Arapaho NWR Trip​ ​ Walden, CO​  

* Breakfast buffet & morning coffee/tea are only available to those who are guests at the 
Embassy Suites by Hilton Loveland or who have purchased the buffet for $17 (email will 
be sent to registered users in early May).  
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Convention App 
New this year is a Convention app to help communicate and coordinate with all 
attendees. You can access this on a smartphone or there is a web-based browser.  

We are using the Whova app this year and will not be providing printed personal 
agendas.  

Please watch your email for instructions and a link to download, sign in, and use to the 
app. Can’t find it? Search for the subject field “Ready for the CFO Convention in 
Loveland? Download the Whova App now.”  And be sure to check your Spam or Junk 
folder! 

Need Logistics Help?  
If you have questions or need help during the convention, please come to the Info Table 
in the Lake Loveland room during scheduled hours. CFO board members will also have 
a ribbon that says “Board Member” on their name badges during the convention. You 
can also try writing info@cobirds.org with your questions – however, those of us who 
receive this email are also leading or going on trips and doing other convention related 
activities so we might not be as prompt in our replies as we’d like.  

Convention Sponsors 
 

CFO thanks the sponsors who generously support this event. Please visit them and all 
the exhibitors in the Exhibits Hall.  

Keynote Banquet Sponsor: Wild Birds Unlimited - Fort Collins  

Welcome Picnic Sponsor: Front Range Birding & Optics 

Convention App Sponsors: Opticron and Wild Birds Unlimited - Fort Collins & Longmont 

Science Session Coffee Sponsor: Colorado Crane Conservation Coalition 

Western Kingbird Sponsor: Colorado Wildlife Council 

 

 

Last updated May 14, 2026  ​ 3 



Venue Locations 
Convention Hotel 
Embassy Suites by Hilton Loveland Conference Center ​
4705 Clydesdale Parkway, Loveland, CO 
 
The convention meeting rooms are all located within the John Q Hammons Conference 
Center which is the eastern wing of the hotel.   
 
Hotel Overnight Guests 
Rooms in the CFO block come with complimentary parking, complimentary wifi, and 
breakfast buffet (there may be fees associated for these if you don’t book with the CFO 
room block). All rooms have a 
microwave and mini-fridge. The 
hotel has EV Charging stations.  
 
Check-in is 4:00 pm. Check-out 
is 12:00 pm.  
 
Hotel Day-only Guests 
The conference area entrance 
door is at the rotunda you first 
encounter when approaching 
the building from Clydesdale 
Parkway (from the east). There 
is parking in this area. Parking 
will be free for all CFO 
convention participants, so 
attendees can simply ignore the 
parking signage displayed 
throughout the lot. 
 
Field Trip Departures 
In the mornings, field trips will be meeting and departing from the Rotunda in the 
Convention Center wing. All drivers should consider using the east parking lot to 
facilitate departure. 

Welcome Picnic 
Centennial Park - 977 W. First Street, Loveland, CO  
 
The park is located at the corner of First Street & Taft Avenue. The Big Thompson River 
runs along the north side of the park and the park is across from Jayhawker Ponds so 
bring your binoculars! The Welcome Picnic will be held at the only shelter in the park, 
near the baseball fields.  
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Keynote Speaker 
Muses in the Night: The Charm and Mystery of Owls and Their Power to Move Us 
to Action 

Marion Clément, Bird Conservancy of the Rockies 

From ethereal silhouettes to unforgettable encounters, owls have a way of capturing our 
imaginations—and sometimes, changing the course of our lives. In her talk, avian 
ecologist Marion Clément shares how a fascination with owls first took hold and 
ultimately shaped her career in conservation science. 

Marion explores the remarkable adaptations that make owls both captivating and 
challenging to study, before introducing three research efforts at Bird Conservancy of 
the Rockies that span species and scales: long-term monitoring of Mexican Spotted 
Owls and what it reveals about forest management, a volunteer-driven banding 
collaboration uncovering new insights into Northern Saw-whet Owls across North 
America, and a community-powered project focused on urban screech owls along 
Colorado’s Front Range. Woven throughout are stories of curiosity, collaboration, and 
connection: revealing how people inspired by owls have become essential partners in 
advancing research and conservation. This talk is both a celebration of owls and a 
testament to the power of wonder to spark meaningful action. 

Marion Clément is an avian ecologist specializing in raptor conservation and owl 
research. She has worked with owls since 2015, where an early American Barn Owl 
monitoring project sparked her passion for wildlife research. Marion spent five years as 
a wildlife biologist in Maryland before steering the launch of the Maryland Bird 
Conservancy Partnership, a nonprofit collaborative of conservation partners. She 
earned her M.S. from Clemson University, where she studied habitat selection of Barred 
Owls along an urban gradient. She moved to Colorado in 2020 to work on Threatened 
and Endangered Species with the U.S. Fish &amp; Wildlife Service and later joined Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies in 2022 to lead their Mexican Spotted Owl monitoring. She 
also coordinates a migratory owl banding station and a community supported urban 
screech owl project. Outside of work, Marion enjoys biking, rafting, salsa dancing, and 
painting. 
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Convention Attendance & Cancellation 
Policies 

All participants in the CFO 2026 convention are expected to: 

●​ Abide by the CFO Code of Conduct 
●​ Comply with the directions of the event leaders 

Participants on 2026 Convention field trips are expected to: 

●​ Stay with the group. 
●​ Notify the trip leader and the driver of the vehicle in which you are riding, if 

carpooling, of any plans to leave the group. 
●​ Make sure all carpool participants are in the vehicle when you leave any 

destination. 
●​ Not undertake any endeavor that would endanger your health, or the health of 

others, as you know it. 
●​ Observe all applicable rules of conduct, policy, regulation and law, whether on 

public or private lands. 
●​ Adhere to the American Birding Association Code of Birding Ethics. 

Non-smoking policy 
Smoking is not permitted at any time or any place during the 2026 Convention, including 
field trips. 

Pet Policy 
No pets (other than ADA service animals) are allowed during convention events, 
including field trips, workshops, socials, banquet, and science session. 

Cancellation Refund Policy 
CFO must receive written notification of registration cancellation on or by May 7th to 
receive a full refund. Deadlines for partial refunds for registration cancellation or 
modifications are May 13th (80% of total order) and May 18th (50% of total order). 

Convention Artwork 
The art featured for our 2026 convention shirts was created by Moira Wisteria, a student 
at MSU Denver. The art pictures a male Chestnut-collared Longspur in its display flight 
with a Prairie Falcon soaring overhead. Moira has been an illustrator for over 10 years, 
and their passion for conservation and biodiversity has influenced their artistic style ever 
since they could first hold a pencil. An art major turned biology major, they blend their 
love of the arts and animals into each piece they create.You can find them on ​
Instagram @moirastrapia.777 
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Name Badge & Merch Pick Up  
Those attending the Welcome Picnic can pick up their name badges, any purchased 
merchandise, and other information from 5:30 to 8:00pm during the Welcome Picnic.  

If you are not able to attend the Welcome Picnic, the name badges will be available at 
the Info Table in the Lake Loveland room during the hours that it is open.  

Convention Shirts & Hats 
For those who ordered a shirt or hat, these can be picked up during the Thursday 
Welcome Picnic or from the Info Table when it is open.  

There may be a few additional shirts available for sale but availability or sizing is not 
guaranteed. These extra shirts would be available starting on Friday afternoon at the 
info table. A limited number of CFO hats will also be available.  

Short-sleeved Unisex Shirt (S-4XL) -  $22 - In a beautiful blue color representing the 
clear Colorado skies.  

Short-sleeved Women’s V neck Shirt (XS-4XL) - $22 - In a beautiful blue color 
representing the clear Colorado skies. 

Long-sleeved Unisex Shirt - $32 - In a rich green, this shirt hints at the grasslands and 
forest that we’ll be visiting during the conference.  

CFO Hat - $25 - Embroidered CFO logo on front of ballcap.  

Food 
Welcome Picnic 
The Welcome Picnic is included in your registration; you do not need a ticket for this 
event. Please help us reduce waste by bringing your own re-usable plate (or bowl), 
silverware, and cup. Please do not bring glass items to the park.   

Breakfasts 
For guests staying at the convention hotel, Embassy Suites Hilton, the hotel’s breakfast 
buffet will be open daily from 4:30am - 9/10:30am (weekdays/weekends respectively). 
Plates will be allowed to be taken into the Rotunda/High Meadows Hall where the field 
trips will be meeting and there will be a station to drop off the plates there.   

Convention Participants Not Staying at Embassy Suites Hilton 
Convention participants not staying at the Embassy Suites Hilton can purchase the 
Breakfast Buffet for $17 per day. All breakfasts must be purchased by 14 May.  

An email has been sent to registered participants with information on how to purchase 
these tickets (search for subject line: "Breakfast buffet for non-Embassy Suites 
convention guests" ).   
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Convention participants who do not stay at the Hilton and do not purchase the buffet will 
need to provide their own breakfast and morning coffee as these will not be available 
to them. 

Lunches 
Those who ordered a lunch during the registration, can pick up their lunch each 
morning from the Lake Loveland room area.   

In the convention app, your lunch selection will show on the My Agenda section.  
Please only take the lunch item you ordered or else you are taking someone 
else's lunch. There are no extras prepared.  

Banquet 
The CFO Banquet and Annual Meeting is a ticketed event that had to be purchased 
during CFO registration.  

If you registered for the banquet, in your name badge will be a colored paper ticket that 
designates the meal option you selected. Please place this on/near your plate at the 
table so the server brings you the correct meal.  

 

Silent Auction  
Support student research and young birder development while snagging yourself some 
new artwork and other items! The silent auction is in the Snowberry/Golden Glow rooms 
on Friday (4:30–8:00 pm) and Saturday (12:00–5:00 pm). Learn more about CFO’s 
research grants and travel scholarships program.  

 
Exhibitor Hall 

The Exhibitor Hall will be in the Snowberry/Goldenglow room, please visit them during the 
convention.  All Sponsors will also have tables in the Exhibitor Hall except Colorado Wildlife 
Council.  

Colorado Crane Conservation Coalition 

Conservation Clay 

Earth Medicine Apparel Co.  

Environment for the Americas 

Front Range Birding & Optics 

Fulcrum 

Holbrook Travel 

Opticron 

Reef to Rockies 

Toxostoma Magazine 

Wild Birds Unlimited - Fort Collins & 
Longmont 

Wild Honey Wares 
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Science Session Program 
May 30, 2026, 1:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

 

All convention registrants are welcome to attend the Science Session held in the 
Ballroom. Thank you to the Colorado Crane Conservation Coalition for sponsoring the 
2026 CFO Science Session Coffee Break.  

Schedule 
 

1:00-1:05 ​ Sondra Bland & Christy Carello; Opening remarks and session overview 

1:05-1:20 ​ Sara Padula; Using a population genomic approach to investigate local  
adaptations in spatial cognition in Black-capped Chickadees 

1:25-1:40​ Cristina Barros; Song function in female Red-winged Blackbirds 

1:45-2:00 ​ Holden Fox; Adaptive divergence and implications for translocation in  
Loggerhead Shrike 

2:05-2:20 ​ Veil Camacho & Bradley Allf; Measuring urban bird biodiversity with 
acoustic recordings 

2:25-2:40 ​ Julia Merfeld; Mindful Birding: Exploring the wellbeing benefits of engaging  
with wildlife 

2:45-3:00 ​ Break - Sponsored by the Colorado Crane Conservation Coalition,  Inc  

3:00-3:15 ​ Susan Bonfield; Advancing hummingbird conservation in the west 

3:20-3:35 ​ Bird City Colorado for bird conservation 

3:40-4:10 ​ Chuck Hundertmark; The evolution of birding tools: eBird gets even better 

4:10-4:15 ​ Christy Carello; Concluding remarks 

4:15-4:30 ​ Open Discussion 
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Abstracts 
 

Using a population genomic approach to investigate local adaptations in spatial 
cognition in  Black-capped Chickadees.  

Sara Padula (Sara.Padula@colorado.edu), Georgy Semenov, Theresa Burg, Scott 
Taylor. University of Colorado, Boulder.  

Understanding how complex traits evolve in natural populations remains a central 
challenge in  evolutionary biology, particularly for traits that are difficult to measure 
directly, such as cognition.  Local adaptation can shape phenotypic and genetic 
variation across environmental gradients, but  traditional approaches for testing it, such 
as reciprocal transplant experiments, are often not feasible  in highly mobile organisms 
like birds. Black-capped chickadees (Poecile atricapillus) provide a  powerful system for 
studying the evolution of cognition, as this non-migratory species relies on spatial  
memory to recover thousands of cached food items during winter, and previous work 
has shown that  individuals from harsher environments exhibit enhanced spatial 
cognitive abilities. These patterns  suggest that spatial memory may be an important 
target of selection across the species’ range. In this  study, I use a population genomic 
framework to investigate whether signatures of selection and  genotype–environment 
associations are enriched near genes associated with spatial cognition in  black-capped 
chickadees sampled across North America. Using whole-genome resequencing data, I  
combine complementary approaches, including genome scans for selective sweeps, 
allele  frequency–based summary statistics, and genotype–environment association 
analyses, and integrate  these results with prior work identifying candidate 
cognition-related genes. This work aims to evaluate  whether genomic regions under 
selection are associated with cognition and whether environmental  variation, 
particularly winter climate, predicts genetic variation at these loci. More broadly, this 
study  highlights how population genomic approaches can be used to investigate local 
adaptation in  complex traits in wild bird populations where direct experimental 
approaches are not feasible.  

Song Function in Female Red-winged Blackbirds  

Cristina Barros (cristina.barros@unco.edu), Lauryn Benedict, University of Northern 
Colorado  

Research on female birdsong in recent decades has drastically changed our 
understanding of  how birdsong functions, and has illuminated that females and males 
don’t always use song in the  same context, especially among temperate-zone species 
in which both sexes sing. Red-winged  Blackbirds are a socially gregarious species in 
which females sing frequently, yet there has not been  a wide consensus on the 
primary function for song use. I compared sexually dimorphic traits in  acoustic 
features of song, and tested for six possible functions of song in female Red-winged  
Blackbirds. Comparisons of average song features revealed that females exhibit wide 
intraindividual  variation, and possess song features that differ significantly from song 
features of male conspecifics.  Females were highly likely to sing to acoustic stimuli 
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provided by playback experiments (between  48% - 71% chance of singing), however 
likelihood to sing and singing latencies of adult females did  not differ across playback 
treatments. Female song rates significantly decreased in response to  playbacks of 
unfamiliar female rattle song. Spectro-temporal analyses showed that females  
significantly changed their songs in response to playback of their mates, and adult 
female  songs. Nestlings significantly increased begging intensity after playback of 
female songs. My results  partially support intra-pair communication, mate attraction, 
intrasexual competition, and parent offspring communication functions for female song. 
Female song in this species appears to be complex and multi-functional. 

 
 

Adaptive Divergence and Implications for Translocation in Loggerhead 
Shrike  

Holden Fox1 (Holden.Fox@colostate.edu), Amanda Carpenter1, Joan-Ferrer Obiol1, 
Jim Saracco2,  Christen Bossu1, Alisa Samuelson3, Allisyn Gillet4, Amy Chabot5, Kristen 
Ruegg11. Department of  Biology, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado, 
USA; 2. The Institute for Bird Populations,  Petaluma, California, USA; 3. Department of 
Biology, Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada;  4. Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources, Indianapolis, Indiana, USA; 5. African Lion Safari,  Cambridge, 
Ontario, Canada  

Global biodiversity loss has heightened concern about the erosion of genetic diversity in  
declining populations, fueling interest in assisted gene flow as a strategy to preserve 
evolutionary  potential. However, successful assisted gene flow efforts require 
identifying source populations that  minimize the risk of outbreeding depression while 
simultaneously enhancing standing genetic  variation and long-term resilience of 
recipient populations in the face of global change. Advances in  conservation genomics 
now enable decisions to be guided by patterns of both neutral and adaptive  genetic 
variation, but comprehensive range-wide examples remain rare. We used 
whole-genome  sequencing to evaluate the potential for assisted gene flow in the 
Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius  ludovicianus), a declining grassland bird that is the focus of 
numerous conservation efforts in the  Channel Islands, Canada and the Eastern United 
States. Using whole genome data from 324  individuals across their range, including 
both endangered populations and endemic island forms, we  assess population 
structure, patterns of genetic diversity, and recent changes in effective population  size. 
In so doing, we identify four conservation units across the continental range and 
pinpoint regions  within the West and Ontario/Central populations where reductions in 
effective size are near or below  recommended minimum values to maintain 
evolutionary potential and avoid inbreeding. We show  how patterns of adaptive and 
neutral genetic variation can be used to identify the best source  populations for 
assisted gene flow. More broadly, this study shows how combining landscape  
genomics and adaptive variation can guide translocation decisions and offers a 
framework for  conservation planning in at-risk species.  
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Measuring Urban Bird Biodiversity with Acoustic Recordings  

Veil Camacho (Veil.halligan@colostate.edu), Bradley Allf, Sara Bombaci. Colorado 
State University.  

Understanding what drives bird diversity in urban environments is a central challenge 
for both  ecology and conservation, yet commonly used datasets (e.g., eBird) are often 
spatially biased toward  locations where birders choose to go. This bias limits our ability 
to infer how birds are distributed  across the full range of urban neighborhoods and 
environmental conditions. To address this gap, we  developed Concrete Chorus, a 
community science project that uses randomized site selection and  standardized 
acoustic sampling to measure urban bird richness. In 2025, we piloted this approach in  
Durham, North Carolina, recruiting volunteers to collect short (3-minute) bird sound 
recordings at  assigned sites across the city using smartphone apps. A key question for 
scaling this approach is  whether smartphone-based recordings can provide data 
comparable to traditional autonomous  recording units (ARUs). Preliminary validation 
analyses indicate that recordings collected by  volunteers using smartphones yield 
similar estimates of species richness to ARU deployments at the  same sites. Early 
results from North Carolina, and emerging data from Colorado and other cities,  
suggest that urban bird richness is strongly associated with landscape features such as 
tree canopy  cover, green space, and proximity to water, with additional evidence for 
socioeconomic gradients  consistent with the “luxury effect.” Together, these findings 
highlight the potential of structured community science to generate high-quality, 
spatially representative biodiversity data in cities,  offering a scalable path forward for 
understanding and managing urban ecosystems.  

Mindful Birding: Exploring the Wellbeing Benefits of Engaging with Wildlife  

Julia Merfeld (Julia.Merfeld@colostate.edu), Sarah Walker, Caitlin Wells, Jill 
Zaretsky. Colorado State University.  

A growing body of research has focused on the impacts of nature exposure and 
mindfulness  practices, uncovering more tools to help combat human health and 
wellbeing concerns. Yet, little  research has investigated wildlife’s role in the wellbeing 
benefits of nature. Some groups advocate  ‘mindful birding’, which pairs principles of 
mindfulness with nature exposure to improve wellbeing, but  the impacts of engaging 
with wildlife through a mindfulness practice are still unknown. Building from  previous 
research on the beneficial impacts of spending time in nature and the effects of 
engaging in  mindfulness on mental health and well-being, birding may have similar 
positive implications. This  study investigated potential wellbeing benefits people 
receive from birding, the key qualities of those  benefits, and how those benefits 
compare between student and general populations. Participants  were interviewed 
about their experiences of birding and the perceived qualities of impactful birding  
practices. The impacts and qualities were visualized by creating a diagram of 
participants’ mental  models during the in-person interviews, with an opportunity 
post-interview for revision or clarification  from the participant. Study results indicate 
that, as a result of birding, participants perceived  increased well-being socially, 
emotionally, and in connection to nature. We conclude with recommendations 
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regarding nature exposure and mindfulness practices that support the wellbeing of  
people and wildlife.  

Advancing Hummingbird Conservation in the West  

Susan Bonfield (sbonfield@environmentamericas.org), Environment for the Americas  

Hummingbirds are charismatic pollinators across the Americas, yet many migratory 
species face growing threats from habitat loss, climate change, and declining floral 
resources and insects. The Western Hummingbird Partnership works to advance the 
conservation of hummingbirds through collaborative research, habitat stewardship, 
education, and community engagement across the western United States and beyond. 
This presentation will provide an update on current initiatives  focused on protecting 
migratory hummingbirds and the habitats they depend on. We will highlight  recent 
research efforts that are improving our understanding of hummingbird distribution, 
migration  patterns, and conservation needs. In addition, we will introduce the 
Hummingbird Feeder Project, an  initiative that explores nectar feeders, their users, 
and how we can gather data and improve feeder  maintenance. Participants will also 
learn about the upcoming Hummingbird Training Workshop to be  held in Sedona, 
Arizona which will bring together researchers, land managers, educators, and  
community scientists to share knowledge and practical tools for hummingbird 
monitoring and  conservation. The workshop will include hands-on training, field 
experiences, and opportunities to  build partnerships that strengthen hummingbird 
conservation efforts across the region.  

Bird City Colorado for Bird Conservation  

David Sutherland (dsutherland@environmentamericas.org), Environment for the 
Americas  

The Bird City Colorado program motivates cities and towns to make their 
communities safer and more sustainable for birds through a structured framework of 
conservation actions. Participating communities commit to implementing activities 
that protect and restore habitat, reduce threats such as window collisions and light 
pollution, provide sustainable landscape practices, engage residents in community 
science and education, and celebrate World Migratory Bird Day. In this presentation, 
we will introduce the Bird City Colorado program and outline the requirements for 
communities seeking designation. We will share practical examples from participating 
communities along the Front Range, highlighting successful initiatives such as habitat 
restoration projects, bird-friendly policy development, public education campaigns, 
and community events that bring residents together around bird conservation. These 
stories demonstrate how local governments, nonprofits, educators, and volunteers 
can collaborate to create measurable conservation outcomes while strengthening 
community connections to nature. Attendees will gain a clear understanding of how 
the program works, the types of actions communities can implement, and the benefits 
of participation for both birds and residents. We will also discuss opportunities to 
expand the program to additional communities and share resources available to help 
municipalities begin their Bird City journey.  
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The Evolution of Birding Tools: eBird gets even better  

Chuck Hundertmark (chundertmark@cobirds.org), President, Colorado Field 
Ornithologists  

In the mid-20th century and early 21st century, birders who started looking beyond their 
own  back yard quickly added one or more bird-finding guides to their libraries. As 
birding moved rapidly  into the digital world in the 21st century, online bird-finding guides 
emerged including CFO’s County  Birding web sites. Concurrently, Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology launched eBird. In 2023, CFO  shared its County Birding data with Birding 
Hotspots, a crowd-sourced bird-finding web site intended  to cover every eBird hotspot 
in the United States, and indeed, the world. This spring, Birding Hotspots  data has 
been merged with eBird, making eBird the comprehensive birding tool that many of us  
wished for. That vision needs the help of many birders to make it complete. This talk will 
explore  where we’ve come, how you can use the new eBird tools, where patience will 
be needed, and where  you can help. 
 

 

Field Trips 

General Information 
Meeting Location 
All field trips, except Thursday and Monday, will meet in the Rotunda area of the Embassy 
Suites by Hilton - Loveland unless otherwise noted. Please arrive to meet your group 15 
minutes prior to your trip departure time.  

Carpooling & Trip Logistics 
Two weeks prior to the convention, the primary trip leader will contact the participants in their trip 
and arrange for carpooling (excluding arrival/departure trips).  

Drivers should have a full tank of gas or a fully charged vehicle prior to meeting with 
their group.  

Plan for the carpool group to reimburse the driver at the rate of 70 cents per mile. The cost is 
divided among the passengers and the driver is included in the calculations when figuring out 
the per person costs. Any trip mileage listed in this document is approximate and is intended to 
give participants an idea of how much driving there is likely to be.  

Special Location Passes 

National Park Pass–The trips scheduled into the Rocky Mountain National Park will be done in 
conjunction with parks personnel; no separate pass is needed. No other trips will enter a 
National Park. 

State Parks Pass – Field trips that include a State Park visit, will require each driver to have a 
State Parks Pass. Colorado drivers may have purchased this pass as part of car registration. If 
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not, these can be obtained at most entrance stations or 
https://cpw.state.co.us/buyapply/Pages/AnnualPassInfo.aspx . For the trip to the Wyoming State 
Park, all participants should expect to contribute to the entrance fee for the car they ride in.   

State Wildlife Area – Field trips that include a State Wildlife Area visit, require everyone 16 
years or older to have a valid hunting or fishing license or a SWA pass. Passes can be 
purchased at https://www.cpwshop.com/poshome.page  

Changing/Cancelling Trips 
Prior to 27 May, if you wish to change to a trip that is not filled or cancel going on a trip, please 
contact us at info@cobirds.org with the trip number you want to attend and the one you want to 
transfer from/cancel.  

Starting Wednesday May 27th, all field trip changes will need to be coordinated directly with the 
trip leaders. By that point they have already made carpool arrangements and we need to ensure 
that they can accept the change. It is also your responsibility to contact the trip leader of the trip 
you registered to notify them that you will not be on the trip.  You can contact specific trip 
leaders using the CFO Convention App – no not assume that trip leaders have received your 
message unless you get a reply to them.   

Thursday Trips 
TH1 Arrival Trip from the Southern Front Range with Bird Banding 
Observation at Chatfield – Easy – Full Day 
7:00 am - 4:00 pm  
Leaders: Diana Beatty 

This caravan trip will begin in the Colorado Springs area. The primary stop before the 
convention hotel will be to observe bird banding at Chatfield State Park. Another likely stop is to 
the Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge. Additional stops may be scheduled 
before the banding on the way to the convention area. 

TH2 Self-Guided Arrival Trip from the Western Slope 
All participants who sign up for this trip will be emailed a list of recommended birding stops 
between Grand Junction and Loveland. Bird at your own pace on your drive to Loveland (or on 
the way back if you prefer).  

There are multiple travel paths to bird your way from the western part of the state to the 
Loveland convention. This guide provides birding locations along 4 routes. They begin in the 
central west region of the state, but can be picked up anywhere along the route. If you are 
coming from further afield and want additional stop suggestions, contact us, and we will help 
you. 

Some stops may include state parks or other fee/pass areas and routes may include toll roads – 
please observe all restrictions and fees. For any route over 6 hours drive time, we suggest the 
full route may be better covered over two days instead of one.   

Please customize your stop choices to suit your individual preferences and needs. We 
recommend you use eBird, paper maps, and other similar resources to research each proposed 
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stop to guide your final choices as well as local driving/parking conditions and directions. 
Remember that cell service may be unreliable in some locations. 

No maximum participant size for this trip. 

Friday Trips 
FR1 Rocky Mountain National Park – Difficult – Full Day 
FR1: 6:15 am - 4:00 pm; John Haycraft 

$35 Trip Fee added to Registration 

Rocky Mountain National Park (RMNP) is a gem of the U.S. National Park System. It spans 
elevations from approximately 7,900’ to 14,260’ and contains montane, subalpine, and alpine 
ecosystems. Our morning will start with the drive up the canyon to Estes Park where we’ll make 
several stops near town to look for waterfowl and warblers at Lake Estes and/or the 
Matthews-Reeser Bird Sanctuary. Then the group will meet up with our partners from Rocky 
Mountain Conservancy, board the Conservancy shuttle, and continue into the national park. The 
shuttle will return to the carpool vehicles at the end of the day. 

Within RMNP, this trip will stop at a variety of trailheads and overlooks to look for birds in each 
ecosystem. Stops will depend on weather, snowpack and trail conditions, and leader 
preference. There may be up to 3 miles of relatively flat hiking over uneven terrain, but given 
the elevation this could be more challenging than a similar hike at lower elevations. If 
weather/roads allow, trips may go up to an elevation of 12,000 feet to look for White-tailed 
Ptarmigan. Other target species for the day include: geese and ducks; osprey, eagles, and other 
raptors; Red-naped Sapsucker and other woodpeckers; Clark’s Nutcracker; Canada Jay; Hermit 
Thrush; Brewer’s Blackbird; pipit; American Dipper; Brown-capped Rosy Finches; Black-headed 
and Pine Grosbeaks; Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglet; and a variety of sparrows, 
finches, hummingbirds, tanagers, and warblers. 

Participants should dress in layers and be prepared for a range of conditions including cold, 
windy conditions at higher elevations. Bathrooms (vault toilets) will be available at trailheads 
throughout the day. Participants should bring sunscreen, sunglasses, clothing layers, food and 
water, and anything else necessary for a comfortable day and should be prepared to switch 
from carpool vehicles into shuttles and back again. 

These trips are conducted with the assistance of Rocky Mountain Conservancy who will provide 
shuttle transportation from Estes Park to all points within the national park. The Conservancy 
handles all park entry fees and permits for CFO.  

There is an additional per-participant cost of $35 required for this trip to pay for the 
shuttle, driver, and entrance/permits. A national parks pass is not necessary for each person, 
nor can this additional cost be waived for people who already have a parks pass. Participants 
are expected to contribute to the carpool drivers driving up and back from Loveland. 

Roundtrip mileage is 75 miles for the carpools between Loveland and Estes Park. Additional 
driving in the Conservancy shuttle can be up to 60 miles depending on stops. 

This trip is also offered on Saturday and Sunday. 
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FR2 A Day on the Pawnee – Medium – Full Day 
5:30 am - 4:00 pm; Leaders: Kathy Kay & Jed Smith 

Explore Pawnee National Grasslands and prairie wetlands. Crow Valley Campground is a 
migration oasis on the western edge of the Central Flyway. It boasts 35 species of warbler on its 
checklist. If the weather is right, this stop can be loaded with migrants. After exploring the 
riparian area in the campground, we’ll continue to the prairie looking for water. Where we find 
water, we find lots of birds. Our targets include Mountain Plover, Long-billed Curlew, Burrowing 
Owl, Chestnut-collared and Thick-billed Longspurs. The sparrow variety is outstanding with 
possible Grasshopper, Brewer’s, Chipping, Lark, Vesper, Savannah, and maybe even Cassin’s. 
Horned Larks and Lark Buntings should be common. If you like raptors, this is your trip. Just 
about every buteo, eagle, and falcon found in Colorado are possible.  

Bring plenty to eat and drink. There will be limited restrooms available on this trip as we will be 
on the prairie. It will be tons of fun! 

About 100 miles round trip. 

This trip is also offered on Saturday and Sunday.  

Full - FR3 Wyoming Hereford Ranch – Easy – Full Day 
5:30 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: David Wade & Debbie Tubridy 

The Wyoming Hereford Ranch is a haven for birdlife, serving as a home for many species 
throughout all or part of the year. With several miles of Crow Creek winding through the 
property, along with numerous 100-year-old cottonwood trees, willows, spruce, and pine, the 
ranch offers exceptional and diverse habitat. Birders can expect to see 60–80 species regularly, 
representing riparian, field, and forest communities. Established in 1883, this historic working 
ranch blends rich heritage with outstanding natural beauty. Located about an hour from the 
convention, the Hereford Ranch is a stunning destination for anyone interested in experiencing 
birding in Wyoming. 

Roundtrip mileage is 100 miles. 

This trip is also offered on Saturday. 

FR4 Gilpin County Busting – Medium – Full Day 
5:45 am - 3:30pm; Leaders: Helen Butts & Ryan Corda 

Looking to increase your Gilpin County species list? This birding trip offers an excellent 
opportunity to add a wide variety of mountain and foothills birds. From classic mountain species 
like Red-naped Sapsuckers, Black-headed Grosbeaks, Pine Siskins, Mountain Bluebirds, and 
Fox Sparrows to the classic Pygmy Nuthatch and Mountain Chickadees, the objective of this 
field trip is to find as many species as possible, starting at Tolland Road where the diversity is 
impressive. Heading down closer to Black Hawk, we may also encounter Green-tailed Towhees, 
Virginia’s Warblers, most—if not all—of the local swallow species, White-crowned and Lincoln’s 
Sparrows and who knows what other delights as we make our way though this under-birded 
county. Exploring habitats throughout Gilpin County, this outing is ideal for building out your 
county list while enjoying some delightful birding terrain. 

175 miles round trip. 
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This trip is also offered on Saturday and Sunday. 

FR5 Round Mountain Hike – Strenuous – Full Day 
6:00 am - 4:00 pm; Leaders: Irene Fortune 

On this trip, we will hike the Round Mountain Trail to see birds that also live in Rocky Mountain 
National Park, but are here at a lower elevation.  Clark's Nutcracker, Dusky Grouse, Brown 
Creeper, Plumbeous Vireo, MacGillivray's Warbler, Black-headed Grosbeak, Lazuli Bunting. 
Saw-whet and Pygmy Owls and American Three-toed Woodpecker have been seen or heard 
along the trail. This trail climbs from 5,800 to 8,450 feet in 4.5 miles - it is quite steep in both 
directions and the footing is rocky.  

Roundtrip mileage is 40 miles. 

FR6 Boulder Foothills Hotspots – Medium – Full Day 
5:15 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: Sue Riffe & Pam Lauman 

Enjoy some amazing foothill birds on this loop around Lyons and the St Vrain River corridor. 
Black-headed Grosbeak, Bullock’s Oriole, Yellow-breasted Chat, Lazuli Bunting, Rock Wren, 
Violet-green Swallows, Woodhouse’s Scrub Jay, Green-tailed Towhee, flycatchers, 
woodpeckers, hummingbirds and American Dipper are some of the targets on this delightful trip. 
We could also get some late migrants moving through. About two miles of walking is needed on 
flat pavement and by slowly going uphill on dirt trails. Full day locations include Old St. Vrain 
Road, Deadman Gulch, Hall Ranch, feeders, Rabbit Mountain Open Space and the St. Vrain 
River. 

Roundtrip mileage is 83 miles. 

This trip is also offered as a half-day trip on Saturday. 

FULL - FR7 Young Gulch (Poudre Canyon) – Difficult – Full Day 
5:45 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: Nathan Pieplow & Sondra Bland 

Young Gulch offers a beautiful hike along a stream, with varied terrain and vegetation. Lewis’s 
Woodpecker and Red-headed Woodpeckers breed along this trail and are probably easier to 
find here than anywhere else in Larimer County. Northern Pygmy-Owls are often heard and 
occasionally seen. It is also a hotspot for a wide variety of more common birds that breed in the 
lower elevation mountains, such as Plumbeous Vireo, Western Tanager, Virginia’s Warbler, 
Black-headed Grosbeak, and Western Flycatcher.  

Expect steady but gentle uphill climb for 2+ miles, depending on when the group chooses to turn 
around; the return trip is on the same trail. The trail is unpaved, rocky in places, and there are 
numerous stream crossings, some on single plank “bridges” no wider than a person’s foot. 

Roundtrip mileage is 80 miles. 

FR8 Wyoming: Curt Gowdy State Park and Medicine Bow 
National Forest – Medium – Full Day 
5:30 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: Lara Cueni & Isaac Boardman 
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Want to get some Wyoming state birds? This is a trip for you! We’ll travel up to Wyoming where 
we’ll bird in both Albany and Laramie counties, visiting Curt Gowdy State Park as well as a 
couple of spots in the Medicine Bow National Forest. Habitats visited will include montane 
woodland at a variety of elevations, riparian, and reservoirs, giving us a good variety of birds for 
the day. Expected species include Prairie Falcon, Bald Eagles, White-throated Swifts, several 
species of swallows, several species of flycatchers, Red-naped Sapsuckers, Black-headed 
Grosbeak, Green-tailed Towhee, Mountain Bluebird, Brewer’s Blackbirds, and much more! 

Bring warm layers since we’re going uphill, sunblock, lunch, snacks, water, and binoculars. 
Scopes are helpful! Expect to walk a couple of miles throughout the day over several stops.  

Expect to share entrance fees of $22 per car (if 4 persons in the car, that’s ~$5 per person). 

Roundtrip mileage is 200 miles. 

This trip is also offered on Sunday. 

FR9 Estes Park Loop – Medium – Full Day 
6:00 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: Don Marsh & Isabelle Busch 

On this trip, we’ll travel up to Estes Park and back! Stops will likely include Devil’s Backbone 
and/or Morey Wildlife Area at the base of Hwy 34 in Loveland, Mathews-Reeser Bird Sanctuary 
in Estes Park, the town Allenspark, and Old St. Vrain Road in Lyons. Expect windy mountain 
roads, a decent amount of walking, and a solid variety of birds. Expected species include Lazuli 
Bunting, migrating warblers, mountain species such as Steller’s Jay and Clark’s Nutcrackers; 
Wild Turkeys, White-throated Swifts, Canyon Wrens, and American Dippers. Note: this trip does 
NOT go into Rocky Mountain National Park. 

Roundtrip mileage is 88 miles. 

FULL – FR10 Larimer County Busting – Medium – Full Day 
5:15 am - 4:00 pm; Leaders: Nick Komar & Zak Hepler 
 
This itinerary starts at high elevation in Estes Park for mountain species (White-tailed 
Ptarmigan, Brown-capped Rosy-Finch, Northern Pygmy-owl, Pine Grosbeak). We could get 
Williamson’s Sapsucker, Red-napped Sapsucker, Dusky or Hammond’s Flycatchers or more if 
we’re lucky. Depending on our choices, we’ll go to Lake Estes for migrants, Pygmy Nuthatch, 
Gray Catbird, Bald Eagle, and Osprey. Big Thompson Canyon for American Dipper, Lazuli 
Bunting, and Yellow-breasted Chat. Oxbow Natural Area for Eastern Phoebe, Western Warbling 
Vireo. The cattail pond area for White-faced Ibis, Bobolink, White-winged Dove. Dixon Reservoir 
for Rock Wren, Canyon Wren, Lark Sparrow. Prospect Ponds Natural Area for passerine 
migrants.  County Road 5 grasslands for Lark Bunting, Grasshopper sparrow, Chestnut-collared 
Longspur, and Thick-billed Longspur. Expect a long day with a trip duration 10+ hrs, roughly 150 
miles, elevation range 5000 ft to 12,000 ft. 
 
Roundtrip mileage is ~150 miles. This trip is also offered on Sunday. 

FR11 Longmont Hotspots – Medium – Full Day 
6:15 am – 4:00 pm Leaders: Audrey Hicks & Jenyva Fox 
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The St. Vrain River runs through Longmont and has created lots of wonderful birding areas. We 
will visit the river, muddy edged pond, fields, a lake, a sandstone cliff, and lots of riparian habitat. 
With this much varied habitat, a large bird list should be guaranteed. Expect about 2-3 total 
miles of easy flat walking. Targets include breeding and migrant waterbirds, shorebirds, 
flycatchers, vireos, swallows, sparrows and warblers. Specific targets are Cinnamon Teal, 
Virginia Rail, Franklin’s Gull, Clark’s Grebe, Great Horned Owl, Rock Wren, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, Bullock’s Oriole, Lark Sparrow, Yellow-headed Blackbird, and Common Yellowthroat to 
name just a few. Locations include Golden Ponds Nature Area, Lagerman Reservoir, Jim Hamm 
Nature Area, Union Reservoir, Sandstone Ranch and St. Vrain State Park (state parks pass 
required). 

Roundtrip mileage is 75 miles. 

This trip is also offered on Sunday. 

 

FR12 High-Elevation Birding at Guanella Pass – Difficult – Full 
Day 

5:45 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: Ryan Dibala & Diana Beatty 

Join us for a full-day journey into Colorado’s breathtaking alpine tundra in search of two of the 
state’s most iconic high-elevation birds: the White-tailed Ptarmigan and Brown-capped 
Rosy-Finch. We’ll explore the sweeping ridgelines around Loveland Pass and, weather 
permitting, venture to Guanella Pass, taking in panoramic views of the Continental Divide while 
learning about the remarkable life history, ecology, and conservation challenges that shape 
these elusive species. 

Along the way, we’ll keep an eye out for other charismatic mountain birds such as Common 
Raven, Red-tailed Hawk, Prairie Falcon, Horned Lark, Mountain Bluebird, Clark’s Nutcracker, 
Pine Grosbeak, Pine Siskin, Red Crossbill, and White-crowned Sparrow. Whether you’re 
building your alpine species list or simply eager for a memorable day in the high country, this 
field trip promises incredible scenery, unique wildlife encounters, and expert naturalist insight. 

Be prepared for true alpine conditions. Snow will likely still be present in the high country, adding 
its own challenges. Microspikes or yak trax are highly recommended. Expect to cover some 
ground at high elevation, including some areas that are steep and likely still with snow cover. 
Dress in warm layers, bring sunscreen and sunglasses, and pack food and water for the day. 
Restrooms are available in Georgetown and there are vault toilets at the top of Guanella Pass. 

Come ready for adventure — and for a chance to witness some of Colorado’s most 
extraordinary birds in one of its most spectacular landscapes. 

Round trip mileage is 200 miles.  

CANCELLED - FR13 Estes Park - Bird Banding at the YMCA  – 
Easy – Half Day 
5:15 am - 11:00 am Leaders: Scott Rashid  
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FR14 Lory State Park – Medium – Half Day 
 
6:45am - 12:00pm 
Leader: Carly Crow & Andrew McFadden 

Lory SP has a variety of habitats: coniferous forests, shrub/glassland, and riparian. Trails range from 
easy to difficult and are not paved/accessible friendly. Potential target species include American 
Goshawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Red-eyed Vireo, and Swainson’s Thrush, 
nesting Peregrines. Vault facilities are located at the majority of the trailheads and the park has a visitor 
center which is typically open from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. (dependent upon staff 
availability). Please bring plenty of water and snacks. Insect repellent and sun protection are also 
recommended. State park pass required for each vehicle. 
 
Roundtrip mileage is about 60 miles.  
 
This trip is also offered on Saturday and Sunday. 

FR15 Fort Collins West  – Medium – Half Day 
7:00 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: Sheila Webber & John Higgins 

This trip will have a very short list of desired “target” species but should produce a decent 
species list, as we will visit some of the birdiest spots tucked between urban Fort Collins and the 
foothills to the west. Itinerary will be adjusted based on recent sightings. Probable stops include 
Coyote Ridge and Reservoir Ridge Natural Areas for grassland birds and birds of prey, and 
Dixon Reservoir and Grandview Cemetery for warblers, orioles, and other colorful passerines. 
Other possible stops include Cathy Fromme Prairie, Red Fox Meadows Natural Area, and 
Bingham Hill Cemetery. Target species may include Golden Eagle, Empidonax flycatchers, 
Grasshopper Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, warblers, Bobolink, and Dickcissel. Expect some 
walking (less than 2 miles total) on mostly flat but mostly unpaved surfaces. 
 
Round trip mileage is about 50 miles. 
 
This trip is also offered on Saturday and Sunday. 

FR16 Bird Banding at Pine Ridge Natural Area  – Easy – Half Day 
6:00 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: Edward Landi 
 
The Pineridge Banding station, started in 2023 by Bird Conservancy of the Rockies, sits along 
the shores of Dixon Reservoir inside Pineridge Natural Area. This site is an excellent migrant 
stopover due to the high-quality riparian habitat that lines the shore of Dixon Reservoir. 
Participants will join Bird Conservancy of the Rockies ecologists and educators to see the 
banding operations up close, like the extraction of birds from mist nets, processing, and even a 
chance to release birds if enough are caught.  
 
The group will spend ample time in between banding operations inside the groves of 
cottonwoods and willows, looking for migrating songbirds. Target species will be Northern Yellow 
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Warbler, Western Warbling Vireo, Northern House Wren, Bullock’s Oriole, Least Flycatcher, and 
any other rare migrants including eastern warblers.  
 
Participants should be prepared to walk 2 miles of unpaved, gently sloped trails around Dixon 
reservoir, along with a visit to the adjacent Maxwell Natural Area if time permits. 

Roundtrip mileage is about 40 miles. 
 
This trip is also offered on Saturday. 

Saturday Trips 
FULL – SA1 Rocky Mountain National Park – Difficult – Full Day 
SA1b: 5:30 am - 4:00 pm; Jed Smith 

See description for FR1. Also offered on Friday and Sunday. 

FULL – SA2 A Day on the Pawnee – Medium – Full Day 
5:30 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: Linda Lee & Diane Hutton 

See description for FR2. Also offered on Friday and Sunday. 

FULL – SA3 Wyoming Hereford Ranch – Easy – Full Day 
5:30 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: Nathan Pieplow & Helen Butts 

See description for FR3. 

SA4 Gilpin County Busting – Medium – Full Day 
5:45 am - 4:00pm 
Leaders: Lara Cueni & Audrey Hicks 

See description for FR4. Also offered on Friday and Sunday. 

SA5 Butterflies with Christian Nunes – Difficult – Full Day 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: Christian Nunes & Diana Beatty 

Join former CFO VP Christian Nunes on a fun, slow paced outing to study and enjoy butterflies 
on National Forest lands near Pinewood Springs. We will explore roadside riparian areas, a 
small hilltop and a leisurely hike along the Coulson Gulch Trail. Come with cameras in hand as 
we seek out areas with abundant flowers and wet mud where butterflies congregate. We will 
discuss butterfly identification, host plant associations, and behavior. We expect to hike the 
Coulson Gulch Trail (Coulson Gulch Trail, Colorado - 1,035 Reviews, Map | AllTrails) and 
explore areas along Larimer CR 47 and Johnny Park OHV Trail. Coulson Gulch Trail is a 
moderately steep trail that is all downhill one way, then all uphill to get back to the trailhead. 
There won't be any restroom facilities anywhere, only the great outdoors.  
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Round trip mileage is 90 miles. 

SA6 Boulder Foothills Hotspots – Medium – Half Day 
5:15 am – 12:00 pm Leaders: Sue Riffe & Isabelle Busch 

See description for FR1. With this being a half day trip, overall drive time will be less. Hotspots 
will likely include Old St Vrain Rd, Deadman Gulch, feeders, and McCall Lake. 

SA7 Bird Banding at Pine Ridge Natural Area – Easy – Half-Day 
6:00 am - 12:00pm Leaders: Edward Landi 

See description for FR16. Also offered on Friday. 

SA8 Timnath Reservoir – Easy – Half Day 
6:45 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: Kathy Kay & Don Marsh 

This trip will visit a large reservoir that is one of the top hotspots in northern Colorado in terms of 
species diversity. The reservoir can be accessed via a town park on one side, a multi-use trail 
along part (not all) of the shoreline, and at a few publicly accessible viewing spots within a 
developed neighborhood. Waterfowl, wading birds, gulls and terns, and late-migrating 
shorebirds can be abundant in late May. A wide variety of resident and migrating passerines 
make use of the trees and shrubs along the multi-use trail and in the park. 

Expect some walking on flat surfaces that are mostly but not entirely paved. We plan to walk 
less than 2 miles total. 

Roundtrip distance is about 30 miles. 

This trip is also offered on Sunday. 

SA9 Bobcat Ridge Natural Area – Difficult – Half Day 
5:45 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: Denise Bretting & Ryan Corda 

Nestled in stunning red rock cliffs, Bobcat Ridge Natural Area is an excellent example of a 
foothills area hit hard by wildfire and how it is changing, both vegetation and bird-wise. On this 
trip, we’ll hike one of the trails taking us through varied habitats. Species of birds we may see 
include Wild Turkey, scrub-jay, Canyon Wren, Spotted Towhee and more! 

Roundtrip mileage is 38 miles. 

This trip is also offered on Sunday. 

SA10 Fort Collins West  – Medium – Half Day 
6:15 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: John Haycraft & Debbie Turbidy 

See trip description for FR15. Also offered on Friday and Sunday. 
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SA11 Loveland Birding by Bicycle – Medium – Half-Day 
6:00 am - 12:00 pm Leader: Nick Komar 
 
Biking is an excellent way to reduce our carbon footprint while enjoying our favorite pastime. 
The city of Loveland hosts an excellent bicycle trail system, with mainly paved trails. For this 
trip, we will assemble at the Centerra Park and Ride, just a few minutes by bicycle from the 
Embassy Suites Hilton hotel. Please bring a hybrid or mountain bike for this trip as there are 
some gravel spots –although there are no significant hills on this ride. Type I and II e-bikes are 
also allowed.  An on-call follow car with a bike rack is available to support you!  Along the trails 
we expect to encounter a wide variety of resident and migrating birds, including land birds and 
waterfowl. This half day trip will loop east on the Big Thompson River Trail through Old Saint 
Louis and Willow Bend Natural Areas. 
 
Expect to bike up to 15 miles. 

SA12 Big Thompson & Loveland Sculpture Park – Easy – Half 
Day 
7:00 am – 12:00 pm Leader: Irene Fortune 

Easy! birding along the Big Thompson River and Loveland Sculpture Park.  Loveland offers 
several miles of gravel and concrete paths along the Big Thompson and irrigation ditches that 
are almost completely level, and offer the possibility of seeing various warblers, ducks and 
sparrows, perhaps Osprey, Bald Eagle and other raptors.  With some timing luck, we'll see the 
resident Cedar Waxwing flock come for water at the Sculpture Park while enjoying the sculpture 
display. 

Roundtrip mileage is about 30 miles. 

SA13 Boulder County Reservoirs – Medium – Half Day 
6:00 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: David Wade  

Twin Lakes, Walden/Sawhill Ponds and Lagerman Reservoir are fantastic hotspots in Boulder 
County with large bird lists. If time allows, we may add a spot or two from these other wonderful 
locations depending on recent bird reports: Waneka Lake, Teller Lakes #5, Baseline Reservoir, 
Boulder Reservoir, and Panama Reservoir #1.  

Walking 2-3 miles on flat trails is required for this birdy trip. With plenty of water, lush riparian 
edges, and open fields, this route is sure to fill fast and be tons of fun! 

Roundtrip mileage is 75-100 miles. 

FULL –SA14 Lory State Park – Medium – Half Day 
6:30 am - 12:00pm Leaders: Robert Hill & John Higgins 
 
See trip description for FR14. Also offered on Friday and Sunday. 
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SA15 Loveland Reservoir Gems 
6:30 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: Sheila Webber & Travis Walker 

You don’t need to travel far from the hotel to see some great birds! This half-day trip will explore 
three of Loveland’s great reservoirs: Lon Hagler SWA, Ryan’s Gulch Reservoir, and Bud Mielke 
Reservoir. We can expect to see water-loving birds including Wood Duck, Blue-winged Teal, 
pelicans, Osprey, Spotted Sandpiper, and more. Other species we will look for include 
Bobolinks, Western and Eastern Kingbirds, 5 species of swallows, Grey Catbirds, 
Yellow-breasted Chats, and so much more.  

Roundtrip mileage is about 30 miles. 

This trip is also offered on Sunday. 

Sunday Trips 
CANCELED – SU1 Rocky Mountain National Park – Difficult – 
Full Day 
SU1b: 6:00 am - 4:00 pm; Lara Cueni 

See description for FR1. Also offered on Friday and Saturday. 

FULL – SU2 A Day on the Pawnee – Medium – Full Day 
5:45 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: Edward Landi & Jenyva Fox 

See description for FR2. Also offered on Friday and Saturday. 

SU3 Longmont Hotspots – Medium – Full Day 
6:00 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: Sue Riffe & Debbie Tubridy 
 
See trip description for FR11.  

FULL – SU4 Wyoming: Curt Gowdy State Park and Medicine Bow 
National Forest – Medium – Full Day 
5:30 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: Jed Smith & Don Marsh 
 
See trip description for FR8. 

SU5 Larimer County Busting – Medium – Full Day 
6:30 am - 4:00pm Leaders: Carly Crow & Matt Hazelgren 

See trip description for FR10. Also offered on Friday. 
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SU6 Weld County Busting – Medium – Full Day 
5:15 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: John Haycraft & Ryan Corda 

Join us for a full-day of birding the agricultural fields, shortgrass prairies, riparian corridors, 
playas and reservoirs of Weld County. The objective of this field trip is to find as many species 
as possible, starting in the Pawnee National Grasslands, driving down towards Windsor Lake, 
Lower Latham Reservoir, and ending up at Saint Vrain State Park. This is an opportunity to see 
a wide variety of birds, from ducks and raptors, to shorebirds, sparrows, and migratory warblers. 
Some target birds include Common Nighthawk, Burrowing Owl, Wilson’s and Red-necked 
Phalaropes, Lark Bunting, Chestnut-collared and Thick-billed Longspurs, and Mountain Plover. 

This is a fast-paced “busting” trip, so expect to move fairly quickly throughout the day. Be 
prepared for a wide range of temperatures and potential windy conditions. Dress in layers, bring 
sunscreen and sunglasses, and pack food and water for the day. Restroom breaks will be made 
periodically throughout the day.  

Expect to spend a long day in and out of the vehicles, interspersed with short, easy walks on flat 
terrain. 

Roundtrip mileage is roughly 200 miles. 

SU7 Chase Trip – Difficult – Full Day 
5:30 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: Kathy Kay & Nick Komar 

With so many sharp birders around Loveland for the convention, it’s a given that we’ll find some 
cool birds! The goal of this trip will be to see as many rare and interesting species as possible, 
based on the previous days’ findings. The trip leaders will develop the plan for target areas and 
species the evening prior, so no guaranteed stops or species on this one.  

Expect potentially high vehicle miles. 

SU8 Gilpin County Busting – Medium – Full Day 
6:30 am - 4:00 pm Leaders: David Wade 

See description for FR4. Also offered on Friday and Saturday. 

SU9 Bobcat Ridge Natural Area – Difficult – Half Day 
5:45 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: Denise Bretting & Andrew McFadden 

See description for SA9. 

SU10 Timnath Reservoir – Easy – Half Day 
6:45 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: EJ Raynor & Pam Lauman 

See description for SA8.  
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SU11 Fort Collins West – Medium – Half Day 
6:30 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: Johanna Beam & Jessica Miller 

See description for FR15. Also offered on Saturday. 

SU12 Golden Gate Canyon State Park – Medium – Half Day 
6:15 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: Isaac Boardman & Bryan Genge 

This birding trip offers special access to a variety of locations within Golden Gate Park, 
providing a unique opportunity to explore its rich mountain habitats. With a bit of luck, we may 
spot a Dusky Grouse, but regardless of this elusive species, participants are sure to encounter a 
wide range of mountain birds, including woodpeckers, flycatchers, nuthatches, sparrows, and 
other forest birds. The outing will include several short hikes to reach high mountain meadows, 
lush streamside corridors, rocky peaks, and dense forest, making it a rewarding experience for 
both birding and scenery. 

Roundtrip mileage is 150 miles. 

FULL - SU13 Lory State Park – Medium – Half Day 
7:00 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: Sheila Webber & Zak Hepler 

See description for FR14. Also offered on Friday and Saturday. 

SU14 Loveland Reservoir Gems 
6:45 am - 12:00 pm Leaders: Peter Gent & John Higgins 

See description for SA15. 

Monday Extension Trip 

MO1 State Forest/Arapaho NWR Jackson County Extension – 
Medium – Full Day  
9:00 am - ~4:00 pm Leaders: Diana Beatty & Jenyva Fox 

Starts at State Forest State Park Visitor Center and does not return to Loveland. 

We will meet Monday morning at the State Forest State Park Moose Visitor Center at 9 a.m. 
This location is about two hours from the conference hotel. We will use bathrooms and bird the 
feeders there and then move on to the North Michigan Reservoir part of the park. Later, we may 
stop at Walden Reservoir and drive the Arapaho National Wildlife Refuge Auto Loop. Montane 
species like Western Tanager and Red Crossbill are possible at the visitor center, maybe even 
Cassia Crossbill. At North Michigan Reservoir we can try for Fox Sparrow, Olive-sided 
Flycatcher and Clark’s Nutcracker. Walden Reservoir might produce some shorebirds or 
migrating waterfowl, and the Arapaho NWR will also host a variety of riparian species such as 
Sora. 

Note: This is an informal exploration trip away from the convention area. Joining this trip means 
you may need to make additional lodging arrangements and have your own transportation since 
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this trip does not start at or return to the convention area. Please plan to bring water and 
snacks/food as convention food orders will not be available on Monday and the locations on the 
trip are not nearby many food options. 
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